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The Girl Who Leapt Through Time, pago 146

This s the it of  popular novel, which has been made into movies, TV cramas, and anime.
It about & high school gi who wakes up one day and realizes she can go back in time.
“The original ttle was Toki wo Kakeru Shoio.

Bu*** Son, page 150

This s probably a reference to Buron Son, creator of the series Fist of the North Sta.
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Yogurt, page 51
One of Japan's most popular yogurt brands s called Bulgaria. In Japan, Bulgariais synonymous
with yogurt

| BETYOURE
ANAYS
SHOUTING -

oUr Yrs

Amuro, page 51
Amuro is one of the main characters in the anime Gundam, and this was his catchphrase. Amuro ut-
tered this phrase before every takeof(. The gilpictured here i singer Namie Amuro.

HOW COME
SUNDRY
MAGRZINE
GOES ON
SALEON
WEDNESDRY?

A

Sunday on Wednesday, page 52

‘Shonen Sunday is a weekly Shonen manga magazine published by Shougakukan. The new issue
comes out every Wednesday.
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Winning Eleven, pago 52
Winning Eleven 10s a soccer game series produced by Konari. It came out n 2006

Mitarai, page 53
The sign featured here actually reads mitaai in Japanese, The characters that spel out miarai can
also be read as “bathroom,” hence the reference to potty jokes.

Oku-san, pago 54

The sign here actully says Oku. In Japanese okusan means “wife,” o 1o refer o Mr. Oku as Okr-san
would make him sound like a woman. Since this joke wouldn't uite make sense in English, we opted
to adapt it a wee bit
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The real Lupan, page 16

Tris is areference to Kanichi Kurita. He used to be popular forimpersonating the voice of the anime
character Lupan. When the actual voice actor who played Lupan passed away, Kanichi Kurita was
offerd the rol.
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OING SHORTFALL

NHK, page 23

NHK s Japan's public broadcasting channel

wON THE
ASSUMPTION
THAT OUR
GLEGTS WANT
TO BE VERBALLY
RBUSED.

Tsundere Café, page 30

Atsunders is a type of manga or anime character that starts out mean, but later turns lovey dovey.
Taoriirs cillie bin: sb cibbbl ot e lecasnes mal:cal shencamncn.
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Nagoya, page 31

Vagami, page 39

This s referrng to the TV drama Yagarmi-kun no Katei no Jjou, which is based on a manga.
Ryoko Hirosue, page 39

This s referring to the novel Himitsu. Inthe story, an eleven-year-old girland her mother get into a

car accident. The mother dies, and her soul gets trapped in her daughter's body. The possessed
daughter then has sex with her own father.

Naoto Fujiki, page 39

In the manga Seiyou Kottou Yougashiten this character is gay, but he's straight in the TV drama.
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Zico, page 42

Zico is a Brazilian soccer player who later coached Japan's national team.

BH..YOSHI-
ZuMr's
ESCAPING
DOWN THAT
PATH.

Yoshizumi, page 42

This is referring to Yoshizumi Ishihara. He is an actor who s also a certified TV meteorologist.
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Kana-chan, pago 54
The orginal Japanese readis “Hey Kanako, fyou marry someane named Ob, you'l become
Oba Kanako." Baka means *stupid” and Obaka na Ko wouid mean *stupid kid.

|
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—
Tsubasa, page 55
There's a popular soccerthemed manga titled Captain Tsubasa.

That's just the way it is, pago 65
(Gafé maids often wear cat ears, and apparently they are frequently asked why they do so.
Thats st e 1 ie® hos Brconss iha pik fescanss 1o i cation.
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Rokkou, page 55
Roktkou s a popular Japanese bottled water brand. T city of Rokikou s located i the mountains
of Hyogo prefecture,

Smile, page 56
“Smile* is actuallylistec on the ment of McDonald's restaurants in Japan. | elieve there is no
charge for smiles.

Ooizumigakuen, page 56
There is a train station called Ooizumigakuen, which means *Ooizumi School,” however there is
no actual school i the area.

Shimane, page 55

Shimane is one of Japan's least populated prefectures.

wil SHONEN
MAGAZINE?

