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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.





OEBPS/Images/image00140.jpeg
IF You
RELAX TOO
SUDDENLY..

BODY WON'T'
BE ABLE TO
HANDLE IT!

it
et <
st |

NOSEDIVES!

12[\

e
Sl






OEBPS/Images/image00020.jpeg
suffix is used at the end of boys' names to express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.

=chan: This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for lttle boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
a sense of childish cuteness.

BOzu:  This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid" and “squirt.”

Sempai/

Senpai: This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group
or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
‘company.

Kohai: This is the opposite of “sempai’ and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It

connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Sensei: Literally meaning “one who has come before,” ths title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the
most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been eared, it can be very insulting.
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THE STORY SO FAR

Our hero takes the stage, unable to totally brush off the pressing
request from John Mazzo as a senseless pipe dream. However, he is
forced to sing the boy soprano part, ruining his vocal cords, and in two
minutes is booed off stage. He snubs the chanson concert he had been
planning for the following week, retreating in disappointment to the forest
of pianos (which was actually Manga no Mori). He is forced to take a
numbered ticket and wait in line at a signing event, and immediately the
man in front of him strikes up a conversation. He grows weary of the
man's endess barrage of (the recently trendy) “otaku pride.” For example,
comments like: “I've heard that in France, manga is the ninth art form!”
When the conversation turned o the viewer rates of Grendizer, it was
finally his turn, and before him stood none other than Shina-sensei,
who had changed his name to “Maple Pinpin.”

“What on earth are you doing?”

“Err..it's a long story...” And with that, he began telling a story of a
clock tower of darkness, made of rejected manuscripts and raw meat,
‘which informs him of his deadiines. At that moment, our hero hears
an otherworldly bell tollin the distanc
“Run! The green people are coming!”
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Translation Notes

Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation s often more art than science. In
the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, s a delicate art indeed. Although
most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for filing his manga with references to Japanese
politics, entertainment, otaku culture, rligion and sports. Unless you're a true Japanophile, it's difficult
to understand it all without some serious background knowledge of current events at the time when the
manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign literature and politcs, so even Japanese
readers probably don't get allthe humor. For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the more
obscure references and difficult-to-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-Sensei.

Kitsune-ken, page 8

Kitsune-ken is a tradtional game similar o rock-paper-scissors, but the tree hand
positions signify a ox, a hunter, and a vilage headman. The headman beats the hunter, whom he out-
ranks; the hunter baats the fox, whom he shools; the fox beats the headman, whom he betwitches.

Literally “fox-fist

Hikikomori, big-sister-for-rent, page 12

5 i . 1 A sTATUE

Literally *pulling away, being confined,” hikikomori is a imesemny
Japanese term to refer to people, often young adits, WaY STANDOFF

who have chosen to withdraw from social lfe and isolate BETWEEN A

HIKIKOMORY, H1S.
PARENTS, AND A
BIG-5/5TER-FOR-

themselves completely from society. As an initative to
help people suffering in this way, various private and
public iniiatives have started “sibling for rent” services
where young people visit hikikomori and talk with them.
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ZETSUBOU LITERARY COMPILATION
CRIME AND REJECTION

People chosen at the top of lotteries have the right to disregard
morals, ethics, and publication codes. Even evil can be forgiven
to increase sales. People like this continue to rule the publishing

world. Manga artists outside of this world continue to create
their mediocre works, just barely managing to keep serialized.
How much longer will | have to be the latter? Knowing that it's
an unrealistic plan, | acknowledge my sin and brought my pen
to the paper. However, even the moe-e that | thought was very
well drawn met with rejection. The words of readers in front of
the Akihabara train station rung in my head. *Kiss the earth. And
scream to the people of the world... I've catered to you!” The
thing stuck in my heart became softer, and the tears poured out.





OEBPS/Images/image00060.jpeg
Musoum of

18 80

UNNATURAL.

REMEMBER,
WE HAVE TO
prOTECT .

pLUS, THERE'S.
‘SOVETHNG

oBviousLY
LNNRTURAL

\ REOUTYOUR
BANDRGES.

