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“If a person just dies in a novel..." page 83
s s areference to  tear-jerking Japanese romance, Kyoichi Katayama's Socrates in Love, published in
2001. A massive bestselle, it was adapted into manga, a TV drama, and a ve-action fim.

Assorted references, pago 85

Jurichiro Koizumi (1942-) was the prime miniter of Japan from 2001 o 2006, during whichtime he became
known as an economic reformes.“The piano man” efes to Anceas Grassl (1984-), aGerman man found
wandaring th sireats in England in April 2005, who remained unidentified for moro than four monthe cue o
His efusalto communicate apart from drawing and playig the piano. Actor Yuya Yagira (1990- ) became the
Youngest person ever toraceive the Best Actor Award at the Cannes Fim Festva or isrole in the 2004 i
Nobody Knows. The Seakagoke Spider (seakagoke gumo) was.a polsonous spidar that became the focus

of a public health care when it was ciscovered t have extended s habita around Osaka Bay. “Minus lon”
devices, lso known as “negative ion” davices, are a type of i purfies tha are supposed to cause haalth
banafits by ionizing air molacules. Naniua Ward is @ neighborhood n Osalka, Japan. Japanose department
stores aro famous for seling food in their basaments, often in hgh-clss restaurants ith famous chels, and the
competion among stoes s inense. “Ramen Wars” efes to 2005 incident in Japan when a ealous ramen
shop ovner kidnapped and beat a former business partner who had founded a more successful ramen shop
by himsa, Tha “Korean Wave refers to  huge surge n the popular of South Korean pop culture thoughout
Japan and the rest of Asian the 1990s; some Japanese people reacted against tis with expressions of ant-
Korean sentimant. The Roppongi Hils Zoku, or"Hils Tib," i a ickname for the lashy, newr-money tananis
of Tokyo's Roppongi Hils business megacomplx, opened in 2003, Agaicus is a mushroom known or i
purported mdical propertis. “Suicup” s anickname for riFuruse, a former NHK newscaster known fo he
largo braasts (suika means “watermelon). Odaiba and Shiodom ara trencl neighborhoods buit on racaimed
land in Tokyo Bay

Assorted references, pago 86

The Avex Group is  music abel and entertainmen company in Japan, known fo repackaging fading sars
musi, such as with the 2005 group Cutie Mommy, mad up of three idolsingers from the eightes. Corocoro
Comic i  manga magazin aimad at clementary school kids, featuring many toy and video game manga.
Hakkutsul Arsaru Dajten (‘Excavatel An Encyclopedia of Facts®) was a 1996-2007 TV nfotainment prograr.
1n2007 it was canceled when i was ciscovered tht they had fabricated data aout the health beneits of att
(fermented soybeans).

Moe boom, paos6

Mos (terally mearing “bucdding or “sprouting’) s Japanase slang fora feish or a great lov for characters n
manga, anime, and video games. I a road sense, it can maan any beloved hobby, bu theorginal context i
of male otaku who obsess over cute big-eyed anime gis. On page 87, the otaku vainy attempts to popularize
hor (fascinating’) 2 a roplacament for mos, a term which has been overusad by the mainsiream madia.

Evening Primroses on Mt. Fuji Are a Mistake, pago 92
Tris it s a refeence to Osamu Dazai' 1839 shortstory collection Fugaku Hyakkei (‘One Hundred Views of
Mt Fuif), which incudes the ne “Evening primrases are suited to M. Fui

Assorted references, pago 9

Zetsubou-senseis quote (“There are no right answers in ") is a combinaion of quotes from the French
aviator/author Antoine de Saint Exupeéry (‘There are no solutions i Ife. There is oriy the energy to advance
forward) and Japanese anatomist/philosopher Takeshi Yoro (For the problems we face in our ives, there are
1o right answers. But in the meantime, there are answers’). Abiru' quote (“There are no mistakes’) s possibly
areference to a book of the same name by Japanese entertainer Hidekazu Naga (1970-), who has been
embroiled in various scandals involving women,
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Assorted references, pago 97

Sy 1999 was the month in which, aceorcing to theprepheciesof Nestradamus, the King ofTeror” was
supposed to appear,ushering in the end of the workd. “Paying for NHK” rfersto the Japanase la tha each
household with a working televiion must pay monihly foes to NHK, Japan's national public broadcasting sy5-
m. However, there is no penalty for not paying, so many (possibly most) people don't pay anything, and the
system is sort of a national joke. VHD (*Video High Density”) was a failed Japanese videodisc format launched
1975,

Heisel, pago 00
When Nozomu declares, I the Hoisei war of mistakes:" it a lay on words. The Haisei Erais the name of

o current Japanesa era, hich began n 1989, but the nama Heisi lso means “peace everywhers,” 0 s an
ronic nama fora war