Shonen Magazine, page 56

Shonen means *young boy” and Shonen Magazine is a popular weekly manga magazine.
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Tetsuya Takeda

KODAN

Testuya Takeda, page 57

Testuya Takeda is a famous actor. The editor happens to share the same name.

Law and Economics, page 58

he sign here reads “Department of Law and Economics” or in Japanese Hookel gakubu.
Hookei also means “foreskin.

Itchy head, page 72

Athair salons in Japan, it common for sylsts to ask, “Do you have an tch anywhere?”
Book covers, pago 72

Its Gommon for bookstores to put protective paper covers on books after ther purchase,
Wall circle, page 72

The comic market is Japan's largest comic convention. “Wall irce” status at the comic market
means that your group s popular and sl ots of Dovjinshi comics. Only a selectfew groups are
assigned to these spots.

Animei*to, pago 72

‘This is a reference to a giant anime superstore. The Tokyuu Touyoko train fine stops through
some of Tokyo's rtzier neighborhoods.
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Talent scouts, page 109

In Japan, its common for talent agencies to go out to the streets and scout out beautiful young girs
wwho could potentially become future idols. Many actresses, models, and singers started theircarers
this way. Harajuku and Shibuya are popular places to be spotted

2,000 Ven, page 113

The 2,000-yen bill was created to commemorate the year 2000, but it never really caught on.

Giants love, page 114
The Yomiuri Gianis baseballteam's coach Hara used this as a catchphrase.
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Donating blood, page 122

In 1975 Japan's Red Cross started a “Donate when you turn twenty” campaign in order to raise
awareness among the nation's youth.

il" e

YOKO KUMADA
LOOK-ALIKE
THAT THE REAL
YOKO KUMADA
1S TRYING TO
AVOID/

Yoko Kumada look-alike, page 130
-proctaimed Yoko Kumada lookalike set e to a vehicle and posted
the photo on her blog. She was amested for arson.

%}#m
YN 2 THIS 1S WHAT
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HAVING FUN, URASHIMA'
TIVE GOES EFFECT.
BY FASTER.

A
Urashima Effect, page 143

“Urashima Taro" s a classic Japanese folktale. One day, a young man named Taro saves a turtle

from a group of kids. To show his appreciation, the turtle invites him to an underwater palace called
Ryuuguuiyou. At the palace, he is grested by Princess Otohime who entertains him. When Taro
decides to leave, the princess gives him a box and tells him never to open it. When he gets back to
nis village, he opens the box. Smoke comes out, and Taro transforms into an old man. While Taro was.
enjoying his time at the palace, seven hundred years had passed in real lfe,
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Cram school, page 81

The majority of high school students take after-school classes at cram schools in order o prepare for
the college entrance exars. Some students who don't pass the exarm the first go-round enrol in cram
schools ful-time after graduating from high school

THEY KEEP.
INCRERSING
THE NUMBER
OF SEALED
PAGES.

Sealed pages, page 83

Some Japanese magazines have sealed pages (usually containing mature content) This prevents
casual newsstand literers from seeing the steamy contents without forking over thei hard-
eamed dough.

Soccer miracle, page 86

The *Miracle of Miami"refers to the Japanese soccer team’s victory over Brazi at the Allanta Olympics
in 1996, “Miracie in Berlin” rfers to the Japanese soccer team's vitory over Sweden at the Berlin
Olympics in 1936
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Yakitori, page 93

Yakitori is grilled chicken on a skewer.
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Point cards, page 96

This refers o the popular pharmacy chain Kiyoshi Matsumoto, Gustomers receive paints
whenever they shop and receive discounts when they collect enough points. Every once in a while
they have specialseles where customers get thity times more points than usual.
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THE STORY SO FAR

Nozomu is a Tokyo-dwelling psychic who is popular among the middle-aged crowd.
He has been invited to the village of Moushiwakearimason (Sanskit for “thirty-five-
year-old slacker) where people greet one another by genuflecting and reiting every
possible greeting from “good morning” to “good night.” The leader tells Nozomu,
“There’s something wrong with a young girl who lives in our village. | think it started
when she began reading proletariat literature.” Nozomu enters the girl's home to find
her on her knees, bent over backward. The villagers believe this to be a curse that
befalls the vilage once every one hundred years. It is immediately clear to Nozomu
that the girl is in no danger. However, in order to build on his reputation as a psychic,
Nozoumu makes a powerful declaration: “This is Kemuko's GG. A large dose of
Karumochin will cure her.”
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for lttle boys, pets, and even between lovers. It gives
asense of childish cuteness.