\\ ™






OEBPS/Images/image00181.jpeg
Aoi Miyazaki

OKAY, THE
Wedding Airport

NEXT ONE'S
STARTING/

Aoi Miyazaki, page 125
A Japanese actress best known for her pure image and roles such as in Nana and Virgin Snow. Be-

cause of this pure image, it caused great shock to her fans when she suddenly announced her marriage
at the age of 22.

'WHY, YOUR
3 CHIRI-CHAN, YOUR
L;‘(SOI:‘VD%;I;ZF YUKATA IS SUCH A
; CUTE PIRK.
00,
Vukata, page 133

A casual summer kimono usually made of cotton. People wearing yukata are a common sight in Japan
at fireworks displays, bon-odori festivals, and other summer events.
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enka, page 26

Erka is a popular Japanese music genre considered to resemble traitional Japanese music sylstical-
. Modern enka, however, arose in the Postwar period and commonly contains expressions of modern
Japanese nonmaterial nationalism.

THIS 1S, RFTER
ALL, THE SAVE
GIRLWHO RAN
STRAIGHT 1O
RRIFKE THAT TIME
THE TRAIN BROKE

DOWN INAKI-

- WITHOUT EVEN
BREAKING A

From Ariake to Akihabara, page 27
Aviake is an area near Tokyo Bay where many conventions, including manga and anime conventions,
are held. Akinabara is considered the “Otaku Gity” of Tokyo, and i also a hub for electronics shops.
These two locations are approximataly 5.3 miles apart,

New semester, page 51
in case you were wondering, the school year and fiscal year in Japan begin in Apri, hence all the refer-
ences to new beginnings.

ZETSUMEI-
SENSEI'S
CLINIC...

w18 WILDLY
POPULAR AMONG
SUICIDAL PATIENTS
WITH MAY.
SICKNESS?

May Sickness, page 65
Since the school year and fiscal year begin on April 1 in Japan, “May sickness” refers to people grow-
gy Weary of thair new roubines.
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Fixed Sumo Matches, page 69

‘Scandal in the sumo world s of particular sensitivity to the Japanese because of the high status of
sumo as a cultural heritage and national sport. Since 2007, when this manga was originally printed, to
the present day several instances of fixed matches coming to light have rocked the sumo world.

Cliff-edge sensei, page 71

In November, 2006, the female dog Rinrin was discovered stuck on a ciifin Tokushima prefecture and
‘made national news. Many people saw her story on TV and offered to adopt her

TS AVEVEND
TOTH pRE-
VEUINDTRE
OFSHNTORD
BLODHST/

MIKO AT A

BLDDHIST
TEMPLE?

Miko at a Buddhist temple, kami page 114

Historically, miko meant a “female shaman, spirit medium” who conveyed oracles from kami (“spirits;
gods’), and presently means a “shrine maiden; virgin consecrated to a deity” who serves at Shinto
shrines. Since miko and kami are both Shinto terms, Chiri is angered that they appear in a Buddhist
shrine.

wA KAGA-
TSUNDERE CHAN'S
CHARACTER! BECOMING...

Tsundere, tsunwabi, page 116

A Japanese character development process that describes a person who is initially cold and even
hostil towards another person before gradually showing their warm sice over ime. The word is derived
from the terms tsun-tsun meaning to “turn away in disgust,” and dere-dere, meaning “lovey dovey.”
Teundere characters have a strong following among otaku.

“Tsun-wabi” in this case is a pun combining tsundere and owabi, which means “apology” (so a person
whos iniially hostile, and then profusely apologetic
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:
OCCUPRTION: STUDENT
NANES: KAERE KIMURA

'DEFENDANT: NOZOMU ITOSHIK!
OCCUPATION: HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
NAME: NOZOMU ITOSHIKI

DATE: MAY 30
ATTN: SCHOOL BOARD.

- PURPOSE OF ACCUSATION

THESE CHARGES ARE REGISTERED TO REQUEST THAT HARSH PLNISHVENT BE DERLT TO THE
DEFENDANT FOR HIS ACTIONS BELOW.

