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TEAMING UP AS
YKOJI KUMETA"

INTERVIEWER: ER, WELL...MOVING ON
TO THE NEXT QUESTION. THE TWO
‘OF YOU HAVE TEAMED Lip TO WORK
ON SAYONARA, ZETSUBOL-SENSEI.
WHICH ONE OF YOU DOES MOST OF
THE WRITING?

HISAMOTO: HE DOES.

KOMETA: HE DOES.

HISAMOTO: DON'T TRY TO PIN THE
BLAME ON SOMEONE ELSE/

KOMETA: SAME TO YOu!

(BOTH INTERVIEWEES GRAPPLE WITH
EACH OTHER)

INTERVIEWER: LM..LET'S MOVE ON TO
THE NEXT QUESTION..

THE JOYS OF

DISCOVERING

INTERESTING MANGA
INTERVIEWER: WHAT'S THE MOST INTER-

ESTING MANGA THAT YOUVE READ.
RECENTLY?

HISAMOTO: FOR ME, IT'S MASRHIRO
FUJITA-SENSEV'S SEISHUN CHOCO-

MINT CLUB.

INTERVIEWER: ISN'T THAT THE MANGR FROM 0V STAGNATION B CSAMIKOMET
WITH 251 GIRL CHARACTERS?

KOMETA: THEY'RE NOT ORDINARY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS.

HISAMOTO: HE'S GOT TALENT.

KOMETR: YERH, HE SURE DOES.
INTERVIEWER: KOMETA-SENSEI, DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITES?
KOMETA: TRDRSHI MURREDR-SENSEN'S DANCH! KURASHI *LIFE IN A HOUSING COMPLEX.”

HISAMOTO: THERE'S NOBODY WHO CAN DEPICT LIFE IN A HOUSING COMPLEX AS SKILLFULLY AS
HM.

KOMETR: IN CHAPTER 35, *WEASLIRES FOR WEDNESDRY GARBRGE DRY,* THE PROCLAMATION OF
RLITONOMY THAT DIDN'T REFLECT BACK LPON THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEADER'S SOLITARY
LINEAGE, SEEMS TO HAVE MOVED R LOT OF RERDERS.
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WRITING STORIES
ALONE, WRITING
STORIES TOGETHER

INTERVIEWER: SO WHAT'S IT LIKE WHEN

THE TWO OF YOU WRITE STORES
TOGETHERWHRT KIND'S OF THRGS
Fepine

KowETR:

HISBMOTO: e
INTERVIEWER: .. AL RIGHT LETS MOVE | "S558
ONTO THE NEXT GUESTION.. o

NS

WE TAKE DAYS OFF
PROPERLY

INTERVIEWER: THE TWO OF YOU MUST BE
VERY BUSY, BT WHAT DO YOU DO ON

YOUR DAYS OFF?. WELL,

HISAMOTO: | NEVER HAVE A FULL DRY WHADDYA SCENE
OFF, SO THE MOST | DO IS PROBRBLY | KNOW! IT'S OF THS
WRTCH R MOVIE. ouTSIDE

INTERVIEWER: WHAT MOVIES HAVE YOU
‘SEEN RECENTLY?

HISAMOTO: THE BONCHI CODE. THERE'S
R HIDDEN CODE IN THE ROUTINES
‘OF THE MANZAI COMEDY DLIO “THE
BONCHI” AND THE PROCESS OF SOLVING IT IS INTERESTING. BUT | WON'T TELL YOU RBOUT I7
BECALSE IT'D GIVE AWAY THE STORY.

KOMETR: AH, | HAVEN'T SEEN IT YET.

INTERVIEWER: AND WHAT ABOUT YOU, KOMETA-SENSEIP

KOMETA: LATELY 'VE BEEN GOING TO ALOT OF SEMINARS. LISTEN, YOU/ ATTAINING SUPREME
'PERFECT ENLIGHTENMENT MEANS *THERE'S NO ENLIGHTENVENT BETTER THAN THIS.

INTERVIEWER: GOT IT. LET'S MOVE ON TO THE NEXT QUESTION.

P p——r————

DESK MOTTOS

INTERVIEWER: WE'RE GETTING TO THE END OF THE INTERVIEW, BUT CAN | HAVE THE TWO OF YOU
TELL ME WHAT YOU HAVE RS THE MOTTO ON YOUR DESK?

KOMETR: *AN OLD WARHORSE MAY BE STABLED, YET IT STILL LONGS TO GALLOP A THOUSAND L1
HISAMOTO: FOR ME, TS “ALL IS VANITY.
INTERVIEWER: THANK YOU SO MLICH FOR BEING HERE TODRY.
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ZETSUBOU
LITERARY
COMPILATION

THE RESTAURANT
OF MANY
CONDOLENCE
CALLS

RESTAURANT *FLIGU HOUISE”

PLEASE LNDERSTAND THAT THIS RESTALIRANT RECEIVES MANY CONDOLENCE CALLS.
“THE DECERSED CHEF MUST HAVE HAD A LOT OF FRIEND'S WHILE HE WAS ALIVE."

SWELL, YOU KNOW, HE PREPARED FUIGLI (BLOWFISH) DISHES WITHOLT ALICENSE, SO I1'S
NOT THAT THERE ARE LOTS OF FOLKS COMING TO OFFER CONDOLENCES FOR HIM. IT'S
MORE LIKE THEY'RE OFFERING CONDOLENCES FOR THE DECERSED CUSTOMERS.”

