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“Book of Awkward Phrases,” page 134

This refers to a book released in Japan entitled Bush's Awkward Phrases.

Competition-free concert, page 144
The sign reading “Tatu Concert” refers to the Russian gil band LA T, who cancelled their
rst Japanese concert o very short notice.

2006 Go**0, page 144
Thisis kel a reference to “Goreo,” the mascot of the 2006 Soccer World Cup held in Germany.

Rangers from Secret S***dron Five, page 144

Secrat $*""dron Five Rangers, or Himitsu Senta Gorenja in Japanase, was the original Power Rangers
show and aired in the mid-"70s. The show started with only three rangers; two were added later.

2005 F1 U.S. Grand Prix, page 145

Only six of twenty competitors actually raced in this event. Most racers bowed out after
the track was determined to be unsae.

Gia*ts, page 145

In recent years, ratings for Yomiuri Giants games have been abysmally low.

JA*RAC, page 145

JASRAC is the Japanese Society for Rights of Authors, Composers, and Publishers.

Competitive park, pago 148

Many of Japan's urban parks have become homeless encampments.
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Aizu and Choushuu, page 26
Aizu is now known as Fukushima prefecture, and Choushuu is now
Yamaguchi prefecture. There was a war between the two in 136

A professor's sexual perversion, page 26
“This refers to former college professor Kazuide Uekusa,
who was arrested several imes for groping women on the train.

Baseball club, page 26

“This s a reference to the baseball manga Captain.

Shinzaburou Hanpu, page 26

After a falling-out with his family’s company, Shinzaburou Ichizawa
started his own company and took their craftsmen with him.

A certain cult, page 26

“The cult known as Aum Shirkyo is famous for orchestrating a sarin gas subway attacks.
Inthe year 2000 they changed their name to Alef,

Tokyo Mutsugorou Kingdom, pago 26
A wal-known anial ressarchar opensd Tokyo Miteugorou Kngdom ek

‘an amusement park called Tokyo Summer Land. Mutsugorou Kingdom closed due to
financial trouble but later reopened under different management

MY DERL MAN
18 TAMORL HIS
HAR IS PARTED
RIGHT DOWN
THE MIDDLE

Tamori, page 31

Awell-nown comedian and host of the popuiar daytime varisty show Waratte i Tomo.
Shichigosan, pago 34

Shichigosan, fterally meaning *Seven-Five-Three,"is @ Japanese holiday celebrating rits

of passage for young children. Children of ages three, five, and seven celebrate by wearing
Kimonos, visiting local shrines, and being the subjects of lots of cute photographs.

Chitose Ame Candies, pago 35
A candy wrapped in edible fce paper that chidren traditionally eat on Shichigosan.
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Boys' Love, page 43

Generally refers to doujinshi comics or manga that focus on homosrotic male relationships.
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Yoroiden Samurai Trooper, page 43

Yoroiden Samurai Trooperis an anime from the ‘80s about a group of cute boys who battle robols.

Botaname, page 45

Botaname s a popular candy. Each piece is wrapped in edible rice paper;
which resembles cellophane plastic wrap.

Kaiou-sama, page 46
Kaiou-sama s a character from Dragon Ball In order totran under him,
You have to crack a joke and make him laugh.

Johnny’s talent agency, page 46

A top talent agency that specializes in male idols and boy bands. Mitsuko Mori s a famous actress in
ner sighies to whosa events the agency sends s talent. In return, she involves them in her many TV
and theatrical productions.

Electronic toll collection system, pago 46

This system allows you to pay for freeway tolls without stopping. Gredit s automatically deducted from
Your card when you pass a sensor that' buit into the tollgate.

India, page 46

This refers to the Soccer Asia Gup that ook place in Bangalore, Incia. The soccer field was in terribie

condition, and there were several blackouts during the match. At one point the game was interrupted
b ks s Gt tha Belil.
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Translation Notes

Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often more art than science. In
the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, its a delicate art indeed. Although
most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for fillng his manga with references to Japanese
politcs, entertainment, ofaku culture, religion, and sports. Unless you're a true Japanophile, it's difficult
to understand it all without some serious background knowledge of current events at the time the
manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign literature and poliics, so even Japanese
readers probably don't get allthe humor. For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the
more obscure references and difficult-to-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-sense.

OR SUMO.
WRESTLER

TAKAMIMORI'S
ROBOCOP

WARM-LP!