Assorted references, pago 99

Hidetoshi Nakata (1977~ )i a former Japanese professional soccer player. His soccer paying started to go
cownhil whan h joined Fioretina, an Halan soccer cub, in 2004, an h reied in 2006, J-pop star Sayaka
Kanda (1985- . aiso known as simply Sayake,i the daughter of Japanese singer-songviriter Seiko Matsuda
(1962-). In 2005, the mther and daughtor had a much-publicized aling-out, and Siko's management agency
etired” Sayaka from show business, roportedy duo to Seiko's isapproval of Sayakas boyirends. In Japa-
nese, *nucleic acid and your i s a pun (akusan and okusan). Kaor Sugita (1964- ) is a Japanese aciress
who was supposed o appearin an NHK TV drama, but they couldn't agree to hr scheduing and pay demands
50 sho was bumped off the serie. Makiko Tanaka (1944-) is @ Japanese poliician who was Kicked out of the.
uing Liberal Democratc Party after she made remarks critca f then-prime miniter Junichiro Koizum, She
ator successiullyran as an independent. MF (micfeder) and FW (winger) are soccer trms. Akechi Mitsuhide
(1528-1582) was a samurai and general under the great daimyo Oca Nobunaga (1534-1582), who lter be-
rayed Nobunaga and forced him o commit seppuku. Fuj TV and Livedoor re Japanose media corporatins
ihat fought a highly pubiized battefr contrlof the racio staton NBS (Nippon Broadcasting System) in 2005,
Reinhad von Lohengramm and Oskar von Reuenthal ae characters i the classic science fction manga/animo/
novel seres Legend o the Galactic Heroes.

Assorted references, pages 100-101
Al he peopla depicted ae Japanase (o global) colebiis. The guy with the video camara is Masashi Tashiro
(1956-),  former Japanase TV performer and musician who was arstad in 2000 or fiming up women' skirts
The guy with the hand miror i Kazuhide Uekusa a former rofessor at Waseda University who was arested in
2004 for using a mior to peep under g’ kit at a ran station. The guy on the TV is Katsui Ebisawa, presi
dent of NHK TV, who stapped down from hs post and publicly apologized following a series of smbszzlement.
scandils i 2005, The “fat tree” ofers to the three-man backine defensive stratogy use by Franch soccar
oach Phip Troussier when ho was
Goaching the Japanese national team
from 1998 to 2002, (1t wasn't successl)
The guy with the mushroom is Hideaki
1t0(1975-), a Japanose actor who was.
hospitaized in 2001 aftr eating a magio
mushroom. (s Tshirt advertises his
2006 fim Limit of Love: Unizaru) The
man n the orer reading a book i Taku
Yamasaki (1906~ ), a Japanose poltiian
‘whowas publicly humilated n 2003
when his ex-mistress wrote a sexually
explict book about ther ton-year-fong
affr.The toxt on the poster of Michael
Jackson reads “Lawsuit won!”
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Cultural knife, pag 46

Abunkabocho (“cultral knfe®) s an old-fashioned acvertsing erm for a stainess stee kitchen krif

that could cut hrough anything, a bit e Ginsu knives nthe United States. The word burka (‘cultural") and
the phrase bunka chi (*No. 1 culure’) were common superlatives i Japanese advertising dating back to the
1950s, and were also parocied for humor purposes, as i th fitle of the 1987 manga/anime Al Purpose
Gulura Cat Girl Nuku Nuko.

The Namayatsuhashi Must Be Burned, page 50

Yatsuhashi s a Japaness delicacy made from rce flou, sugar, and cinnamon. It served either baked and
crispy o raw and chewy—the raw form is called namayatsuhashi (raw yatsuhashi). Is a regional specialty of
Kyoto, so it makes sensa in the fll of a chapter about a ip to Kyoto,

Preview, page 52
“The Japanese word fr preview used troughoutthis chapte s shitni. I's a word used for prelminar
inspections, such asvisiing a cllege belore you decide {0 go thee,

Assorted references, pago 53

Bubuzuke s a Kyoto specialty food that'sserved over rica. It ssems s also  pote way 1o 82y you've over
sayed your welcome. “Letdown Travel Agency' was originaly Gakkar Kanko (‘Disappointing/Discouraging Trav
Agency’). The papers in Zetsuborsensel's hands in panal 7 are a st of suspicious “entortainment expanses”
paic o the school principal, the PTA, et to the amount of 80,000 yen (about $862) each

“So Mirai-san wasn't doing a love preview,” pago 55
Sloggar Law (aka Slegger) and Maria Yashima are characters from the 1379 anime series Mobile Suit Gundam.

AB Road, page 56

AB Road (www.ab-road.net)is @ Japanese travel and tourism magazine.

Fureizu Mortuary, pago 60

The original Japanese reas Fureizu Kaikan (‘Phrase Assembly Hal’), a pun on th fite of Mayu Shinjo's 1997
shojo manga Kaikan Fureizu (*Sensual Phrase"), The Japanese words for “assembly hall” and “sensual” sound
the same, although they are written with diferent kani characters.

Ryuzaki Family Plot, pago 61
“Ryzaki family plot” may be a reference to the character °L" i the manga Death Note.
(The name Ryuzaki s one of s aases)

1 Am Amakudari. | Still Don’t Have Any Work to Do, pago 64
s il is a rference to Natsume Soseki's 1905~1306 novel | Am a Cat, which begins with the e
“lam a cat. st don't have a name.