“OHNO../* SHUDDER, SHUDDER, SHUDDER. THE TWO BEGIN TO SOB.

“PLEASE BLIRY YOURSELVES IN SAND HERE, AND DETOXIFY YOLRSELVES.
THE AMBLLANCE WON'T TAKE ANY LONGER THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES.
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Translation Notes

Japanese is a trcky language for most Westerners, and translation s often more art than science. In
the case of a text-dense manga like Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, t's a dslicate art indeed. Although
most of the jokes are universal, Koji Kumeta is famous for filing his manga with references to Japa-
nese politcs, entertainment, otaku culture, religion, and sports. Unless you're a true Japanoptile,

its difficult to understand it all without some serious background knowledge of current events at the.
time the manga was running. Kumeta also uses references to foreign literature and politics, o even
Japanese readers probably don't get all the humor, For your reading pleasure, here are notes on some
of the more obscure references and difficult-to-translate jokes in Sayonara, Zetsubou-sense.

General Notes
Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei (title)

‘The title Sayonara, Zetsubou-senssi lterally translates to “Goodbye, Mr. Despait” It's a possible
reference to James Hitton's 1934 novel of a beloved teacher, Goodbye, M Chips (known in Japan as
Chips-sensei, Sayonara). The Del Rey edifion preserves the original Japanese title, with “The Power of
Negative Thinking” as a sublitle to express ltoshiki's philosophy. (The English subtite is itself a refer-
ence to Norman Vincent Peale’s 1952 self-help book The Power of Positive Thinking.)

igns

Kojt Kumetas hghy distaied and ralstc rnderings of modern Japanese lfe present one special chal-
lenge tothe leterer. Kumeta fls his panels with al the ephemera of everyday fe—street signs, product
Iabels, magatine covers, newspaper pages, and so on. s diffcut to replace ths text with Engiih
lettering without interfring withthe integrty of the orginal lstations. Out o respect for Kumeta's
unique artwork, many signs have retained their orginal Japanse ettering

Page Notes
Assorted references, page iv

Higashi~Jijo (‘East Jijo") is the name of a ralway station and the surounding neighborhood in
Tokyo's Kita ward. Daisakkai (terally, “great deadly sphere") is an extremely unlucky, “deadly” period of
one's e according to the astrological system rokusei senjutsu ('six-star astrology), while Tenchsatsu
(iterally, “deadly within heaven’)is an unlucky sign according to sanmeigaku, another form of fortune-
telling based on birth date and the kanj in one's name.

Assorted references, page 3

Hikikomori s a Japanese term for individuals who have chosen to withdraw from socety and notleave
their homes. The word comes from the verb hikikomoru, which means *stay indoors” or “be confined i
doors.” Its considered a serious social problem in Japan. “Coupling” is a Japanese term for coming ug
with imaginary pairngs between fictional characters. The equivalent English slang term is “shipping.”
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‘The Throwaway Bronze, page 4

Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei's chapter iles are usuallyreferences to Japanese fiction, generally cassics
from the prewar period, in keeping with Zetsubou-sensei's olc-fashioned clothes and tastes. This par-
ticular title is a pun on the novel The Bronze Christ by Nagayo Yoshiro (1888-1961). In Japanese, “the
throwaway bronze" s Seido no Kirsute and “the bronze christ” is Seido no Kirsuto.

New VYear’s cards, page 5

In Japan, there is a tracition of sending New Year's postcards, caled nengajo, to your fiends, reatives,
and business associates. The average family sends and receives more than & hunched nengajo, al o
which are delivered prompty on January 1, through an amaczing feat of the Japanese post offce.

Cut me off, page 6

This chapter is full of puns based on the Japanese verb ki, which meants “to cut, sever, or break
off." ' part of the noun ashikr (*cutoff”) and is also used in the same sense that "discard" is used in
English.

s sent e
oS
e commRCicRs
SouponT Touts
T T o G
0 LONGER!

Ruida’s Tavern, page 7
Ruida’s Tavern (Ruida no Sakabal is a location where unwanted party members are kept in the
untransiated 1995 Super Famicom game Dragon Quest .

Assorted references, pago 8

The *Shénen Magazine Editorial Cut-Off Meeting” refers to Weekly Shénen Magazine, where Zetsubou-
senseiis printed n Japan. Over the year 2006, the magazine’s page count went down, although its
unclear whether the editoia staf was quite so gieeful about it as depicted here. The National Center
Testisthe annual standardized admissions test used by public and some prvate universities in Japan.
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Dictator’s switch, page 20

The dokusaisha switch (*dictators switch”) is one of the many strange and marvelous tools used by the
it character of the manga and anime Doraemon. By using the sitch, Doraemon can make people
disappear leaving no traces of their former existence.

Assorted references, page 30

Inadditon to people, the tree is decorated with various things that cause sufering (such as childbirth,
company * " which usually entails people getting laid off, etc.). Hidetsugu Aneha (1957-)
s a former Japanese architect sentenced to five years in prison for falsifying data on earthquake safety.
While he was in the public eye, he also received a ot of media attention to the stye of his glasses (see
pages 41 and 127).

How Do I Organize This One Space?, page 32

Thisttle s a reference to Sakae Tauboi's 1952 novel, Njushino Hitomi (‘Twenty-Four Eyes’),in which
the main character, a primary school teacher meating her cla for the fisttime, thinks, *How do
evade these twenty-four eyes?"

