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White Day, page 31

White Day is a day celebrated in Japan on March 14, one month after Valenting’s Day. It s considered
a chance for reciprocation after Valentine’s Day, when women give chocolate to men. On White Day,
men typically give women cookies, jewelry, white chocolate, white ingerie or marshmaliows. It is also
observed in South Korea, Taiwan and China.

Komi Hirose, page 38

Komi Hirose is a J-pop singer, known for singing at ski resorts.

IFPOSSIBLE, I'D PREFER
RBARENBO SHOGUN OR
DEVIL SHOGUN.

Abarenbo Shogun and Akuma Shogun, page 39

These are fictional characters in a popular TV drama (the former), and a popular manga and anime (the
latter). Shogun is a military rank and historical title for military dictators in Japan.
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Kani Shogun. page 39

Kani Shogun s a seafood restaurant chain in Japan.

Hichori, page 41

Hichori Morimoto is a Japanese profession baseball player.
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Nankyoku Monogatari, page 18

Literally “South Pole Story,” and released in the U.S. as “Antarctica,” This is a 1983 Japanese film about
a 1958 Japanese scientific expedition to the South Pole, and its dramatic rescue from the impossible
weather conditions. It focuses on the relationship between the scientists and theirloyal and hard-working
dogs.
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People expelled from Makuhari Messe, page 18
Makuhari Messe is an event space in Chiba. It used to house the major comic convention Comiket,

but in 1990 the venue refused to host the event due to the controversial nature of some dojinshi. Many
manga otaku remember ths and hold a grudge against Makuhari Messe. Since then the event has been
held at Harumi and at Tokyo Big Site.
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Courtesy Chocolates, page 22

On Valentine’s Day in Japan, women commonly give chocolates to men—not just romantic interests but
also to their colleagues, co-workers, etc. These types of chocolates have been termed courtesy (“giri")
chocolates.

Shinobu Terajima, page 30
Shinobu Terajima is a Japanese actress.

178 TRIPLE-
RETURN
PREVENTION
CHOCOLATE.

Triple Return, page 30

Traditionaly, in some parts of Japan,if one side of an engagement broke off the engagement, they

would be required to pay back all betrothal gifts (for example, money) in an amount three times greater
than that received.
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Akihabara, page 54

Akihabara is a neighborhood in Tokyo famous for selling electronics and video games. There are a great

number of adult video game stores too.
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HISTORY
OF STRICT
RULINGS ON
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PHONE NUMBERS
AND YEARS.

Memorization Schemes, page 57

In Japanese, each number has a few set sounds that are easily associable with it. This makes it easy
to come up with memorization phrases for dates and other numbers. Each phrase in this section in

Japanese contains sounds that associate directly with numbers.
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The Doll Festival, page 63
The Doll Festival, or “Hina-matsuri,” is held on March 3. Platforms
covered with a red carpet are used to display a set of oramental
dolls representing the Emperor, Empress, attendants, and musicians
in traditional court dress of the Heian period.
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Hakama, page 71

Hakama are a type of traditional Japanese pants.

Aogeba totoshi, page 93
Aogeba tétoshi is a song sung at graduation ceremonies in Japan. It is usually in the key of D or E-flat
major, in 6/8 time.
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The Hidden Blade (Japanese: *Kakushi Ken: Oni no Tsume, literally: “Hidden Blade: Oni's Claw’) is a
2004 film, set in 1860s Japan, directed by Yoji Yamada.
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This is a saying in Japan. Is it true?
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Mr. Sankhon, page 99

Ousmane Sankhon is a comedian in Japan, who used to be the Kenyan ambassador to Japan
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Christel Takigawa, Mona Yamamoto, page 113
Ghristel Takigawa and Mona Yamamoto are both Japanese television announcers.
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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suffix is used at the end of boys' names to express
familiarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.

=chan: This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for lttle boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
a sense of childish cuteness.

BOzu:  This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid" and “squirt.”

Sempai/

Senpai: This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group
or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
‘company.