Takamimori, page 9

Takamimori s a sumo wrestier who's famous for doing a itle warm-up routine before each match
wherein he breathes heavily while moving in a robotic fashion. This routine led former sumo champ
Akebono to give him the nickname “Robocop.”

Shiraishi, page 9

An employee at a Tokyo Universiy of Agriculture student co-op store who was famous for his answers
10 the comment cards that customers posted on the bulletin board. Although the board was meant for
questions pertaining to the store, college students would ask completely unrelated questions, some-
times sill, sometimes profound, allof which Shiraishi would answer. A collection of the questions and
‘answers was published in a book, and also on his blog.

The Handkerchief, page 9
Tris i a reference to a high school baseballplayer named Saito, famous for using a blue handkerchief to
wipe his brow during games. He became a media sensation and was dubbed “the Handkerchief Prince.”

**ku Hata, page 10
This is referring to comedian Youku Hata. He rose to fame with his act Guitar Samurai, in which he
wesie 2 KiVioRo A aios sanas e fin ot caliities.
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Spread legs, page 10
Usuiis looking at a photo of Taiwanese sex symbol Yinling of Joytoy. She's known for always having
her legs spread when she coes photo shoots,

HAIR. SALON TAKAO

COMMENT BOARD
14 buen reatly cold

kel Our saff, nclucting

st

Nabe hot pot, page12

Anabe is lterally a large pot, bt the term is used genarically to describe any kind of soup, stew, or
boiled dish made in a hot pot. Generally,the hot pot sits in the midde ofthe table, and each diner
serves her or himselt. Its a popular cold-wather food,

Masayuki Oguchi, page 14

A balding boxer whosa wig once came of during a fight,

Toraburyuu’s song, page 14

This refers to a song titled *Road.” The song, a tribute to a dead lover, has a total of thirteen chapters.

The Red & White, page 14
The Red & White Singing Competiton is a TV show that airs every New Years Eve. Sachiko Kobayashi
is a popular enka (Japanese folk) singer who wears extravagant costumes at each year's event.

Sealed pages, page 14

These magazine pages are sealed with cellophane to prevent minors from seeing inappropriate content
The pages also tempt people to shell out dough for the magazine, rather than just peeking at it i the
shop.

Moss Burger, page 14

A popular Japanese fast food burger chain. Thei sores often post photos and bios of the farmers who
grow the veggies and produce they use.

Nami-hei, page 22

Nami-hei is @ character from the long-running anime Sazae-san.

Bureaucracy, page 26

This rofom 16 e Tormaity goserhrmini.sin Jeoan s ilaiies Gacscrion.
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U-21, page 46

U-21 stands fo *under 21," andiis @ soccer championship made up of players who are twenty-one
and younger. Souta Hirayama was criiized for biowing Ksses to the audience afer scoring

a goal against China

Eraserhead, page 48

This is a common school prank in which kids place a chalkboard eraser above the classroom doorway
<o that it falls onto the teacher's head as he opens the door

Nightmare, page 53

A glam band popular among teenagers.

OR A THRTY-EIGHT-
YERROLD $HOJO
MANGA RRTIST

KO DRESSES UP IV
LOLITR FASHON!

Lolita fashion, page 54

‘Shojo manga artist Mayu Shinjou sometimes appears on TV wearing Lolita outfits.

Smoking, page 56
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Golf, page 56

This is a reference to Kazuki Enari, a former child actor and golf enthusiast.

i, S
Kansetsu bath, page 53
The kansetsu kiss is commony seen in shonen manga. Kansetsu means passive or indirect, and a
gansetsu iss happens when you place your own ips on something that was previously touched by
someone else’s lips. For example, f a g drank a sip of coa from a can and then a boy drark from the
same can, that would be a kansafsu kiss. In this case, Usui is enjoying a kansatsu bath by bathing with
Abiru's dad.

X Japan, page 59

X Japan is a metal band that was popular i the '80s and '90s, and which recently reunited.

Junichi Ishida, page 59

Fity-six-year-old actor Junichi lshida is known for dating younger women.

“Older” younger sister, page 59
This is a reference to singer Aya Matsuura, During a radio show, she once claimed to be in her teens,
but she later sad that her younger sister had just turned twenty.

Kikuko Inoue, page 59

Kikuko Inoue claims that she will be seventeen forever.

1KNOW, 1L
LISTEN TO
‘SOME MIKI

Miki Imai, page 63

N b o iair movwes o alboing ikio o e i s woman's ierebeciivis
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Wonder Valley Yuubari, page 68
This is atourist spot in Yuubar, Hokkaido, thatfocal residents are continually trying to shut down.