Book obi, page 35
Obi, which lterally means the decorative sash worn around the waist of a kimono, s also used to mean

a narrow band that goes around the dust jackets of Japanese books (including manga). They are meant
to be disposable and usually contain blurbs and promotional text.

Chikuwa, pago 40

A chikuwa (iterally, *fsh ring") is a food shaped fike a hollow tube, butis meant to look like a stick of
bamboo. Its made from fish paste, egg whites, and seasonings. I's a delicious and cheap food source.

Assorted references, page 40

The Yomiuri Giants is Japan's oldest professional baseball team. “No. 4 representing Japan” rfers

t0 Japan's team in the 2006 World Baseball lassic tournament; thefirst choice for the No. 4 batter,
Hideki Matsu, declined, athough the role was later filed by Nobuhiko Matsunaka. “The West's graded
stis tops" is an obscre sumo reference. “Egawals one empty day’ is  reference to former pilcher
and now baseball analyst Suguru Egawa (1955~ ). “The sea of trees” refers to Aokigahara, the dense
woodland around M. Fufl which is infamous throughout Japan as a popular spot or suicides.
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Kefu no Ryori, page 41

Kefuno Ryor s a pun on Kyo no Ryori (“Today's Cooking’), a TV show on NHK.

Fujiko-chan, pago 42

Fuiko Mine, aka Fujiko-chan,is a femme fatale from Monkey Punch's classic manga/anime series
Lupin 1. She's known for hiding weapons within her spacious cleavage.

Duo x Heero, page 47

Fujyoshi's consternation is e to the fact that her djinshi (sel-published comics) have been leftout
forthe garbage collectors. Based on the cover, it a yaoi (guy-on-guy) pairing of Duo Maxswll and
Heero Yuyfrom the 1995 anime series Mobie Sut Gundam Wing.

Well, 'Tis Better to Be a Couple Than to Be by Oneself, page 48

Thisttle is a reference to a line in Sakunosuke Ocas 1940 novel, Meoto Zenzai ("Bravo for the Couple”).

YOULOOK
SPACED OUT.
ARE YOU
FEELING LIKE A
SNEW YEAR'S
BOKE"P*

SENSEL.

Tsukkomi-boke, page 49

This chapter involves a play on words from Japanese mnzai comedy,a form of stanck-up comedy
usually involving two performers—a funny man (boke), who says off-the-wall o obtuse things, and
straight man (tsukkomi), who reacts with exasperation and berates or slaps the boke. The term boke
comes from the verb bokeru,which carries the meaning o “seniity” or “aitheadedness,” whiethe term
{sukkori terally means “a powerfulattack,” “butting in,” or generally nserting or forcing yoursel nt
a situation. Shogatsu Boke ("New Year's Boke") is a slang term used to describe people who are “out
ofi” at the begining of the Netw Year (presumably fom all the holdays, partying, hustie-buste, etc),
Misinterpreing the meaning of tsukkomi and boke, Maria takes it upon herself o go around slapping
e i s ke ¥ Roleia St
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Free agent, page 9

Inthe original Japanese, the term “free agent” is abbreviated “FA”

Assorted references, page 10

IL s short for J-League, the top soccer league in Japan. Junichiro Koizumi (1942~ ) was the prime
miister of Japan from 2001 to 2006, despite some oppositon from within his own party,the Liberal
Democratic Party. (He's also referenced on pages 60 and 95, Golonel Muska s a character in Hayao
Miyazakis 1986 animated fim, Laputa: The Castie i the Sky. The Roppongi Hills complex is a sky-
scraper business megacomplex opened in Tokyo in 2003 (see also the reference on page 40)

THAT'S CAUSE |\
18 THE
TEMPLE FOR
DIVORCES!

age 14
An engir tera (dissolution/divorce temple”) i a temple that s traditionally used as a sanctuary for run-
away wives seeking divorces. The various wishes written in the first panel are references to Japanese
pop culture, such as the marriage between music producer/songwriter Tetsuya Komura (1958-) and
singer Keiko Yamada (1972-), and the often troubled relationship between J-pop star Sayaka Kanda
(1986-) and her mother, singer-songwriter Seiko Matsuda (1962~ . Kotachiyo is the nickname for a Fui
TV becitras.
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I'm Sorry for Being Born on November 4th, page 18
This il is a reference to Osamu Dazal's 1937 novel, Niusseiki Kishu *A Standard-Bearer o the 20th
Century"), in which the protagonist says, “I'm sorry for being born.”

Famous people, page 24
“The st of people with birthdays around November 4 includes anime director/screenwrite Yoshiyuk
Tomino, Golgo 13 manga creator Takao Saito, and many other celebries.

You sgg,
BROTHER? 1S A
KURUSHIMIMASL

HHAT IF|
HAD DIEV?!

TREE...
R YSUFFERING
TREE"!

Kumshlmlmasu tree, page 26

“Kunushimimasu Tree" sounds a ot like Christmas tree, which s pronounced *Kurisumasu Tsuri.
Kurushimimasu lterally means “you willsuffe Tsur sounds lie the English “lre” but can also be read
as "hanging.

LIKE, TAX
INCRERSES.
THRT GIVE
GRIEF TO

SALARYMEN.

xuzusmwwsu

cn:zos

Kurushimimasu cards, page 26
The cards are takeoffs on actual consumer finance bank cards.

