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City Hall, Page 144

This is a reference to a dam bt in Japan's Kochi prefecture. To make way for the dam, the former city
hall had to be submerged under water. During times of drought, the water recedes enough to reveal the
rins of the ity hall,

WWII-ERA JAPANESE SOLDIER

DISCOVERED IN JUNGLE

0Ia soldier, Page 145

This is a reference to Shoichi Yokoi, a Japanese soldier who fought in Guam. He was found hiding in
the jungle in 1972, nearly thirty years after the war ended.

“Radio Exercise,” Page 151
Japan's public radio stations broadcast radiio exercise programs daily. These are often used to help
moivate students and company workers.
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One-man bus, Page 58

In the old days, it was common to have a conductor on a bus in addition to the driver.
A bus with no conductor was called a one-man bus.

Swimmy, Page 59
Achildren's story by Leo Lionni about a tte black fsh that joins a school
of red fish and tres to blend in

Tokyo Sports Newspaper, page 67

A Japanese tabloid that features sports, celebrity gossip, and adult-themed articles.

Shimokita Glory Days, Page 75
A manga about a guy who graduates from high school, moves to Tokyo,
and lives with several female roomies.
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“Tokuho” Health Drinks, Pago 82

Japan's Ministry of Health assigns these labels to beverages that promote better health.
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Tama-chan, Pago 83

Tama-chan was a seal that got stuck in Tokyo's Tama River and became a media sensation.

“THE HOUSE
o it
HAS AN
JusT 100 OVERSLPPLY
Ay on OF STANDING
" ANIMALS.
Standing animals, Page 83

Standing animals became popular in Japan due to a hit documentary titled The Story of a Standing
Animal. The documentary tells the story of a red panda named Fuuta who can stand upright on his
hind feet.
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Osamu Tezuka-sensei, Page 26

Japan's most famous manga artist and the creator of Astro Boy.
He is something like the Walt Disney of Japan.

THERE'S AN
YANIMAL CROSSING"
CYBER FIREWORKS
SHOW STARTING /1
AT SEVEN.

Doubutsu no Mori, page 39

Animal Crossing, called Doubutsu no mori in Japanese, is a popular video game
that takes place in real time. There are events that take place within the game.

Shenron, Page 42

A character from the manga Dragon Balls who grants wishes.
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Shakotan Boogie, Page 45 ]

Shakotan Boogie is a manga about lowrider cars.

Winny, Page 54
A Japanese file-sharing software program.

Otome Road, Page 54

A street in Ikebukuro with many anime/manga related shops.
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Mixi, Page 84

Mixiis the largest Japanese social networking site. In order to join, you must be invited by
a current member, hence the reference to “chosen ones.”
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Regional items, page 86

Tourist sites all over Japan often have region-specific versions of snacks or other items.
The examples used here are Pocky and special Hello Kitty goods.

Northeast, Page 86

People in Northeastern Japan speak a dialect called Toohokuben. The joke here s that the regional
version of Shdnen Magazine shown here is called Shonen Magazun, reflecting the dialect.
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24 Hour TV, Page 86
24 Hour TV is a charity show that airs every summer. They air a selection of “tearjerker” cramas and
documentaries while trying to raise money for chariy

Beef Bowl, Page 87
Fast food beef bowl restaurants such as Yoshinoya are popular all over Japan. When Japan halted im-

ports of U.S. beef due to mad cow disease concerns, these restaurants were no longer able to provide
affordable beef bowls. Many of them switched to pork.

Suzuka, Page 88

This is a reference to the tsundere character Suzuka from the manga of the same name published by
Del Rey. A tsundere is a character who acts mean, but suddenly shows her sweet side. Suzuka is a
classio example.
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Rakugo, page 99
Rakugo is a traitional style of Japanese comedic storyteling
The highest rank in professional Rakugo is called “Shinuchi.”
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Bubble, Pago 100

Japan had a bubble economy in the '80s that led to inflated real estate prices.
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Uminchu T-shirt, page 101

This T-shirt is a popular souvenir from Ishigaki Island in Okinawa.
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Monster of the High School World Series, pago 110

This is a reference to Daisuke Matsuzaka, who now plays for the New York Yankees.
Lefty Monster, Pago 110

This is a reference to soccer player Takashi Ogura.

