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With the strong belief that he must revolutionize Japan, Nozomu
travels to America to learm modern ways of thinking. What awaits
him, however, is fierce racial discrimination and accusations of
erotic terrorism as a viewer. He responds with a letter: “Aren’t
erotic terrorists as viewers a thing of the past after Yinling-sama?
At this rate, every middle school age Japanese boy is an erotic
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cell, comes over and makes the uninhibited premonition: “Japan’s
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It takes all Nozomu has to muster, “his white hair is really cool..."
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Showa Era Year 82, page 107

The Showa Era was from 1925-1989.
Showa 82 is ot a realyear,but wouid be
the equivalent of 2007 if the Showa Era had
asted that long.

Labor Thanksgiving Day,

page 107

Anational hoiday in Japan, takes place
annually on Noveber 23, Thelaw estab-
hing the hoiay ctes it a an occasion
for commemoratingabor and procuction
and iving one another tanks.

Chunichi Dragons, Fukudome,
page 113

Refering to Kosuke Fukudome, an out-
felder fo the Chunichi Dragons. In 2007,
ne inured his right arm and had to fy to
the US for surgery, and was thus unable to
conttibute to the Dragons' victory thatyear:

lirayama, Kashiwagi, page 113
Referting to Souta Hirayama and Yousuke
Kashiwagi, members of Japan's national
soccer team. Tha comment nsinuatas that
forward Hirayama has the lisure to wait on
thefront ine because centerfieider Kashi-
wagi works hard.

HOW mmsz y.

BASICALLY,

~SHOULD THE FORWARD
SHOW. HIRRYAME,
THANKS TO WHO STANDS
THE MONEY- OUT THERE
MAKER, NOT WORK-
KASHIWAGL! ING AT ALL...

—
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Translation Notes

Japaneseis a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often more art than
science. In the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, t's a delicate art
indeed. Although most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for filing his manga
with references to Japanese politics, entertainment, otaku culture, religion and sports.
Unless you're a true Japanophile, its difficult to understand it all without some serious back-
ground knowledge of current events at the time when the manga was running. Kumeta also
uses references to foreign literature and politics, so even Japanese readers probably don't
get all the humor. For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the more obscure
references and difficult-to-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-Sensei.

Comiket, Harumi, page 13

Gomiket, othenwise known as the Comic Marke, s the world's largest self-published comic book
fair, held twice a year in Tokyo. The first Comiket was held in 1975. Before moving to Tokyo Big
Site in 1996, Comilket was held mainly at the World International Trade Show Hall in Harumi,
Tokye, This is the source of Harumi Fujiyoshi's frst name.

COMIKET

USED TO
BEAT

Rakugo, page 21

Aform of traditional Japanese verbal entertainment that still
enjoys great popularity. A lone storyteller/comedian sits on the
stage, and using only a paper fan and a smal cloth, depicts a
long and complicated comical story. The stories always involve
dialogue that the actor plays out by changing the pitch and
tone of his/her voice. In this manga, Jun Kutou is an accom-
plished rakugo comedian.
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Vaoi manga, page 22 3 b THE PRINCESS,

RCCUSTOMED TO
Yaoi s a genre of manga 1 | il
faturing male-male romanic OF LIERATURE, WAS
and often sexal explcit : UOERSTARDRELY
ENRAPTURED BY THE
paiings. Often witten by and pileoily
geared tovard female aud: P MANGE.

ences, in this manga, Harumi
Fuiyoshi is a big yao fan,
and also authors her own yaol
dojinshi (amateur manga).