Assorted references, pago 27

Coceo (1977-) s a J-pop singer whose 1997 single “Countdown” is apparently not held in igh esteem
by Kofl Kumeta, “Eating your brain” rfers to Hannibal Lecter,the fictional cannibal mastermind of
Thomas Harris's novels Red Dragon, The Silence of the Lambs, and Hannibal. NEET stands for “Not
curently engaged in Employment, Education,or Training.” Is usually used torefer to adultlosers who
still live with their parents. (See also the reference on page 141.)

Fish scale, page 28
This is a reference to a Japanese saying, me kara uroko ga ochiu (fish scales al flom the eyes’). It
means that a person s suddenly *brought to their senses,” 2., awakened to the truth of something.





OEBPS/Images/image00049.jpeg
IVE SUFFERED
YOUR PRESENCE






OEBPS/Images/image00170.jpeg
‘SELLING THE COLNTRY AND.

PEACE AT ANY PRICE.

Lo

THERE ISN'T ONLY T
ONE RCTUALITY

HANGING FIWGELF KIND OF
ON THE YOUNG SIDE.

L]

SO 1S NOT TSUMIKI
MIHO, THE ACTRESS?

8

¥
.
S
& S
£
8






OEBPS/Images/image00050.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00171.jpeg
Stem O BE
INTERTWINED
NA






OEBPS/Images/image00047.jpeg
/

DECORATE IT
WITHTHNGS
THAT CAUSE
You AN
BND MISERY

INTENTION OF
VNG U

gestoryou il wyuire for
snoup > | one oFYouR
DECORATE DUVB-ASS

|
x THE TREE.

expeNSIVE
PRESENTS FOR
THE EDITOR-
INCHEP'S
GIRLFRIEND!

KURUSHIMMASU
PRESENTS

Yo
BROTHERPIT'SA
KURUSHIMIMASU
TREE...
A vsuFFERING

;M AT
HRBPENED TO
My BROTHER
| whosawmrs
TRYNG TO

coumr
sucioEe

Like, TAX
INCRERSES
THAT GIVE
GRIEFTO

SALRRTMEN.






OEBPS/Images/image00168.jpeg
IT TAKES
GUTS TO
TAKE THAT
STEP
FORWARD/
NICE CAMERRA
ANGLE (HEH).






OEBPS/Images/image00048.jpeg
‘ g HPH.BENG
BORNON

\ o
Jumesomy | T Chre
£ Dk e
e vtk || G on o
cevs e || Rovser e

NOTHIG.

o
e fh SE e
THING? MAJOR VALENTINE'S
Al o iore
"\7 RUNED P/

e
o170
STOP SUCH
THNGS!

I THE WIFE
HAVING, / OF THE

AR | [ e

THIS KURU-
SHIMMASY






OEBPS/Images/image00169.jpeg
1 SUPPOSE
THIS TYPE

1S WHAT'S

7]

YOUVE CRPTURED My FEELINGS FOR ME. &

THIS ONE
LOOKS
LIKE ME.

&
82
£s
@ 83
g
: £
: 88
& | s, 3
£ ot |43
: G ) P 7
2 e o Aoy oo
H
ey werwes [y
&8 e
88 eciio,
] i
88 oicEneo
H S
£ e
5






OEBPS/Images/image00053.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00051.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00172.jpeg
eveRy-
ONE

CARRIES

A KNIFE

'S NOT A BAROMETER.
7 LRCKMAL

HE COLLAR ISN'T RIGHT AT

3
%
b

T

T






OEBPS/Images/image00052.jpeg
DATE OF MANUFACTURE: MAY 12, 2007
DATE OF EXPIRY: MAY 12, 2014
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DEEP STAGNATION BY OSAMU KOMETA

INTERVIEWER: | WANT TO THANK THE TWO OF YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COME HERE DESPITE.
YOUR BUSY SCHEDLLES.

HISAMOTO: LONG TIME, NO SEE.

KOMETR: LONG TIME, NO SEE.

INTERVIEWER: YOU'VE RESUMED WRITING RFTER DISAPPEARING FROM THE SCENE FOR TWO
YEARS. | BELIEVE THAT IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE YOLI'VE BEEN SEEN IN PUBLIC, BLT WHAT WERE
YOU DOING DURING THOSE TWO YEARS?

KOMETR: .

HISAMOTO: .

INTERVIEWER: WELL THEN, LET ME ASK KOMETA-SENSE| RBOLIT DEEP STAGNATION, HIS FIRST
WORK SINCE HIS COMEBACK. CAN YOU TELL LS, SENSEI, WHAT MAKES YOU SO ENTHUSIASTIC
RBOUT THIS WORK?

KOMETR: ..(LONG SILENCE)...| SAW Al DEAD PIGEON IN THE MOLINTAINS. AN OLD LOCAL MAN
LOOKED AT IT AND SAID, *IT'S BEALITIFL* THAT'S WHY | DECIDED TO WRITE THIS STORY.

INTERVIEWER: A PIGEON, YOU SAY?

KOMETR: A PIGEON... THINK I'VE SAID ENOUGH RBOUT THE STORY.

THERE'S A MODEL FOR THE ROLE OF THE ANTAGONIST

INTERVIEWER: NOW | HAVE SOME QUESTIONS FOR HISAMOTO-SENSEI. YOU WERE AWARDED THE
KARLCHERATAN MANGA AWRRD FOR DETECTIVE CAR-NAVI. WHAT DO YOU THINK MADE THIS
MANGRA SO POPULAR WITH READERS?

