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Recently a lot of attention has been given to the changing face of Japanese
socioeconomics, and the growing divide between the rich and the poor in a
country where most people traditionally though of themselves as middie
class. Net café refugees are people who have lost their jobs and homes,
and reside in net cafes, which offer personal stations with inexpensive fees
for long periods of time.
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On September 12, 2007, only three days after a new
parliamentary session had begun, Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe announced his resignation at an unscheduled press
conference, beginning a string of prime ministers who
would be unable to keep their positions for more than
one year. Abe said his unpopularity was hindering the
passage of an anti-terrorism law, and party officials also
said the embatlled prime minister was suffering from
poor health
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THE STORY SO FAR

Nozomu gets caught up in the Kichijoji Red and White Liberation Demo
that started after a group of “professional citizens” pefitioned the city to
prevent someone from building his house. Most people’s feelings about it
could be summarized by: if they hate red and white so much, why don't
they try to ban Kohaku?" In response, Aso-san comes out unexpectedly
with: *you can keep Kohaku, my otaku friends, but it must be in three
colors.” Kohaku s aired that year with an extra color mixed in. However,
the super-famous enka singer selected for the olive green team—a color
that people really don't know, as opposed to red or white—becomes.
enraged. Both Nozomu's life and chastity are in danger... After iving on
the low for an entire year, Nozomu winds up seeking refuge in a bar called
“All Gays: Sunset on Second Street.” According to the drag queen hostess,
who looks like Kawabata from Chemistry, “Things were good back then.
We didn't have cell phones, pearls, or beads, but we had dreams for a
gayer tomorrow.”

Then, all of a sudden, the professional citizens arrive and shout, “Was
that supposed to be funny?” The words “Little Women” can be seen on
their olive green armbands...
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese
honorifics left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the
Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates
relationship or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese
language. When addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually
takes the form of a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san’), is
used as a title at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name
itself (example: “Negi-sensei,” or simply “Sensei’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the context
of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the
relationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
it is our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is a
guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

-San:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. Itis the all-purpose honorific and can be used
in any situation where politeness is required.

-Sama: This is one level higher than “-san” and is used to confer great
respect.

-doNno: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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-Kun:

-chan:

Bozu:

This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.

This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for lttle boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives a
sense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and “squirt.”

Sempai/

Senpai:

Kohai:

-[blank]:

This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group
or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It can
also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer employee
addresses an employee who has seniority in the company.

This is the opposite of “sempa” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art.

This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the most
significant difference between Japanese and English. The lack
of honorific means that the speaker has permission to address
the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only family, spouses,
or very close friends have this kind of permission. Known as
yobisute, it can be gratifying when someone who has eamed
the intimacy starts to call one by one’s name without an
honorific. But when that intimacy hasn’t been eamed, it can be
very insulting.
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ZETSUBOU LITERARY COLLECTION
HA-SHO-MON

It happened at dusk one day.

A low-ranked individual was taking a bite into the front of the stage.

Oh the agony.... There is no leisure in choosing a means to make
something impossible possible.

Only women lined the stage, after .
‘The low-ranked individual jumped upon it swiftly and tore off a
woman's undenwear.
And at the same time, a scary young man arrived.
“I'm sorry sir, but this is not allowed.” “Come this way.”
Nobody knows what befell the low-ranked individual.
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“Certain TV Show,” Ainori, page 40

“Ainori”is a TV show in Japan that iterally means ‘ride together” or
“car pool," but can also be read as "love ride.” The show is a reality
program where seven young men and women travel the world
tiding a pink bus, exploring the cultures of countries around the
world while also forming relationships. Some ex-members have

been involved in scandalous activities following their appearances
on the show.

SOME PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN
“DISCOVERED”
EVEN RFTER
THE SHOW

W ‘ ‘
WAS OVER/ m\\&\ l&l

Tokyo Station Yaesu South Exit,
“bus | get on in August,” page 42
The bus to Tokyo Big Sight, the convention hall

that hosts Comiket (held in August) and other
manga_events, leaves from Tokyo Station

Yaesu South Exit

STOP HERE.
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Shingen Takeda, page 53

Takeda Shingen (1521-1573), of Kai Province, was a preeminent
daimyo in feudal Japan with exceptional military prestige in the late
stage of the Sengoku period.

NOW THAT
OHBIG YOU MENTION 1T,
BROTHER. YOUR SHINGEN TAKEDR
CHICKENING OUT HRD ABOLIT FIVE
NEVER CEASES SHADOW
TO AMAZE. é WARRIORS,
o7 DIDN'T HEP

THAT
PATTERN
ON YOUR
HAKAMA.

Hakama, page 56
Zetsubou Sensei’s dress of choice, hakama are a type of
traditional Japanese clothing. Originally wom only by men,
today they are won by bolh sexes.

NOLI ISTHIS A
HAVE TO MASAMI
WRAP My | NACHSAWRA-
wounes )| pEmuniNg?
Masami
1 Nagasawa,
page 87

A Japanese actress under
Toho Entertainment. She has
performed in many movies and
television dramas including
Crying out Love, In the Center
of the World, Dragon Zakura
and Proposal Daisakusen.
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Translation Notes

Japanese is a tricky language for most Westemers, and translation is often more art than
science. In the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, its a
delicate art indeed. Although most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for
filing his manga with references to Japanese politics, entertainment, otaku culture,
religon and sports. Unless you're a true Japanophile, its difficult to understand it i
without some serious background knowledge of current events at the time when the
manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign literature and politics, so
even Japanese readers probably don't get all the humor. For your reading pleasure, here
are notes on some of the more obscure references and difficult-to-translate jokes in
Sayonara, Zetsubou-Sensei

Richi, page 11
In the Japanese version of the board game mahjong, declaring “Richi” means
declaring a ready hand. A player may declare ready if a hand of the player
needs only one tile to complete a legal hand, that is, a hand with a required
Gombination of tes. Upon declaring ready, the player may no longer change
their hand except forming hidden quads.