Bozu:  This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and “squirt.”
Sempai/

$Senpai: This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group

or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward under-
classmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It connotes
that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession o art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lsts, but it is perhaps the

most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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CGURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:
OCCUPATION: STUDENT
NAME: KRERE KIMURA

DEFENDANT:
OCCUPATION: KODANSHA AND PRIDAY MAGRZINE CHIEF EDITOR
NAME: N/A

DATE: JULY 5
ATTN: CHIEF OF POLICE

- ACCUSATION

THE ACTS BY THE DEFENDANT RS STRTED BELOW ARE CONSIDERED TO FALL UNDER CRIMINAL
LAW ARTICLE 176 (CRIME OF DEFAMATION) AND THIS COMPLAINT IS MRDE TO PLRSLIE SEVERE.
PUNISHVENT TO BE HANDED OLT TO THE DEFENDANT.

1.FACTS REGARDING THE ACCLISATION

AT ABOUIT H PM. ON A WINDY DRY, RS | WAS HEADING HOME FROM SCHOOL. THE DEFENDANT,
WHO HAPPENED TO BE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD ON RSSIGNMENT, TURNED HIS CAMERA TOWARD
'ME WITHOUT RSKING PERMISSION AND TOOK A PICTURE OF ME RS MY SKIRT FLIPPED IN THE AIR.

LATER, THE DEFENDRNT POSTED THE SO-CALLED *PRNTY SHOT* INSIDE THE SEALED PAGES OF
THE "WORLD CLIP OF BOOBIES” SECTION OF PRIDAY MAGRZINE.

INADDITION, THE DEFENDANT FALSELY STATED THAT | WOLLD BE REPRESENTING JAPAN IN THE
LPCOMING 2010 "PANTY-SHOT WORLD CLIP* WHICH HAS SEVERELY DAVAGED MY REPUTA-
TIoN.

THE AFOREMENTIONED ACTS ARE CONSIDERED TO FALL UNDER CRIMINAL LAW ARTICLE 176
(CRIME OF DEFAMATION), AND | HEREBY FILE THIS CHARGE IN ORDER TO INSLIRE THAT THE SUS-
PECT BE SENTENCED TO THE STRICTEST PLNISHMENT POSSIBLE

2. EVIDENCE
1. PRIDAY 2008, NUMBER 30 - SEALED PAGES

3. SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS
RFOREMENTIONED MAGAZINE - ONE COPY
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LEE NAKANAO

SEVENTH GENERATION LEADER OF
THE SECRET UNDERGROUND SOCIETY

AGE-26
HEIGHT - 181 CM, WEIGHT - 68 KG
BLOOD TYPE - A, SHOE SIZE -9
Hp - 217, M- 17

LIKES: WATCHING HIS ENEMIES QUAKE IN FEAR
DISLIKES: ANYBODY WHO FIGHTS FOR JUSTICE
TALENT: SNERKING LP BEHIND HIS FOE
WITHOUT MAKING THE SLIGHTEST SOLND
WEAPON: THE MAGICAL BLADE “GARASHA”
PERSONALITY: COLDHERRTED AND FULL OF PRIDE.
TAKES EVERY INSULT PERSONALLY.

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION
HIS EYE PATCH 15 ACTUALLY A RESTRANT DEVICE.
WHEN HE TRKES IT OFF, HE GOES BERSERK AND TURNS
EXTREMELY VIOLENT. WHEN IN BERSERK-MODE HE 1S LN~
STOPPABLE AND WILL KILL ANYTHING THAT MOVES. RFTER
‘SNAPPING OLT OF BERSERK MODE, HE MUST SLEEP FOR
THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. ALTHOLGH HE'S COLD-
HERRTED, HE IS AN ART LOVER. HIS FRVORITE PAINTING 1S
PABLO PICASSO'S GUERNICA.
HE IS CLRRENTLY PREPARING TO DO BATTLE WITH
THE DEVIL LIGHT SOCIETY, AND IS SERRCHING FOR
WARRIORS WITH SEVEN MARKS AND RTTRIBLITIONS.
HIS ATTRIBLTION 1S WATER, AND IT GIVES HIM MASSIVE
POWER. HIS FLAME SKIRT CONCERLS HIS POWER. IT WAS
PASSED DOWN TO HIM BY HIS FORMER MASTER.