HISAMOTO: PERHAPS IT WRS THE SINGLE-MINDEDNESS OF THE LEAD CHARACTER. | THINK IT WAS
POPLLAR BECAUSE HE DIDN'T DEPEND ON HIS CAR NAVIGATION SYSTEM AND WORKED HARD
TO SOLVE CASES IN A MOST HLIMAN WY, AND ANOTHER POINT WAS PROBRBLY HAVING A
MODERN-DAY CD NAVIGRTION SYSTEM. AND THE SCENE WITH HIS MOTHER WAS VERY TOUCH-
ING, TOO, DON'T YOU THNK?

INTERVIEWER: IN THE LATEST EPISODE WITH THE RIVAL HDD DETECTIVE CAR-NAVI, A GORILLA
RPPERRS. WHAT DID YOU MODEL IT RFTER?.

HISAMOTO: IT'S JOE ODRGIRL.

INTERVIEWER: WHAT?! BLT IT'S  GORILLA.

HISAMOTO: RIGHT.
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[Ishhikoro boshi, page 147

The ishikoro boshi shikoro hat) s a gadiget in the manga Doraemon that causes the wearer to go un-
noticed by everyone.

Duke Fleed, page 148
Duke Flaed is the name of the hero in the 1975 sci-fi mecha-anime UFO Robo Grandizer. The last suri-

vor of his doomed planet, he escapes to earth and pretends to be a normal human with a human nam
although its not “Hiroshi Maigo.”

A thousand Ji, page 163
Liis a Chinese urit of measurement equal to approximately 2.5 mles

The Restaurant of Many Condolence Calls, page 162

s a reference to the novel The Restaurant of Many Orders by Kenii Miyazawa (1896-1933).

This
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Cicciolina, page 69

Gicciolina, aka lona Stallr (1951-),is a Hungarian-born talian porn star and polician.

THS ISN'T
SUCHA
00D
WRY 10

DESCRIBE

11, 8UTIT'S

MADE FROM

LEFTOVER
DREGS OF

Okara, page 69
This is a byproduct of making soy milk. I’ rch in protein and calcium and is really tasty, and healthy
when mixed with other ingredients. I’ also used extensively as animal feed,

Assorted references, page 71

The Orix BlueWave was a Japanese pro baseball team owned by the Orix Group. In 2004 it was mergec
with e Orix Kintetsu Buffaloes to form the Orix Bulfaloes. Hisashi hwakuma (1981-) did not want to
pitch for the new merged team, so he was released from his contract and signed with the Tohoko
Rakuten Goden Eagles. “Dog heads” refes to Chinese restaurants i Japan that llegedly serve dog
meat and to an incident i which a food importer threw an unsold dog's head into  river. He was
caught and gave the excuse that he thought it would be good “carp food,” hence Maria's comment,
The chocolate bars refer to the confectionary company Lote, a major sponsor of the Japan Skating
Federation. They often use skaters i their advertisements and are said to even have a say in the Fed-
eration’s selection process for skaters (see page 101). The *Osaka City Government” refers to Osaka's
infamous deficits, wasteful public spending, and pork-barrel projects. “Embroicery included” rafers to
an incident in which government personel used pubiic funds to buy suis, adding some embroidery to
justfythe purchase by calling the suis “uniforms.” “Teikyo Electic Power Company" is a play on the
reafe Tokyo Electric Power Company.

IT'S CALLED THE
PLUTHERMAL
PROGRAM!

Pluthermal program, page 72

“Pluthermal” i a Japanese word made of the English words “plutonium” and “thermal.”Its a word
invented by the Japanese government and electric utlties to describe a plan to use a new fuel in Japa-
nese nuclear pover plants (as described by the spokesperson on page 72).
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Plastic surgery fukubukuro, page 73

This joke refers to the Usno Clini, a popular clinic specializing in circumcisions, a fairy common form of
osmeic surgery among Japanese adult men, Therefor, the “leftovers" from their surgeries would be...

Tsugaru Correspondence School, page 76

“This i s a reference to Osamu Dazai's 1994 novel, Tsugaru.

Hanten, page 81

A hanten i  short jacket usually worn over a kimono.

Assorted tests, page 82
I contrastto the very serious tests listed on page 81, the tests lsted here are generaly fivolous o
of dubious merit. The Hakatakko Cerification Test i a test given by the Japanese Culture Kentei As-
sociation to promote interest in egional culture. The Nahamage Qualfication Trials s a test given to
promote tourism in Japan's Oga peninsula. Based on the local custom in which ramahage (demons o
bogeymen) visit people’s homes on New Year's Eve looking for “bad chidren” to scare, the test rain
people to dress up and play the role of namahage. The Akashi Tako (octopus) Test s a test iven in the
major fishing port Akashi City, in which people are judged on their knowledge of the fshing industry,
fishing culture, and the bty to test the freshness of fish and octopus. The Fabre Exams, named after
entomologist Jean-Henri Fabre (1823-1911) and administered by the Japan Association Herri Fabre
NPO, test one's knowledge of insects.

aHa
THERE'S A FvEGoT
MOLNTAIN T08E-
oFexams L, COMER
icancer <7 STUDENT
QUALIFICR- AGAIN/

Assorted references, page 83

*Practce and Learn” is writen in Japanese as Keiko to Manabu, th ttle of a continuing-education
magazine that provides information on various courses, schools, and qualiications. However, Kumea
uses it as a pun on the name of the playboy actor Manabu Oshio (1978-), who has gone out with many
iferent women, ncluding women named Keiko, Megumi Yokoyama, Natsumi Abe, Akiko Yada (see
notes for page 53, et The Time Schedule Qualiying Test i a test on how to save time on train and
eshancriation achedkiles i findling the tasiset roilbe.
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Otoshidama, page 53
Otoshidam s the pocket money given out to chiren on New Year's Day. The money is put into a
prety ltte envelope madie especially for the occasion.