Dog Park, page 68

Atheme park in Hiroshima that was shut down.

wHOUD
HAVER
$H0GO
HAWADA

RING TONE.

Shogo Hamada, page 72

A popular Japanese singer

Theme song, page 72
Japanese electronics shops and other megastores often have catchy theme songs
that play in a constant loop.

“Tooryanse,” pago 72
“Tooryanse" s an old Japanese folk song. I plays at crosswalks when the ight turns green in order to
let biind pedistrians know that it is safe o cross.

| WONDER SPERKING OF
IF HE GOT MOVIES..DON'T
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WATANABE'S

BEEN ACTING.

LIKE AN
AMERICAN
THESE DAYS?

Ken Watanabe, page 73

A Japanese actor who has starred in several Hollywood movies,
such as The Last Samurai and Batman Begins.
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Koutaro Koizumi, page 99
Koutaro Koizumi s an actor and the son of former prime minister Koizur.

Free unlimited texting and calls, page 103

This is a reference to  misieading ad placed in newspapers by a major Japaness cell carrer

Bank service charge, page 103

Refers to barks offerng interest-bearing accounts on which the percentage paid was so ow that the
service charges for maintaining the account cost more than the interest paid out.

Largest market cap, page 103
A former Livedoor CEO claimed their goal was for the company to have the largest market cap in the
world. Not long after thase words were uttered, the stock crashed.

No signs of bullying, page 103

After school bullying incidents and subsequent suicides, school offiials and school board members
often issue denials like this.

The three Kameda brothers, page 103

The Kameda brothers are boxers who got in trouble for fixing fights.

It's me, page 105

This s a reference to a scam targeting senile, elderly victims. A man calls the victim and poses as a
relatve by saying, “Its me. Its me.” Tha caler claims to be in trouble and then begs the vietm to
ransfer money into their account.

Happy Coming of Age Day, page 114
The Seijinshiki holday, or Coming of Age Day, falls on the second Monday of January.
The day celebrates those who have tumed twenly i the past year.

HHe
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Ozeki, page 116
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Toujinbou, page 120

Toujinbou s the name of a cif in Fukui prefecture that i also a famous suicide spot.

Kabukicho, page 127

Kabuikicho is Tokyo's famous red iht disrict. Gertain bars in the area are notorious for extorting money
rom unsuspecting clientele.

Club on campus, page 127

Some cult groups use on-campus clubs to racruit new mambers.

Barbecue sauce, page 127

This is a reference to a hiker who was once stranded in the mountains for twenty-four days
with only barbecue sauce and water

World Cup, page 127

During the World Cup in 2006, Japanese player Atsushi Yanagisawa missed a shot even though he was
standing right i front of the goal. When asked what happened, he responded, “Suddenly the ball was
‘coming right at me...| was caught off guard.”

“My wife is gonna cheat on me tonight,” page 127
A man posted this phrase on an Iternet message board. Many people responded with advice and
comments and the posts were subsequently made into a book and later a TV drama.

Mariko Ishihara, page 127

Ishinara recently published a tel-all book about her lfe, revealing the names
of several celabrites that she datd.

Singers wearing risqué outfits, page 127

s s a reference to an NHK New Year's show, which features popular musicians. I the past, some
performers have taken advantage of the fact that the show is fimed live and have worn risqué outfs
that they didn' wear in rehearsal,

1zo Abe, page 134

Wi Kbeke o hdnee et mikilsies af-lonan.
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The NHK scandal, page 75

NHK is Japan's public TV and radio network. In 2004, an NHK producer was found to be spending
funds inappropriately. Several similar scandals soon followed, and people began refusing to pay their
public television dues.

Dish soap Multilevel Marketing, page 75

This is a reference to Amway.

Denentoshi Line, page 75
A rain line that runs through saveral fashionable, wel-to-do neighborhoods.

“It's really nothing special, but...” page 85

When Japanese people give gifts, they use this expression as a way of showing humilty.

Bonus tracks, page 86
Japanes CDs often contin instrumental versions of the most popular songs on the album, which car
be used for karaoke practice.

ice ball figures, page 86

Onigiri rce ballfigures were given away to people who pre-ordered DVDs of the fim Spirted Away.

Used Underwear, page 86
The Kanou sisters are a pair o celebrites known for their extravagant behavior. Apparentl, a fragment
of undervear was given away to people who purchased their photo collection.

