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BIONICLE 2009 MOVIE – OPENING SEQUENCE 
FADE IN:

EXT. DESERT – DAY

A barren, arid desert, ringed by mountains in the distance. A lone structure is visible, half buried in sand, shaped like a BIONICLE piece. A winged creature, the vulture-like VORLOX, is visible perched atop it.

ON VORLOX

Its head suddenly snaps up – it’s spotted something.

ITS POV – MASK OF LIFE

as the mask arcs down through the clear sky, glowing with the heat of re-entry.

TIGHTEN ON MASK OF LIFE.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




My name is Mata Nui.

BEHIND MASK OF LIFE 

as it speeds down toward the desert.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




Once I ruled a universe, until it was taken from me.

Mask of Life STRIKES the ground hard. It skids toward us, burning a path in the sand.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




Once I protected a people, until they were lost to me.
CLOSE ON STILL SMOKING MASK

now lying still in the sand.
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PULL BACK

as sand begins to swirl around the mask, almost obscuring it. Energy crackles from the mask. The swirling sand begins to take on a vaguely humanoid form.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




But somehow …

The sand has now definitely taken the shape of MATA NUI in his Toa form. He rises, wearing the Mask of Life. The mask still gives off energy.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




I have survived.
Mata Nui’s body now hardens and takes on solid form and color. The Mask of Life ceases to glow with energy.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




And I will win back what is mine.

WIDE ANGLE

Mata Nui turns and gazes upon the massive structure. He is dwarfed by it.





MATA NUI (V.O.)




As soon as I figure out just where I am.

TIGHTER ON MATA NUI

He walks toward the structure. As he is about to take a step, he hesitates, looks down.

CLOSE ON SAND BEETLE NEST

with Mata Nui’s foot hovering above it. The SAND BEETLES look like bio-mechanical scarabs and swarm all over the nest.

ON MATA NUI

Mata Nui takes a step back, still watching the nest. A winged shadow suddenly falls on him and he looks up, startled.
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WIDE ANGLE

The Vorlox is swooping down toward him.

TIGHT ON VORLOX






VORLOX





Screeeech!

PULL BACK

Vorlox is in a power dive toward Mata Nui.

The sand beetles swarm into the air, attacking the Vorlox and completely covering it in an instant.

ON MATA NUI

He is stunned at what he is seeing.

ON SAND BEETLES

The swarm disperses. All that is left of the Vorlox is bones (BIONICLE pieces) which fall toward the ground.

HIGH ON MATA NUI

The pieces rain down around Mata Nui, the skull landing right on top of him. The creature’s sharp teeth scatter on the sand.

CLOSE ON SKULL

Mata Nui cautiously peeks out from inside the skull. He steps away from it. Curious, he picks up one of the teeth, about the size of short sword.

PULL BACK

The sand suddenly shifts beneath Mata Nui’s feet. He jumps back as the Vorlox bones are abruptly sucked down into the sand and disappear.

ON MATA NUI

who hears the sound of GALAX clapping off-screen and starts to turn.
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MATA NUI’S POV – GALAX

Galax approaches across the sand, still clapping. He is a MORG, one of the local villagers. He is bio-mechanical, smaller in size than Mata Nui, wearing ill-fitting rags over his armor. He has a dagger sheathed in his belt.





GALAX




Nice. Real nice.

TWO-SHOT – MATA NUI AND GALAX

Galax walks right up to Mata Nui and looks him up and down. Then he looks right up at him.





GALAX




I caught the end of that fight.

ON GALAX.





GALAX




Never saw anyone kill a Vorlox that fast.

ON MATA NUI.





MATA NUI




I didn’t –

ON GALAX.





GALAX

Sure, sure, you didn’t know you had an audience. 
Don’t worry, it’s not like I’m a Gatherer.
TWO SHOT – GALAX AND MATA NUI





MATA NUI




A Gatherer?




GALAX




Yeah. If one of them saw that, you’d be heading 
for the arena. 

Galax turns and gestures toward the expanse of desert.
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GALAX




Might still be, you stay out here. 

ON GALAX.





GALAX




And you’re too good for that place. 

ON MATA NUI

MATA NUI




I am?

TWO-SHOT – MATA NUI AND GALAX

Galax starts walking away, as if he expects Mata Nui to follow him. After a beat, Mata Nui does.





GALAX



Sure. With your kind of talent, you’d




be a champion in the games. But down 




here, pal, not up north.

Galax stops walking, looks up at Mata Nui.





GALAX




Fight in the Skral arena, you’ll  

end up another poor, dead fool.

Galax reaches out and fingers the Vorlox tooth Mata Nui carries.





GALAX




Gotta get you a better weapon. Hey, 




it didn’t help the Vorlox any, right?

Galax resumes walking, laughing. Mata Nui looks down at the tooth for a beat,

then shrugs and follows.