Writing with a brush and ink, page 53

Kakizome is the Japansse custom of practicing callgraphy at the beginning of the New Year (usually
when sencing New Year's cards—see the notes for page 5. I the orginal Japanese, Zetsubou-sensei
makes an embarrassing misspeling, hence the English translation *Happy New Yar"

Assorted references, page 53

“Receiving fees” refrs to the Japanese law that each household with a working television must pay
monthly fees to NHK, Japan's national public broadcasting system. However, there s nio penalty for no
paying, so many (possibly most) people don't pay anything, and the system is sort of a national joke.
Autobacs is a chainretale of automotive parts and accessories. The Print Goceo is & self-contained
compact color printer invented in 1977, used for do-it-yourself screen pinting. Very popular in Japan
in their heyday, they were discontinued in 2008 due to competion from home computers and printers.
“Bought a white band” rfers to the white “awarensss bracelets” sold for charty by the *Make Poverly
History” campaign. Hikomaro (1966- )i @ Japanese comedian and TV talent. Aklko Yad (1978-) s

a Japanese actress who suffered from a scandal in 2006 when the paparazzi took suggestive photos
ofher on a Hawaiian vacation with “bad boy- actor/musician Manabu Oshio (1978-). Her image was
tarnished and she lost several big ad contracts (see also the reference on page 111).

Q L e BOKENASLI

Assorted references, pago 56

Pinboke means *ou offocus.” Bokenasu means “idot” or “blockhead.” bt ifyou take the word apart, boke
means “absentrinded” or*senile” and nasu means “eggpiant.” Tha's why Maria, who ofte inerprets
A Tsarinisis e e ke o ik A saapllatin Hee: and wiken s tleciains o 6 s sl
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Assorted references, pago 57

Ai Hamanaka i the ttle character of Tozen Ujie's frequently dirty gag manga Shojo Daisei Kateikyoshi
Hamanaka A (*Ai Hamanaka, Adult Home Tutor Gi"), which ranin Weekly Shonen Magazine, the same
magazine where Sayonara, Zelsubou-sansei appears. Rin Yurko, “natural boke, is a parody of the ido!
model Yuko Ogura (1983- ), who is famous for affecting a ditzy, innocent, “cute and dumb” look.

Peace bokes, page 59

Heiwa Boke ("Peace Boke,” o *Peace Stupor) i a term that has been used by hawkish Japanese
poliicians to describe Japanese people who (i keeping with Japan's pacifistic postwar consttuton)
believe that Japan should not have a true standing army or engage in miltary actvty overseas. The
building in panel 6 i the National Dit Building, where the main business of the Japaness government
is conducted.

Assorted references, page 60

The *Kyushu Kinkai Gas Filds" are a vlled eference to the Higashi Shinakai (East China Sea) Natural
Gas Fields, which li beneath the ocean floor between Okinawa and China. Japan and China have
disputed the ownership of the gas resources. Dr. Mashirio is a mad scientst in Akira Toriyama's
1980-1984 gag manga Dr. Slump. Former Japanese prime minister Junichiro Koizumi rally did ride a
Segway when President Bush gave him one as a gif in 2005, *Playing Boe" was originally writen in
Japanese as ofoboke (*playing dumb).

I've Always Called That Person a Leftover, page 62
This il is  reference to a line in Natsume Soseki's 1914 novel, Kokoro (Heart). The original line
teads "'ve always called thatperson ‘sensei.”

L

Fukubukuro, page 63

The word means lucky bag.” It a Japanese New Year's Day custom forretafrs o fl shopping bage
with unknown, andom contents and sell them for abig iscount, Originally, it was a great way fo
merchants o get rc of excess merchandise, but nowadays, there are some seriously Good fukubukuro
available. Fukubukuro are available from all iferent types of reailers, who fil the bags according to
ik tha Soncialine . atasatings wilh e W sorieti:
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Clairvoyance, page 99

When Kafuka uses the word “claivoyance” after Chi starts magically seeing things beyond her ream,
Usui snidely remarks, °| bet you set up this whole scary scene Just 50 you could make that pun!” In
Japanese, senrigan (‘laivoyance”) is written with three characters that can also be read as Chirigan
Ghir's eyes"). It's all because the kanjifor “thousand” can be read as either sen or chi. A similar sen/
chipun appears n the name of the heroine of Hayao Miyazaki's anime Spirited Away.