“The best yaoi can be found in Meguro,”
The Doji from Meguro, pages 21:23

The framenwork of Jun's story about a princess is modeled
ater arakugo (see above) story called “The Sanma from
Meguro.” Inthis stoy, a Shogun tastes a griled sanma (a
Pacifc saury, which was known as a wigar fish at tha tme),

in Meguro, and loves s aty flavor, which he had never tasted
pefore. H orders his chaf to cook sanma for him, but the chef,
afaid of upsetting the stomach of a great man, steams the
feh. Afe tasing the steamed sanma, the Shogun asks where
the chaf got the sanma. The chef answered that t was from
Nihon-bashifish market, afer which the Shogun says, ‘the
best sanma can be caughtin Meguro.” Tisis the punch fne
of therakugo, and demonstates the Shogun's obliviousness
 the factthat Meguro was justa poor nland vilage.

“What are you really scared of?,” Scared of Animation, page 32

Also modeled after a akugo, this is the story of a group of young men who get together and
discuss what they e most afrad of. Most of them say things such as snakes and spiders, but one
man insists he is scared of nothing. When pressed, he admits that he is most scared of manju
(bean paste buns). The other men, angry at his arogance, decide to teach him a losson by gving
im bean paste buns. At first pretending to be scared, he ends up happly eating the buns, and.
then declaring that what he's really most scared of, is the tea famous from that region.

1 scaReD \
™

OF THE M SCARED
SHOGRKUKAN ScheED, | | OF THE THIRD
MANGA \ OFTV 5 SERSON.

PRIZE DRAMAS. )
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-Kun:  This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.

=chan: This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
a sense of childish cuteness.

Bozu:  This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and “squirt.”

Sempai/

Senpai: This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group
or organization. Itis most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

Kohai: This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Sensei: Litrally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art.

-[blank]: tis is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the
most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one’s
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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TATAMI
1SNT SO
BAD, AFTER
ALL

Tatami, page 125

Tatami s  type of mat used as a floring material
in ratonal Japanese-style rooms, Tracitonally
made ofrce sraw o form the core, with a cover-
ing of woven softrush sraw, tatami are made in
uniform sizes.

WHY 1S HE
DRESSED
LIKE AN
ExLE

WANNRBE?

Exile, pago 132
Atémember al-male
sapaness pop dence
arow,

The Christmas Chapter, page 134

In Japan, Chrstmas i celebrated differenty from
Western countres. More a commercial hoiiday than
anyting, s  time for couples to go on dates and buy
each other presents. Thi expiains the socialanxiey
that many people might have for spending Chiistmas
“normally.”Note that s nota time when familes are
expested to get together

Nerima, wards, Minato-ku, page 141

Nerima ward in northeast Tokyo is considered the outskirts, and hence a decidedly “not-hip™
area of Tokyo. Howeveritis also the home of anime, ith a large number of animation studios

inciuding Toei, AIC, Mushi Productions, and Studio Gallop. (This might explain why Harumi i in
Nerima on Christmas. In contrast, Minato ward (or *ku')islocated in central Tokyo, and is both

the most expensive and hosts the Imperial Palace.

mE 001
o] s
o e
Saren






OEBPS/Images/image00059.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00180.jpeg
Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese
honorifics left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how
the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from
American honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates refationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil”).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the
context of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the
relationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Gomics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=Sama: This is one level higher than “-san” and is used to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF RECUSATION

LT
oCCiPRTION: STIDET
NVE: KRERE KA

DEFENDRNT: 'S HOT- FRALD GROLD

oATE: oCTOBER 10
AT FOLICE COMMIBSIONER

-PURPOSE OF RCCUSATION

1BELIEVE THE DEFENDANTS ACTIONS BELOW CANBE CLASSIFED UNDER PENFL CODE 226 (HLNAN TRRFFICKING),
ND AS SUCH | REGUEST THAT HARSH PUNISHVENT B€ DERLT 10 THEM.