Kohai: This is the opposite of “sempai’ and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It

connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Sensei: Literally meaning “one who has come before,” ths title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the
most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been eared, it can be very insulting.
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THE STORY SO FAR

Under order from the new government, Nozomu goes to Europe to
learn Dutch military techniques, but the prevalent battle tactics there are
American-style shock and awe. What's more, a strong Euro and 1000-yen
initial boarding fee for the subway awaited him. Trying to commission a
comic to promote the Japanese government, he becomes irate with the
reality that young French artists charge 90 Euros a page and up for their
work. “It's even more expensive than a certain company that we worked
with for 10 years! Apologize to La Seine no Hoshil” In such a state Nozomu
becomes depressed Under the Roofs of Paris, and devotes himself to
fantastical science as a means of salvation. He chants in Esperanto to
people passing on the street about how lamps will be the death of Japan,
creates a marine fire commotion on the Seine River with a self-made steam
vessel “Himiko,” and strikes fear in the hearts of London ladies as the
“Spring Man,” who turns humiliation into springs. His aim is the Pacodania
UFO Base: “Never fear great powers of Europe and Americal | will protect
Asia with my science!” At that time he receives a telegraph saying “Return
to Japan immediately, Aoi Miyazaki Marriage.”
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:

OCCUPRTION: STUDENT

NAMES: KAERE KIMURR, CHIRI KITSLL, MERL OTONASH
NAMI HITO, HARUMI FLUIYOSH, KAGERO SUI

DEFENDANT:
OCCUPRTION: HIGH SCHOOL TERCHER
NAME: NOZOMU ITOSHIKI

DATE: APRIL1
ATTN: CHIEF OF POLICE

- PURPOSE OF ACCUSATION

THE BELOW ACTS BY THE DEFENDANT ARE THOGHT TO FALL LNDER MISDEMERNOR STRTLITE,
ARTICLE 23 (VOYEURISM), AND THESE CHARGES ARE REGISTERED TO REQUEST THAT HARSH
PLNISHMENT BE DEALT TO THE DEFENDANT.

- FACTS OF THE ACCUSATION

LAST MONTH, THE DEFENDRNT RPPROACHED THE HOLISE OF THE VICTIM ABIRU KOBUSHI RFTER
‘SHE HAD RETLIRNED HOME FROM SCHOOL AND WAS IN THE BATH, AND, RFTER CHECKING THAT
THE WINDOW WAS UNLOCKED, QUIETLY OPENED THE WINDOW SO RS NOT TO BE NOTICED BY THE
VICTIM, AND PROCEEDED TO SPY ON HER BATHING ACTIVITIES FOR 45 MINUTES.

AFTERWARDS THE VICTIM NOTICED THE ACTIONS OF THE DEFENDANT, AND RFTER COVERTLY
'CONFIRMING THE IDENTITY OF THE DEFENDRNT, ASKED HIM TO PLEASE STOR THE DEFENDANT
BECAME SELF-CONSCIOUS AT THIS POINT, AND FLED SWIFTLY FROM THE SCENE. HOWEVER, HE
APPEARED AT HIS PLACE OF WORK, A SCHOOL, THE NEXT DAY WITH A BLANK EXPRESSION, AND
REFUSED TO ADMIT HIS ACTIONS EVEN WHEN QUESTIONED BY THE VICTIM.

‘THE DEFENDRNT'S ABOVE ACTIONS HAVE INFLICTED TREMENDOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAG-
£5 ON THE VICTIM, RBIRU KOBUSHI, AND ARE SIGNIFICANT IN THE FACT THAT THEY OCCURRED
IN PLBLIC. WE FIND IT HARD TO DENY THAT THEY FALL LUNDER THE CATEGORY OF EXTREME Nl
SANCE.

THEREFORE, RS THESE ACTS ARE DEEMED TO FALL UNDER MISDEMEANOR STATUTE, ARTICLE
23 (VOYEURISM), WE REGISTER THESE CHARGES IN ORDER TO REQUEST THAT HARSH PUNISH-
ENT BE DERLT TO THE DEFENDANT.






OEBPS/Images/image00049.jpeg
THEYRE
CHocoLATE

cHocoLaTe
YOUR MOM

GAVE Yo

cHocoLATE

YOU BOUGHT

vouRstlr! |
|
|

THERE'S SUCH
ATHNG S
CHOCOLATE SCARS
FOR THE GVING
SiDE, T00.

CHOCOLATE SCARS
FOR THE GIVING SIDE..