Koshien, page 21

Koshien is an annual
nationwide  high _school
baseball tounament that
takes place each year in
March at Hanshin Koshien
Stadium in the Koshien

T
LOOKS

o LKE T
COMPETITION

HAS BEGLIN.
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Wall-circles,
Selling SEED

in their Seed,
dojinshi, page 23

“This back-and-forth was. THE POPULAR
probably confusing for a WALL-CIRCLES
lot of readers. At manga ARE KIND
conventions, arists who OF LIKE
make dojnshi (amateur NEGATIVE
manga) typically present and SEEDS.

sall their work as partof a
circle,” orlarger cub of
dojinsh artsts. These cirdles
are located in diferent places
around the convention hall,
including some against the
walls. The “Wall-circles’ are

]

usually the biggest oot
organizations because these Bur | 135

spaces are the most GLESS SELLING
desirable. “Sellng SEED" THATS A SSEED”
probaby refers to dojinshi REALLY INTHEIR
based on either Mobile Sult PLAYED- SEED/
Gundam Seed or Seed oursore. | G871

Destiny.

Manga Koshien, page 24

Based on the basaball
toumamen, Manga Koshien is
‘amanga contest where high
school studants from all over
Japan compete. Itis known as
he gateway o success for
manga artists.

21st Century Team, page 24
In the baseball Kashien toumament, several spots are eserved for teams that ether may not get close to
qualfying or who have sorved as a model school in some way. (See Zetsubou Sensal's explanation.)

Rina Chinen, page 26

A female Japanese entertainer,
former singer, modsl and TV
actress from Naha, Okinawa.
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GURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:
OCCUPATION: STUDENT
NAME: KAERE KIMURA

DEFENDANT:
OCCUPATION: TRAVELLER
NAME: GIOGATORE

DATE LY 25
ATTH POLICE COMMISSIONER

- PURPOSE OF ACCUSATION

1 BELIEVE THE DEFENDANT'S ACTIONS BELOW GAN BE GLASSIFIED UNDER PENAL CODE 231, AND AS SUCH, |
REQUEST THAT HARSH PUNISHMENT BE DEALT TO HIM.

- FAGTS OF THE ACGUSATION

ATTHE END OF JULY, | PARTICIPATED IN A TOUR LED BY ITOSHIK| TRANSPORTATION AS A MEANS OF
REACHING MY VACATION DESTINATION OF HOKKAIDO. I WAS ON THIS ORGANIZATION'S TOUR BUS THAT
ENCOUNTERED THE DEFENDANT.

“THE DEFENDANT APPEARED TO HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT THE PLANNED COURSE OF THE TOUR, AND
‘TRAVERSED THE AISLE OF THE BUS TO SIT BESIDE ME.HE SPOKE TO MY CLASSHMATE, NAMI HITOU, IN
ENGLISH. AS NAMI HITOU HAS ONLY NORMAL ENGLISH GRADES OUT OF MY CLASSMATES, AND IS LSO
‘QUITE NORMAL N TERMS OF LISTENING COMPREHENSION, SHE WAS UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE
‘CONTENT OF THE QUESTION, AND ASKED ME FOR MY ASSISTANCE.

'AS | HAVE RETURNED FROM SCHOOLING OVERSEAS, 1 ISTENED TO THE DEFENDANT IN PLACE OF NAMI
HITOU, AND AFTER UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE DEFENDANT WAS ASKING, | AGAIN ATTEMPTED TO EXPLAIN
THE SITUATION TO NAMI HITOU.

T WAS AROUND THAT TIME THAT THE DEFENDANT DEGRADED MY FLUENT ENGLISH HANDLING OF THE
MATTER N PUBLIC, DECLARING IN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE, | CAN'T UNDERSTAND HER ENGLISH AT ALL™

FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT, THE DEFENDANT DISAPPEARED FROM THE BUS, THIS ACTION, HOWEVER,
‘OF LEAVING THE SCENE AFTER HAVING LEFT THE IMPRESSION ON BOTH MY CLASSMATE NAMI HITOU AND
MY TEACHER NOZOMU (TOSHIKI THAT 7 1S TRUE THAT MY ENGLISH LANGUAGE ABILITY IS INSUFFICIENT TO
‘COMMUNICATE WITH FOREIGNERS, IS, N MY OPINION, A DENIGRATION OF MY STATUS WITHIN MY CLASS
AND SCHOOL, AND AS SUCH, SHOULD NOT GO UNPUNISHED.

THEREFORE, AS 1 BELIEVE THIS ACTION GAN BE CLASSIFIED AS CONTEMPT PER PENAL GODE 2311
HEREBY SUBMIT THIS ACGUSATION N HOPES THAT STRICT PUNISHMENT BE DEALT TO THE DEFENDANT.

MEANS OF AUTHENTICATION
STANDBY OBSERVER RN ITOSHIKI (TOSHIKI TRANSPORTATION)
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