The Red Demon, Pago 110

A reference to Olympic judo gold medalist Willam Rusuka.

Eastern Witches, Page 110

This is the nickname for the Japanese volleyball team that compsted in the Tokyo Olympics.
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Light novels, page 127

A form of Japanese pop fiction that is popular with teens.
0-157, Page 131

0-157 is a type of E. coli bacteria that can cause severs intestinal distress.

Kakumaru, Page 131

The Manxist faction of the Japan Revolutionary Communist League.

[P
Dia and Vzak or Athrun and Vzak, Page 137

Dia, Athrun, and Yzak are characters from the manga Gundam Seed (published by Del Rey).
Harumi is matching up the different male characters into possible couples.
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Kyojin no Hoshi, page 140

This is a reference to the famous 1960s baseball manga Kyojin no Hoshi (Star of the Giants)
which was recently remade.
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Too young to drive, Page 141
In Japan, the driving age is eighteen.
The Sk*line, Page 142

This is most likely a reference to Nissan's Skyline model of car
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Team Love, Page 113
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Manga café, page 115

A reference to a college sports club that was involved in gang-raping young women.

Cafés with large manga libraries. Customers pay an hourly fee

to hang out and read as much manga as they please.
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Superbaths, page 115
Large-scale bathing complexes that usually house five or six difirent types of baths and saunas.
They often offer massage services and have restaurants and cafés attached

.. BETWEEN A
SLACKER AND.
ASHUT-IN.

Shut-in, Page 115
Shut-in, or hikkomoriin Japanese, describes a modern Japanese phenomenon of people who attempt
to survive without leaving their rooms or apartments and live with as little human contact as possible.
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THE STORY SO FAR

Diagnosed with a mysterious disease called ochapil, Nozomu is suddenly
hospitalized at the sanatorium on the hill. His situation attracts the attention
of people who are obsessed with tragic cellphone novels, and they visit
Nozomu one after another crying, “I'm so sorry, I'm so sorry.” It almost
seems that people would be disappointed if Nozomu didn’t die. The doctor
informs Nozomu that the actual name of the disease is aeromonasu. Upon
hearing this, Nozomu worries that his disease will cause him to have erotic
fantasies about a girl named Mona. He later learns that aeromonasu is
actually a disease that only infects fish, so it must have been some kind of
mistake. Now what? More and more people keep visiting the hospital
expecting Nozomu's imminent death. One of them happens to be an
ex-athlete on a journey of self-discovery. He brings a camera crew with
him, and gives Nozomu a soccer ball with the word dream written on it.
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
asense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and *squirt.”

Sempai/

This title suggests that the addressee is one's senior in a group

or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession o art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lsts, but it is perhaps the

most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:

OCCUPATION: STUDENT

NAME: KRERE KIMLIRA, KRERO KIMURA, KAERUNA KIMURR, KARINA KIMURA
KREBOBO KIMURR, KRERETTA KIMURA

DEFENDANT:
OCCUPATION: HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
NAME: NOZOMU ITOSHIKI

DATE: OCTOBER &
RTTN: CHIEF OF POLICE

- ACCUSATION

THE ACTS BY THE DEFENDRNT RS STRTED BELOW ARE CONSIDERED TO GO AGAINST JAPRANESE.
LAW, ARTICLE 34, REGARDING COMVERCIAL TRANSACTIONS, AND THIS COMPLAINT IS MADE TO.
PURSUE SEVERE PUNISHVENT TO BE HINDED OLT TO THE DEFENDANT.