- FACTS OF THE ACCUSATION

THE DEFENDANT LED THE STUDENTS OF HIS CLASS, AROLIND THE END OF MAY, TO ALOCATION
‘OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL FOR A LESSON. RS HE BECAME QUITE IMPRSSIONED DURING THE DELIV-
ERY OF THIS LESSON, IT WENT OVER THE ALLOTTED TIVE, AND THE STUDENTS WERE LED TO A
DESTINRTION FLRTHER ANRY THAN THEY HAD ORIGINALLY PLANNED FOR.

RFTER THIS, THE DEFENDANT LOST HIS WRY BACK TO THE SCHOOL, AND WANDERED AROUND
DAISAN SENTAK CITY FOR SEVERRL HOURS WITH HIS STUDENTS, LEAVING THE ENTIRE CLASS
WORN OUIT AND IN A STATE OF DISTRESS.

RS A RESULT, WHILE SEVERAL STUDENTS SUFFERED DAVAGES TO THEIR EMOTIONAL AND
PHYSICAL HEALTH DUE TO ANXIETY, THE DEFENDANT FAILED TO CONTACT THESE STUDENTS'
GUARDIANS AND REFUSED TO ADMIT RESPONSIBILITY FOR HAVING LED THEM INTO ANOTHER
PREFECTURE, AND SIMPLY RESPONDED TO PROTESTS FROM THE STLDENTS WITH VERBAL ME-
ANDERINGS.

THIS INCIDENT HAS LED ME TO FEEL UINCERTAINTY RS TO THE DEFENDRNT'S LERDERSHID ABILI-
TIES S AN EDLCATOR, AND | MUST FORMALLY REGISTER THIS COVPLAINT INREGARDS TO HIS
PERSISTENT ATTITUDE OF AVOIDING RESPONSIBILITY, WHCH IS R FAR CRY FROM THE LOFTY.
IDEAL OF AN EDUCATOR.

7 1S WITH HOPES THAT THE SCHOOL BORRD WILL NOW CONDLICT A THOROLGH INVESTIGR-
TION OF THE DEFENDRNT NOZOMU ITOSHIKI'S QUALIFICATIONS AS AN EDUCATOR, AND CLARIFY.
175 POSITION ON BOTH HIS RBILITIES AND PERSONALITY, THAT | HEREBY SUBMIT THIS COM-
PLAINT.

MEANS OF AUTHENTICATION
STANDBY OBSERVER CLASS 2-F
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PELDONGER TG VP WHiT RBOUT T DOPGANER?

MY BRGGELOONGER RS FPGRED.

MY BRGGELDONGER SAD TO W, ‘SOTHOF 10U A8 ACTING PP

“SoRRE oL
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PORORO-PAIN

EFANERGE VAGRZIG WITHOUT Ay REFEREACE 1O ZETSUBOU SENSE, WHEN THRE'S
LONG INTERVEW WITH GORO MYRZAK N THAY 55,5, WHEN PEOPLE WHO'VE POROROCR €0
FROMTHE UM TEL WG T "ORIGIN. NANGA 5 BORING, OR ENPEOPL WHOVE
POROROCHED FROM THE VOKE RCTORS TEL VE AT T CHIRRCTER You DREW DORSNT
'SOUND RIGHT VOICED 87— OR WHEN THAT YOICE ACTOR TELS WE T “KAZOWRS
POTUALY FROER

WHENUEE THROWS YOU P RAD THENPUSHES YOU DOAN, 'S E35Y TO BECOVE VAN -
DESRESSIE W BIXKEADONGER APHEARS. 1 PUSHES WY 190D, 1€ USHES THE HD T
DS THS NG

1CANTORRW STRAGHT LNES. WHEN | DRAW STRAIGHT LGS, T BEKKELDONGER FopiaRs
ADMESSES TR

TFEEL G TILIVIG LIE ACICROR IS AOST T EAD OF My SOLL'S WTRAL LIFE. 1L 86
HRED B THE CHNESE FOR 1000 YO 11 TAKE SUZKRZE'S DRUGHTER'S NWE WITHME 10
THE GRAVE | R SEE M GROPELDONGER.

CARTHVMICH S BN CONPACTED BY REGRET LPON REGRET EVNTIALLY BECONES AN C-
VE FALT ZON, D SCKS M U NONE PECE. GOODBYE, KO3 KUMETR! GOODBTE!
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