OEBPS/Images/image00170.jpeg
PAPER BLOGS

THE TRUGK
I TRUCK.. T TRUCK S LEAVIG,

THE TRUCK 5 LEAVING ONFRDRY

THE TRUCK WAL TAG Wy ORIGAFR MRSCRET TO NARZ (THE FRCTORN.

R YOURE RSN VE 10 WRITE SOMETHNG ITERESTING UNGER SUCH STRESSFL
CresTaCES?

THE TRUCK - THE TRUCK S LEEVNG,

VS HERONG TONRRD WAAZL.

ARTCAE R couENTS @ TRAGKBAK )

ANISHOW (ANIME & SHOW)

150 YOU HVE Y DEA WHRT NS WHEN SOVEONE WHO'S D O LK FOR 7 YRS
‘SIDDEML S S WORK TURKED NTO RAIME A 15 FWRRDED A VEGA PRI

S WORE L T PLOY OF ATV DRAYR TERE ARE LITILE DERTHFLAGS LL OVER THE LACE.
TTWEKES 0 SN CR 70 THIKFBOUT AT KD OF LABRDPIESS 15 FROUND T
CORMERATER AL TS GOOD FORTAE.

TV DEVE 15 ACTUALY RTER V. L DFERENT WS, TOO- SIGNS COVE FALLING 0w
ON STRGETS |OFTEN WALK O THERE W A EXLOSONNERR A REVOLING SUSH PLACE |
GO TORLOT, A HE 5L FROM Ny LINCHBON THAT 91T ATE WS FROM CHRGL

LSS COUD ALSOBE TRUS AT\ TSR0 M SOUL WITH T OFVI FOR AU FNMETION
(CONTERCT R T SERIES. 15 WHCHOVE OF YOU SH T0 57 SOMETHNG CLEVER LI
NN #COME 1 LKE SELLI YOUR S0

WELL O, T NGRS T THS AATION 3 SOVETHNG, T I TRRDED Wy LEE FOR:
‘SOMETANG T | WASERED 17 SOUL ON. S0 1! COEGN' COVE O WL, Y NEANS T
‘SO AL B8 N R VERY 85D STATE WOWEVER, T SRS T A CREATED B 590 Gl
S, HOSE SOULS ARE N VERY GOOD STRTE WL B2 FAVTRSTIC. T SURE 1T WL LEHD TO
R FEATURE LENGTHPLI WY WL DR T CRONDS WITHOUT Y FROMOTION.

R WEORTATLY VE N0 NTEREST WA LOWING MISELY TO.B€ SWELY KILED OFF LI
125 T SRARAPANG WAR BETWEENVE AN 11 OV S BEGIAL

(CHBEVE F YOURRE SONTENT ON KELNG Ve, ABE 1L 15T GO FYEAD 10 680 1
GERORE YU CANGET Ml

FAKE FUNERAL

S0 IWENT FHERD AND DIED. | DIED RAD THEN CAME BACK.
3R 2 CERTANLOCATION N TR0

KO3 KUMETR BUDDHIST NG “NEMGAN KLRAYRMNOSLKE THE FARENEL CERENONY
WS CONDLCTED FUNRERLY Ao PROPERLY

COUMEORATE Ny AT,

RSFOR THE CEREMONY. | TRIED K320 TO WEKE T REALISTIC FOR EXRUBLE #5071

T MADE ME THINK, *PM DERD. “OHbL (M DERD.

TWS DRESSED WHITE ROGES, LT I A COFF R, AND CARRIED INTO THEHALL WHLE
Oy OISV MSIDE THE GO, EVER TONE STRRTED CHLCKLIG, SOV PEOPLE EVEN
LRUHED Ot LD,

1THOUGHT AT I DID I TwS RERLISTICALLY, ONE OR TWO PECPLE WOLLD THK T
WS REAL A0 | WOLLD HEAR SOME CRYING. BUT NG, OVLY LAUGHTER.






OEBPS/Images/image00054.jpeg
| JusT

MADE SOME

TEA, WOLLD
YOU LIKE
SOMEP

\V { OH, -

THS IS
ABOUT 1/3,
ISNT TP






OEBPS/Images/image00175.jpeg
ot

HAR ALLBY
YOI oI MYSELF






OEBPS/Images/image00055.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00052.jpeg
—

s

N
Q
MPOSSIBLE
TO RETURN

BuT I AoREE
THAT TRIPLE

RETURN IS
A STRANGE

—
1GuEss
THRT WOULD

8ut
pEopLe

GIVE OTHER BEFNE FFIT

BETROTHAL WERE OMY

‘cHoco-

GIFTS.
LATE.