1. FACTS REGARDING THE ACCLISATION

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER, THE DEFENDRNT HAS BEEN PROMOTING THE SALE OF
HEALTHFOODS TO HIS STUDENTS OLTSIDE OF CLASS HOURS. HE WAS HEARD SAYING, "HERE'S.
R BUSINESS THAT'S A GLARANTEED MONEYMAKER. DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A MEMBERP”
S SOON AS WE REGISTERED TO BECOME MEMBERS, AN EXECLTIVE MEMBER CAME OVER AND.
TOLD US, *YOU NEED TO PURCHASE THESE PRODLICTS IN ORDER TO START YOUR BLISINESS.”
WE AL REFUSED TO PURCHRSE ANYTHING, BUT HE PERSISTENTLY CALLED LIS AND PRESSURED
LS UNTIL WE PAID SEVERAL HUNDRED THOLISAND YEN FOR THE PRODLCTS.

LATER, WHEN WE TRIED TO RETURN THE REVAINING LINSOLD PRODLICTS, HE SAID, *NO RE-
FUNDS,” WHICH COMPLETELY CONTRRDICTS THE PROMISES HE MADE TO LIS WHEN WE ORIGI-
NALLY PURCHASED THE PRODLICTS.

THE AFOREMENTIONED ACTS ARE IN VIOLATION OF JAPANESE LAW, ARTICLE 34 (PROVIDING.
"FALSE INFORMATION, AND WE HEREBY FILE THIS CHARGE IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THE SUS-
PECT BE SENTENCED TO THE STRICTEST PUNISHMENT POSSIBLE.

2. EVIDENCE
WITNESS - KRFUKR FULRR

3. SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION DOCUMENT - ONE COPY
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0Oden, Page 12
‘Oden is a Japanese dish that's popular in the fall and winter. It's made up of several
ingredients such as eggs, daikon radish, tofu, and fish cakes, boiled in a dashi broth.

WE'LL OFFER
THESE TO THE
UNCONNECTED
DERD WHO HAD

Good luck pot, Page 14
This is a reference to items commonly sold by Japanese cultiike groups. The good luck pot is said to
increase your luck and chance of aquiring wealth, but groups charge hundreds of dollars for tickets.

PLACE THESE
OFFERINGS IN

THE LANTERNS
AND SET THEM
ADRFT.

Vashigani, page 16

A slang term used to describe a very poor quality anime.
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Bikkuriman Chocolate, Page 16
Bikkuriman chocolate s a chocolate-flavored wafer that comes with cartoon character stickers. This
panel is a reference to a series of baseball card stickers that were included with the candies.

Bow-lingual, page 25

“Bow-lingual” is a Dog/Human translation program that was created by a Japanese company.

Washlet, Pago 25

Washlets are automatic bidets that are bult into Japanese hi-tech toilets.





OEBPS/Images/image00175.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00055.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00176.jpeg
Translation Notes

Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerers, and translation is often more art than science. In
the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sense, i's a delicate art indeed. Although
most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for filing his manga with references to Japanese
politcs, entertainment, ofaku culture, religion, and sports. Unless you're a true Japanophile, its dificult
to understand it all without some serious background knowledge of current events at the time the.
‘manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign iterature and politcs, so even Japanese
readers probably don't get allthe humor. For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the
‘more obscure references and diffcult-to-transiate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei.

Warning! Do not write these characters too close to one another!, page 4
When the three kanji characters that make up the sensei' firt name, toshiki Nozomu, are combined,
they resemble the kanjithat make up the phrase “zetsubo,” meaning “despair/hopelessness.” This is
wher the nickname Zetsubou-sensei comes from.

1T JUST LIKE THE

THIS IS A MEWORIAL FESTIVAL OF A
SERVICE FOR THE THOUSAND LGHTS
UNCONNECTED DEFD. THAT THEY HAVEIN

KY010..

Unconnected dead, Page 7

The concept of “unconnacted dead” comes from Japanese Buddhism and describes a deceased
person whois stuck in a state of imbo. Generally,these are people who pass on without loved ones or
descendants to see them off into the next worl.

Akutagawa Prize, page 11
The Akutagawa Prize is a Japanese literary award that i presented twice a year. It a Japanese version
of the Puiitzer Prize for best novel.
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