“Most Popular Catchphrase of the Year” award, page 86
Gomedians who win this award tend to be forgotten soon afer.
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Animism is the belief that everything, animate or inanimate, has a soul. The Japanese Shinto religion is
often categorized as an animistic practice.

Ken ****i, pago 89

This refers to singer Ken Hirai
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Sugoroku, page 97
Sugoroku s a Japanese board game of which there are two versions. One is similr to backgammon:
the other resembles Chutes and Ladders. Sugoroku i often played on New Year's

WANNA PLAY
HANETSUKIP

Hanetsuki, page 67

Hanetsuki s a traditional Japanese ball game that is played by irls on New Year's. Players use wooden
paddies to hit a feathered bidie back and forth, much ke badminton.

Fukuwarai, page o7

A traditional Japanese New Year's game in which blindfoided players must stick eyes, nose, and mouth
o i Bl Ak, 1% wor oF Bes B the Thil o0 830 Diotiony... biit williout i Gorilon. o this till,
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THE STORY SO FAR

Our story begins at the Nishiogikubo International Film Festival, organized
solely on a whim of Leah Dizon’s. While the organizers praise the festival
and call it “a cinematic heaven,” another group that's been organizing an
anime festival is left quite unhappy. Ignoring the unrest, zetsubou-sensei

grabs a megaphone and begins to direct. He falls in love with a modern girl

who pretends to be a fan of Chiyo Uno. He later discovers that she was only
trying to frame him. She publicly accuses him of using the word “delusion-
al” in'a misogynistic context. The women’s magazine Fujin ***ron publishes
an article demanding that he repent. They put syrup on his nipples and bury
him in an anthill. Just then, Haruo Mizuno-sensei appears in an American
police uniform and yells, “Cut!”
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
asense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and *squirt.”

Sempai/

This title suggests that the addressee is one's senior in a group

or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession o art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lsts, but it is perhaps the

most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:
OCCUPRTION: STUDENT
NAVE: KRERE KIMURA

DEFENDANT:
OCCUPRTION: HIGH SCHOOL TERCHER
NAME: NOZOMU ITOSHIKI

DATE: OCTOBER &
ATTN: CHIEF OF POLICE

- RCCUSATION

THE RCTS BY THE DEFENDANT RS STATED BELOW ARE CONSIDERED TO FALL LINDER JAPANESE
CRIMINAL LAW, ARTICLE 204 (INFLICTION OF BODILY HARM, AND THS COMPLAINT 1S MADE TO
PLRSUE SEVERE PLNISHVENT TO BE HANDED O TO THE DEFENDRNT.

1.FACTS REGRRDING THE ACCUSATION

WHILE WE WERE ON A FIELD TRIP IN MID-NOVEMBER, THE DEFENDRNT SUDDENLY ATTEMPTED TO
HOLD ME RS WE STOOD ON THE RIVER BANK. WHILE STRUGGLING TO GET AWRY, | SLIPPED AND
FELLDOWN A FLIGHT OF STAIRS WHLE STILL BENG HELD IN THE DEFENDRNT'S ARMS.

THE DEFENDANT HIT THE GROLND QUITE HARD AND THEREFORE HE DID NOT MAKE ANY FUR-
THER ADVANCES. | HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCING PSYCHOLOGICAL DISTRESS DLE TO THE DEFEN-
DANT'S BEHAVIOR.

7O BE PRECISE, | HAVE BEGUN TO REACT NEGRATIVELY TOWARD ALL THNGS JAPANESE, IN-
CLUDING JAPANESE FOOD, CULTLIRE, AND LANGLIAGE. THIS HAS MADE EVERYDRY LIFE IN JAPAN
R VERY TRYING EXPERIENCE. IN FACT, MY PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA HAS, ON OCCRSION, LED
TO PHYSICRL PAIN SUCH RS HEADACHES AND ABDOMINAL PAIN.

| BELIEVE THAT THE DISGUST | FEEL FOR THE DEFENDANT IS SO STRONG, IT HAS LED ME TO
ALSO BE DISGUSTED BY THE COLNTRY, CLLTURE, AND LANGURGE THAT | RSSOCIATE WITH HIM.

“THE RFOREMENTIONED ACTS, WHICH HRVE CRLISED ME SEVERE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL
PAN, FALL UNDER JAPANESE LAW RRTICLE 204 (INFLICTION OF BODILY HARM), AND | HEREBY
FILE THIS CHARGE IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THE SUSPECT BE SENTENCED TO THE STRICTEST
PLNISHVENT POSSIBLE.

2.EVIDENCE
WITNESS - CHIRI KITSU
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