THREE TWES
e it ~
o JANT il
o [7=HoW |
.EVEN IF A MAN he. Cod 2| g
MEANS. 100%
st io . || R 8 ) shcsze
RETURN 100% LOVE \\Neeack- || B7100% \"gy 4 1ok,
ON WHITE ORY. \ waros. SINCERE Lo
Love!
wTHE LOVE THAT
HE RECEIVED
whAS, AT HOST, FROM HIS
Wil eanes
DAY
'VE LOST HOPE IN
VALENTINE'S DAY, WHERE I'MIN
RIS ONLY GIVE /3 OF < DEseARY
THER LOVE, EVEN TO g N
THE ONEI" [
comswsr || woroe | [ QRIS
See || osscane ks
eacTyy3 || O0%IONE g NOTHNG
gmmicr || FouTe nEemibo

ONVALENTIE'S

oA/

ON wHITE
DAY,






OEBPS/Images/image00173.jpeg
ZETSUBOU

DANCE )
SONG

T16H JISNW
nogans.Liz

DEPRESSED

DEPRESSED

DEPRESSED

1so1

DEPRESSED  1GOT






OEBPS/Images/image00053.jpeg
w THERE ARE
THINGS ABOUT

YoU I DONT
HATE,

YOU KNOH,
ITOSHKIKUN.,

A

=
HH oy

You TRY
GIVING 1/3 OF
YOUR LOVE?

T i sk

AN
HERES A
COLLECTION
OF I3 LOVE






OEBPS/Images/image00174.jpeg
WELL,
EVERYONE

8AD

WAS SO






OEBPS/Images/image00057.jpeg
THEY CALL
THe SIBERIA |






OEBPS/Images/image00178.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00058.jpeg
1 8¢ NOW THAT THE
i BECAUSE THE REASON THE HINTER
HINTER SHOGUN HAS 15 LES8 COLDw

BEEN WEAKENED.

'S VeRY

THE CLASSROOM
COURTEOUSLY:

FEELING, SIRP

GETTING WORSE,
M RFRAD.

THAT'S NOT GOING
TO BE GOOD FOR SKI
RESORTS AND THE

TIGHTS INDUSTRY..






OEBPS/Images/image00179.jpeg
Translation Notes

Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often more art than science. In
the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, it's a delicate art indeed. Although
most of the jokes are universal, Kojl Kumeta is famous for filing his manga with references to Japanese
politics, entertainment, otaku cuture, religion and sports. Unless you're a true Japanophile, it's dificult
to understand it all without some serious background knowledge of current events at the time when the
manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign iterature and poiiics, so even Japanese
readers probably don't get allthe humor. For your reading pleasure, hers are notes on some of the more
obscure references and difficult-to-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-Sense.

HAPPINESS
N/

“Oni out, happiness in!”, page 7

This phrase is associated with Setsubun, or the day befora the baginning of spring. As this oceurs soon
afterthe Lunar New Year, it is considered a day to cleanse away all the evil of the former year and drive
away disease-bringing evlspirts for the year to come. This chant is accompanied by tossing beans.

DEMON
ISLAND ONI-
GASHIMAP

THERE'S NO
‘SUCH PLACE
INREAL LIFE.

Demon Island Onigasmm, page8

Tl N dbntaiiinihe Jisanans dobdae Kamatail Bub dose nataiet in il 1
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ANIME MISERABLES (WHAT MISERY)

Hoping to animate just one series, | was subjected to an agony-
filled 17 years of manga lifestyle imprisonment. Al the anime:
companies had turned me away at the door because of my
record of dirty humor. And now, even though an act of charity by
abishop has brought me an animated series, it s truly moving
image miserable at the post-production phase. It's a U channel,
0 it's actual broadcasting miserable. Animating a series is
nothing; the true horror is that it does not move. If | hung the
first time, what misery! If | didn’t hang, what misery! It's please
PTA members miserable. Excessive dreaming miserable.
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