Assorted references, page 101

“TA i short for Ami Tokito (1987-), a former child actor and J-pop dol. She s often photographed
wearing glasses. “The anchorwoman’ is Yuko Aoki,a Japanese TV announcer who, in 2006, was rumored
10 be lving with a married TV producer. “What's inside the soup” refers to a plotine involving drugged
Soup in Yosei Matsui's 2005 manga Majin Tantei Négami Neuro (Demon Detective Neuro Négam). The
person who knows how 10 read the Poneglyph language” s the historian Nico Robin in the manga One
Piece. *Princess Kright” (iterally, Aibon no Kishi, “Krigh of Ribbons") s a eference to Osamu Tezuka's
classic manga of the same name, about a princess who disguises herself as  boy.
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Maki-su, page 102
A maki-su s a small bamboo or reed mat used to oll sushi
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Chocolates Returned Without Hesitation, page 104

Thistitle s  reference to Oshiminiaku AJwa Ubau ("Love Rabs Without Hesitation) a novel by Takeo
Avishima (1876-1923). This chaper refers to Japanese Valentine’s Day customs; on Valentine’s Day,
girs are supposed to give chocolates to guys they like, and on March 14 ("White Day), guys are sup-
posed to return the favor with gift for the girls, such as white chocolate. Evidentl, though, a ot can
happen in the one-month wating period.

m I \

Love just cancels itself out, page 109

The diagram n the lower eft s a twisted web of Japanese celebrities who've had affairs with one another,
including Manabu Oshio (the male O.M.), Megumi Okina (the female O.M.), Natsumi Abe of the J-pop.
group Morning Musume, and Susumu Futa (president/GE of the online ad agency CyberAgent, Inc.

Assorted references, page 110

“Revival ofthe bee bow" refers to the problems of the Yoshinoya Beaf Bowi restaurant chain, which
st popularity folowing the mad cow cisease scare in 2006 (see elso page 127) ‘Embyronic stem calls
efers tothe 2005-2006 controversy surrouncing the Korean biotechnologist Hivang Woo-Suk (1953-),
whose breakthroughs n stem cel research were later found to b a hoax. Yutori Kyoiku (‘relaxed
education’)is @ 2002 education ntative aimed at reducing stress in students and giving them more
outlats for sef-axpression by shortening the Japanese school weak from six days to five days (see.
page 113),reducing workload, and offering mre electives. Some peopls blame it fo a declinein Japa-
nese acadeic abiltes. *Hansfin” refers to the Hanshin Electric Raifway Go. owners of the Hanshin
Tigers basebal team, There were plans tolst Hanshin on the Japanese stock exchange, b they were
canceled when fans protested, Masahiro Kawai (1964-) i a former Japanese basebll player and now
coach. Hayao Miyazaki (1941-) s a famous Japanese animator who “reird” in 1997 from his company
Studio Ghibl, only to break his rtirement several times to work on new fims. “610,000 yen” refers to

2 2005 incident when Mizuho Securites Co. made a data errorin a stock sell order, enteing a clent's
order to *sell one share of J-Com Co. at 610,000 yen" as “sall 610,000 shares at 1 yen each.” Mizuho
Securites lost 40 billon yen due to the mistake. Babby Ologun i @ Nigerian K-1 wrestier who became
a popular TV personalty in Japan, despite a scandal when it was discovered that he had lied about hs
age (claiming to be born in 1973, when actuall, according to his civer' license, he was born in 1966
The Chilbis Caniralé nbamational Alibort was onaned it Japat i B008. daspite cilisianm of he made-us
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Assorted references, page 88

The Sanzu River, or “River of Three Crossings," is a iver that the dead must cross in Japanese Bud-
dhist tracition, similar to the River Styx. One common way of commiting suicide in Japanis o burn
charcoal briquets in an enclosed space and suffocate on the smoke.

Ah, silence..., page 90
A, Mugon... (b, slence") i a reference to Victor Hugo's 1862 novel, Les Miserables, originally trans-
ated in Japanese nder the titls Aamujé (*Ah, cruelty’)

Y TS
SETSUBUN.
ALRERDY.

This festival is celebrated on February 3. One of the main rituals is the “mamemaki ceremony” iterally,
bean-throwing ceremony) to drive away the evi spirits. People scatter soybeans out the door while shout-
ing, “Demons out!” and soybeans are thrown in while saying, “Good luck in” Roasted soybeans are also
eaten as a good-luck snack. Another ritual related to Setsubun, ehomaki, i described on page 92.

Things that shouldn’t have been said, page 93

The quotes are references to unwise comments made by various Japanese media figures.

Anatahan Island, page 95

This refers to a famous incident in which a dozen Japanese merchant seamen were shipwrecked on
the barren volcanic island of Anatahan in 1944. They found a man and a woman living there alone. By
the time they were rescued in 1951, five men had died in fights over the woman. The story became the
basis of a 1953 movie, The Saga of Anatahan.

&Y USNG A

foooid FUTOMAKI ROLL,

YOUDON'T HAVE

7O TALK RBOUT
THINGS YU

DONTWANT TO.

Real intentions toward other countries, page 96
The head on the left looks suspiciously ke former Japanese prime minister Junichiro Koizumi (see
notes for page 10).
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Assorted references, page 127

Yoshizumi Ishihara and Masamitsu Morita are TV weather reporters. Takafumi Horie (1972- ) is a Japa-
nese enterpreneur who founded the Interet portal LiveDoor (sse notes for page 110}, When LiveDoor
was investigated for securites fraud in 2006, Horie resigned as CEO but was indicted on charges. Ryoii
Miyauchi was LiveDoor' former CFO, and was also indicted. Mezamishi TV and Yajiuma are Japanase
newslinfotainment shows that run in compating time siots every weskday morning; both have fortune-
teling segments. Piko and Don Konishiare competing TV fashion commentators. Bae Yong Joon
(1972-) 5 2 popur South Korean actor who often wears rencl glasses, although Hidetsugu Aneha (see
page 30) o had an ineresting style, Takefuj and Aful are Japanese consumer finance companies.

Life Is Like a One-Tier Doll Display, page 132
This title is a reference to the 1927 novel Aru Aho no Issho (“A Fools Life”) by Ryunosuke Akutagawa.