1'H GONNR BE N
THIS MNGA RGAN
SOMEDRY, RIGHT?

1 REALLY
DON'T SEE
THAT
HAPPENING.
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KINSAKU TEMPLE

THERE'S NOTHING MORE PRINFLLL IN THIS WORLD THAN COLLECTING MONEY. I'VE
GOTTABURN IT SO THAT | CAN COLLECT MONEY. I'VE GOTTA BLIRN IT SO THAT | CAN
COLLECT THE INSUIRANCE MONEY. IF THEY FIND R PILLAR THAT DIDN'T BURN, THEY'LL
SAY ONLY HALF OF THE PROPERTY WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE. I'VE GOTTA MAKE SURE
IT BURNS TO THE GROLIND. I'VE DECIDED THAT | CAN NO LONGER GO ONLIVING,
SO I MUST SET FIRE TO KINSAKU. | WATCHED AS THE SPARKS FLEW. | WATCHED AS
THOSE SAME SPARKS FLEW INTO EDOGAWR'S GORGEOUS PALACE...AND THOUGHT
TOMYSELF, *MAYBE 'LL GO ONLIVING AFTER ALL*
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Mizumo, Omiai, Kuromate and Ru, page 11

When the popular baseball game Family Stadium originally came out, they weren't able to use the
player's real names because of copyright issues. Therefore, they changed the names to something
slightly different such as Mizumo (Mizuno), Omiai (Ochiai, Kuromate (Koromati, Ru (Ro), etc.

0D DY
REMEMBER THE

&O&WMW
Hitoyasumi, page 13

This is a reference to the anime fkkyur-san, a story about a kid who ives in a monastery and is training
to become a monk. Whenever he gets in trouble, he says, “Hitoyasumi, Hitoyasumi® and comes up With
an idea to solve the problem. *Hitoyasumi, Hitoyasum” means something like "Let's take a break, Let's
but here the character replaces this phrase with the words *Remember the old days”

since he loves everything “old.”

1M GOMNA START
OUT BY BECOMING
AFAN OF YUMI
FORCHYS HOW, <)
AD TN IATER |
14 GET INTO UM

mom, pago 14
‘Yumi Adachi i a former child actor who is now in her twenties. Her mother modeled for a series of
nude photos that were published in a book a few years back.
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Goro Miyazaki, pago 14

Goro Miyazaki s the son of the prolific animator Hayao Miyazaki (Totoro, Spirited Away). Goro directed

one animated fim called Tales from Earthsea.

Mayaya, page 14

Mayayais a fictional character played by Masahiro Nakai (from the boy band SMAP) on the comedy

show SmapxSmap. Ayaya s the nickname of singer Aya Matsuura,

I'M GONNR EAT
RAMEN AND
THEN BECOME

“I'm gonna eat ramen and then become a fan of Gamon!” page 15

Gamon Kawai is an actor. Apparently, he owns a ramen shop.
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Translation Notes

Japanese s a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often more art than science. In
the case of a text-dense manga ke Sayonara, Zetsubou-sense, s a delicate art indsed. Although
most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for filing his manga with references to Japa-
nese politcs, entertainment, otaku culture, religion, and sports. Unless you're a true Japanophile,

it's difficult to understand it all without some serious background knowledge of current events at the
time the manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign lterature and politics, so even
Japanese readers probably don't get al the humor. For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some
of the more obscure references and difficult-to-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zefsubou-sensei.

THERE'S THIS
PACHINKO.
MRCHINE THAT
FVE BEEN
OBSESSED
WITHLATELY.

Pachinko, page 9

Pachinko i a form of gambiing that is sort of a cross between pinball and a siot machine. It has be-
ome a gigantic induslry and s popular al over Japan. The machines are sometimes based on popular
characters from manga.

] T

1usD
1O THNK
BARCHA*TO
WAS A REAL-
LIFE SOCCER
PLAYER.

Baacha*to, page 11

This in.a rferinice 1o 8 charseter i the Konami vidécoamie World Soccer Best Bleven.
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