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THE STORY SO FAR

The rests of the thorough examination at the Musashino hospital
were ot promising. Sixty-two years left to live. This was the ruthless
pronouncement | was given. If this is the way it's going be, | should
have stuck in some stories about the hosting industry, compensation
dating or drugs instead of my usual political mania. | bet that would
have been more popular with the youngsters, even with this incurable
disease | face. | screamed, facing the unforgivingly cold and cloudy
white ceiling. | screamed, toward a god that almost certainly doesn’t
exist. “I despise this cruel fate you bestowed upon me!”

“To see an atheist like you address god s quite a sight,” said a nurse,
appearing from behind the curtain. “Now that you're here, why don't
you choose a god to believe in?” | see... since they're called “white
angels” | might as well hear her god recommendation.

S0 who do you recommend?”

“That depends... how much money do you have?”

At this point another nurse appeared. “Wait a second!” she said, *I
know the perfect god for you.” | see! Since she's a *white angel” | might
s well hear her god recommendation.

“Speaking from a materialistic dialectic, death is actually an opportunity
in disguise.” At that point, a diabolical third nurse appeared...
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Shoplifter-busters, page 71

THeyRE i
oG 7. | shopitrbustos (anbi G-men’)
il BUSTERS!| " \yas a popular tlevision crama from
it _, | e 900 starig a temale cetectve

Who would bust neighborhood shop-
lfters with her daughter and husband.

Self-inflicted auto accidents, page 72
Galled “Atar-ya” in Japan, these are people who
drive close to bicyclists and cause accidents on
purpose in order to gain money from their
insurance agreements.

BEWARE OF SELF-INFLICTED
AUTO ACCIDENTS!!!

AGOUPOF NS WIHS0 A
15 COMING FROM THE KANSAIREGION.

AN NUMBERS &

FEATURES

INVISIBLE

Valentine's day
chocolate, page 79

In Japan, it is customary for gils

LOHAS wives, page 73
LOHAS stands for Lifestyle of
Health and Sustainabilty.

PLEASE TAKE
THIS, EVEN
THOUGH YOU
DON'T LIKE
THE HOLIDAY.

to give chocolates to boys who.
they like, and also to various
‘males in thei lves (at school,
work, etc.) on Valentine's Day.
This s then reciprocated on a
Japanese invented holiday

White Day in March.
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Translation Notes

Japanese s a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often more art than
science. I the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensel, its a delicate art
indeed. Although most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for filing his manga
with references to Japanese politics, entertainment, otaku culture, religion and sports.
Unless you're a true Japanophie, it's difficult to understand it all without some serious back-
‘ground knowledge of current events at the time when the manga was running. Kumeta also
uses references to foreign literature and poliics, so even Japanese readers probably don't
getallthe humor. For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the more obscure
references and difficultto-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-Sensei.

Stablemaster, page 8 D OR PSS
Insume, playesar rganizd o "l wichare | SN | | NSO,
run by *stablemasters.” Stables are run like businesses, | dyas frg { J BATONTOA
and several stables have come into danger of failure in VERY bty
recent years, due to scandals and bribes. exisTence | [ Causio A
W10 HUGE SCAN-

Sanpei, pago 16

“Sanpei” is a prestigious ftl in the Hayashiya line of rakugo performers. Rakugo s a form
of Japanese verbal entertainment where a lone storyteller performs infront o an audience
with only a cloth and paper fan.
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Coming of Age Ceremony, pago21
Gomingof Age Dy is a dapaneso hliay hald
annualy on the second Monday of January. It
s hld i ordorto congratlate and encourage
all hose who havereached th age of maory
(20 years old) over the past year, and to help.
o ealzo that they hav become adut.

Painmobiles, pago 41
I Japanese asha (eraly ‘pan cars) are victes
it lrgecharactor docal on thom poraing animo
craractr.Tis s conidered the aptomo of ok
dom i apan, forovious easons,

Setsubun, throwing beans, page 63
Setsubunis the day before the beginning of
spring in Japan. The name lteraly means *sea-
sonal division.” n s association with the Lunar
New Year, Setsubun was previously thought of as
asortof New Year's Eve, and 5o was accompa-
ied by a special riual o cleanse away the evil of
he former year and drive away evil sprs forthe
year to come by throwing boans.
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-Kun:  This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.

=chan: This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
a sense of childish cuteness.

Bozu:  This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and “squirt.”

Sempai/

Senpai: This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group
or organization. Itis most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

Kohai: This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Sensei: Litrally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art.

-[blank]: tis is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the
most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one’s
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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My name is Yoko Tanaka! pago 132
Yoko Tanaka is @ character from one of Koji
Kumeta's earlier manga series, Katte ni Kaizo,
who had been buried n a wall seven years
ago.

White Day, page 135

See Valentine's Day note.

Maid Cafes, page 136

Maid Gafes are a phenomenon in Japan where customers generally pay to be served by
women wearing French maid uriforms. The maids cater to the whims of the customers and.
Gl ke nkii 6 Y e
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese
honorifics left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how
the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from
American honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture.
Ever since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates refationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil”)

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the
context of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the
relationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=8an:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=S$ama: This is one level higher than “-san” and is used to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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ZETSUBOU CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE COLLECTION

THE INVECTIVE OF TOM SAWYER

The political message written on the fence was
interpreted as invective by a particular group,
and Aunt Polly ordered Tom to erase it. Tom
tries to dupe his friends into helping him by
whistling how much fun he’s having... but then
the paint fumes get to him and he starts to
really have fun. “This is really fun!” Then, all of
a sudden the heroine appears (‘t's Becky!").
Now that you mention it, her full name “Rebecca
Thatcher” reminds me of someone! “Anyway
Tom, listen! That little picture of a mouse that
you drew on the schoolhouse has developed
into a copyright lawsuit!”

Just erasing the image won't solve
the problem this time. “Get 200 million
yen ready just in case!”