This chapter in general refers to the Japaness custom of Hinamatsuri (‘Gir's Day'),  holiday on March 3
in which people display traditional dolls on a tiered display.

AT OUR STORE
WE EXHIBIT AND
SELL A VARIETY
OF DEGRADED
DOLL DISPLAYS.

i
Kyugetsu, page 139

Kyugetsu i a traditional Japanese doll store that's been in business since 1830. However, the Kyugetsu
store inthis story is spelled with different kanji that, although pronounced the same, mean “suffering
month” or “destitute month.”
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Assorted references, page 142

Panels 2 and 3 display an assortment of extremely obscure (and weak) mesha from the Moble St
Gundam anime and model franchise. Bakusho On-Air Batte, launched in 1999, is a TV show in which
Young comedians compets for laughs on-air (alone, i skits, or in manzai pais).
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“Kuririn Laughs at Yamcha,” page 143

Kuritn s one of the weaker characters in Akira Toriyara’s 1984-1995 martial arts manga Dragon Bal.
Yamcha, however, is even weaker.
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eration). The T corporation LiveDoor tried to join the Keidanren, but their attempt was cut short when
LiveDoor was accused of securites fraud in one of Japan's biggest corporate crininal cases of 2006.
“Alliances between TV stations and IT companies” refers o the planned business alliance between
LiveDoor and Fuji TV, which was canceled for the same reason.

Assorted references, page 111

“Gooling off the brothery elatonship* efers to the public ispute batween two popular sumo wres-
s, brothers Takanohana and Wakanohana, as to who was going to take over the honorable role of
“chief mourner” at the funeral oftheir sumo wrester father in 2005.

Assorted references, page 112

Its hard to quit the motoroycle gang Ifestye, partcularly in Japan. Nobuhiko Matsunaka (1973~ i

a Japanese baseball player who, in 2006, signed a seven-year contract with the Fukuoka SoftBank
Haviks. Paman, aka Perman,is a reluctant superhero in the cassic manga Paman by Fujio F. Fuj.
*Buying brand names” refers o the phenomenon of people who buy expensive brand iems, use ther
for awhile, and then sell them at pawnshops to get money to buy the next hot brand item. Due to pushy
salespeople, its notoriously diffcult to cancel a newspaper subscription i Japan. ODA stands for *Of-
fcial Dovelopment Assistance," a category of development ad provided o poor countres by rch ones
(not only by Japan). Kappa Ebisenis a popular Japanese snack food (a sort of shrimp-flavored crack.
ers)that had a famous adverlising slogan Yamerarenai, tomarani (*Can't qut, can' stop”).

The Story of Jiro, page 118

“The Story of iro" (o Monogatar) is the name of a novel by Kojin Shimomura (1834-1955).

Second opinion, page 120
Throughout this chapter, the term *second opiiont is used in English inthe original Japanasa ecition,
B I S T e S S U R R Sy
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Zetsumel-sensel. page 121

Like his younger brother, Nozomu, whose name can be misread as zetsubou (despait’), school doctor
Mikoto ltoshiki has a name with an unfortunate double mearing. His name can be misread as zetsumei,
which means “to d,” henca the nickname *Dr. Death.”
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Sanji x Zolo, page 125

Sani and Zolo e characters from the manga One Piece.

Assorted references, page 126

The Japan Teachers Union, founded in 1947, is Japan's oldest and largest union of teachers and school
staff. Arthur Antunes Coimbra (1953~ ), aka Zico, is a former Brazilian soccer player and coach. He
coached the Japanese national team from 2002 to 2006, and is known in Japan as soccer no kamisama
(the god of soccer”). Hidetoshi Nakata (1977~ ) s a famous Japanese soccer player. (*Nakata-shi"

s a very formal, respectful way of saying his name) The *Kitasenju Club" s the name of a hitotsuma.
Facenache sles® W) o, 16, & cenllsmen's chib withan ackiiiery Tiems.
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Sayonara, Zetsubou-Sensei: The Power of Negative Thinking,
volume 4 is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and
incidents are the products of the author’s imagination or are
used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or
persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental
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Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei:
The Power of Negative Thinking
Koji Kumeta

Volume 4
Shénen Magazine Comics

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS VOLUME

Nozomu, a man who loves peace and Stalin, is a veterinarian specializing in the care of
carrier pigeons. One day, due to an injury, one of the carrier pigeons is unable to fly and
Nozomu decides to become a carrier human in its place. He flies (on foot) to an address at
Higashi-Jajo but he throws in a dance for the addressee, a young executive with the Wind
Underworld Dance Master, and his delivery is rejected.

Nozomu s told that if he holds his breath and does an underwater yoga position, the guy will
receive the message, so there seems to be a smell of religion about this. When Nozomu tries
to back out of it, saying it's a bit much, he's forced to take ten quizzes. The guy tells him to
say the phrase “/'ll do ascetic training” ten times, so it does, in fact, smell of religion. When
Nozomu hurriedly runs out and jumps into a taxi, the driver asks him, “Dai Sakkai is a copy
of Tenchasatsu, isn't it? Isn't it?” While the driver is trying to get Nozomu to agree with him,
and Nozomu is at a loss s to what to do, a Century with a black paint job rear-ends them
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
asense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and *squirt.”

Sempai/

This title suggests that the addressee is one's senior in a group

or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession o art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lsts, but it is perhaps the

most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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