~FRCTS OF TH ACCUSATION

AT AROUND FOUR I THE RFTERNOON, DURING N OWTDOOR LESSON HELD IN THE B8 AREA, THE DEFENDANTS
‘CONDICTED  COMNERCIRL TRRNSAGTION 4D CONSPIRED WITH OLR TEACHER, NOZOML ITOSHIK, 10 HLF
FORCE LPON NE AND THE OTHER FEALE STLDENTS, L'SNG FRALDLLENT ACTIONS, THE SUGGESTION THAT THE
FORBIODEN PHYSICAL CONTACT AN LOVE BETWEEN TERCHER AND STUDENT WAS HOL”

THEREFORE, 5 | BELEVE T4S RCTION CAN BE CLASSIFED S HUMAN TRAFFICKING PER PENRL CODE 226, HERE-
B SUBMIT TWS RCCUSATION INHOPES THAT STRICT PIAFSHVENT BE DERLT 10-THE DEFENDNTS.

~MEANS OF RUTHENTICRTION
"DWITESS CHIIKITSU (CLASSVATE)
2) CELLULAR PHONE COVERAY DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED BY INFORMATION PROCESSING UNIT

exnens
COPY OF HFOREMENTIONED CELLLAR PHONE CONVERSRTION RECORDS, 1COPY

LETTER oF RecusATION

P
OCCUPRTION: STIOENT

N KRERE KRR
REPRESEATED BY: KRERE KIURA

oErenomNT:
OCCUPRTION: STLORT
N NRMHTOU

oATE: NovewBER 28
ATIN.POLICE COMMISSIONR

-PURPOSE OF RCCUSATION

1BELIEVE THE DEFENDRNT'S ACTIONS BELOW CAN BE CLASSIFED INDER PENAL CODE 231 (DISPARAGEMENT, 0.
S SUCH | REQUEST THAT HARSH PUNISHENT BE DERLT 10 HER

-FACTS OF TiE ACCUSATION

AT AROLAD TWO I THE BFTERNOON, WHLE | WAS RTTEVBTING TO COMMNCATE THE BERUTY OF THE JAPANESE.
NTION T MY CLASSWATES DURING A CLASS, HE DEFENDRNT REVARKED WHLE | WFS TALKING, "KIUR SN
RERLLY ORLY LVED IN TWO COUNTRIES FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TW” TWS REMARK WAS CLEARLY WERNT 10
LEAVE THE IPRESSION ON THOSE ISTENING THAT 1H20 BEEN NAKING FRAIDILENT STATEWENTS, D 15 THERE.
FORE ADISPARAGENENT T0 Wy CHARRCTER.

THEREFORE, RS | BELEVE THS ACTION CRN BE CLASSIFED 715 DISPARAGEMENT PER PENAL CODE 231, 1 HEREBY.
SUBMIT TH1S RCCUSATION INHOPES THAT STRICT PLNISHENT BE DERLT 10 THE DEFKDANT.

~MERNS OF AUTHENTICRTION
DWIMESS KAFUKR FRA (CLASSHATE)
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AN APOLOGY

DUE TO A DETERMINATION ON
THE PART OF THE AUTHOR THAT
THE WORK WAS NOT UP TO
PUBLICATION STANDARDS, WE
HAVE DECIDED NOT TO PRINT
THE ZETSUBOU SENSEI SPECIAL,
“KIYOHIKO’S NIGHT,” AS
ORIGINALLY PLANNED.

PLEASE ACCEPT OUR
SINCERE APOLOGY.

W AND.
INSTERD WLt
PRESENT A
ROUND-TABLE
REFLECTION
ON iyo-
HIKO'S
NIGHT*

WELL THEN,
THANK YOU!
ALLFOR
BENG
HERE TO-
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ZETSUBOU CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE COLLECTION
DADDY BARE LEGS

From below the opened door of the car with
tinted windows, all she could see was aleg
without a sock on it.

Itwas a fine bare leg, reminiscent of the
character of Junichi Ishida-san. “Daddy Bare
Legs”... Judy decided to call the gentleman.

She was to receive an allowance from the
gentleman on the condition that she send him
monthly emails (with file attachments).

The gentlemen really liked images of bare legs.