Amakudari, page 66

This Japanese word erall means “descent rom heaven. It a practice in Japan where senior bureauerats
rtie to cushy, high-profie positions i the pivate and public secors. I often leads to corupion and colluson
‘among colleagues in business, as amakudari employess ar paic wellwith taxpayer's monsy, and there's ks
oversight by public agencies. Two Japanese prime minsters made policy changes aimed at siminating
amakudar, in 2002 and again in 2007, but ' unclear how much effect they had.

Currency conversion, page 67
800,000 yen is approximately $8,620. Thiry millon yen is approximately $322,00.
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Assorted references, pages 70-71

‘Makenaide" (Don't Lose") is an “inspiring” Japanese pop song. The line about Sakamoto refers to Ryoma
Sakamoto (1635-1867), the Maii Era hero who negotiated a secra alfance between the Choshu and Satsuma
clans as part of an attempt o create @ moden Japanase government. Hachif . subir of Tokyo, overtwanty
miles from the city center, Manabu Oshio (1978- ) is 2 Japanese actorfsinger who, in 2005, announced that he
was giing Up acting 1o focus on his music carar with an ndialabel “Aaba Universy Troop 2" s a rference to
AKio Chiba's 1972 basaball manga Captain. “Musashinomori School” s  eferance fo Daisuke Higuchis 1998
soccer manga Whistlel “Madame Dowi” rofors to Dewi Sukarn (1940- ), formerly Naoko Nemalo, a Japansse
woman who married Sukarmo (1901-1970), th frstpresident o Indonesia. Afer Sukaro was overthrown in
21967 coup and died thvee years atr, Dewi became a wealthy international socilfe. Kaokia Kasnnorsing
(1985- ) is aK-1 champion Muay Thai kickboxar,

Kyabetsu Taro, pago 72

Kyabatsu Taro (‘cabbage taro')is a Japanese snack. ronically, it contains no cabbage.

Itoshiki-kun, pago 73

When Zetsubou:sensai start actinglike  high school student, Ghiisarls caling him “loshiki-kun.” She can
ad he "lun” becas hr teacher s now acting a f he's her age. Chirlcould't cal him tht f he wiro stil
ner superir.

Sportop, page 73

Sportop is @ Japanese energy drink.

As Gregor Samsa Awoke One Morning He Found Himself Carrying

a Mikoshi, pago 78

Thistite i areference to Franz Kafka's 1915 shortstory The Metamorphosis, which opens with the ne
“As Gregor Samsa awoke one morning fom uneasy crearms he found himself transformad in is bed into
giganic nsect."

Omikoshi or mikoshi, page 19

Amikoshi(or, n moro respactullanguage, omikoshi) s a portable Shinto shine tht serves as a vehicl of a
divine spiit. It s beautiflly omate with canvings and giing, and borne o the shoulders by mikoshi carriers by
means of two poles. During fotivals, amikoshi s carried around the neighborhood and down the main strets
and the excitement can get ntense.

Assorted references, pago 81

“Kaoru-hime" refers to volleyball player Kaoru Sugayama (1978~ ), often called Kaoru-hime (*Princess Kaoru")
or shio yossi ("whits airy”) bocause o her good looks. “Todai's Saiko-chan” rafars to polician Satsuki
Katayama (1959-),a graduate of prestigius Tocai Uriverst. Dus to her looks, she has been compared to
singer/songwitor Seiko Matsuda (1962-). “Sakurai Misuchiu” is shotfor Kazutoshi Sakura (1970-),a Japa-
nese musician most famous for his band Mr.Chicren. Mira Moriyama (1984-) s a Japanesa actor and mod,
Yawara i th it charactor of Naoki Urasawa's 1986 sports manga Yawaral A Fashionablo Judo Gi When
real-life Japanese teenager Ryoko Tamura won a silver medal for judo at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, she was
icknared “Yawara-chan” aftr the character

Assorted references, pago 82

“Tama-chan," aka “Tamao Nish," was the name given to an Arclic bearded seal who took up residance in
various Japanese rivers i 2002, When he move to arive n Yokoham, the amused local of Yokohama's
Nishiward registerec him as a ciize. Late,  small pup seal appeared i Japan'sIsatomae Rive, where t was
ncknamed *Uta-chan” by the esidents of noarby Utatsu-cho. I standsl” refes o Futa-kun,  rod panda at th
Chiba Z0o who became a big atracton due to his ablty to stand on his hind legs.
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Assorted references, page 102

Vutor Kyoiku (elaxed education) i a 2002 ecucaton ntative simed at reducing sirss n students and gvig
them more outlets for self-expression by recucing the Japanase school waek from six days to fve days (see
page 113, recucing workdoad, and offering mor electives. Some people blame it for adecine in Japanese
academic abiltes. The Ghubu Gentrair ntemational Aot was opened in Japan in 2005 Fify-six-yoar-old
Masaaki Matsubayashi bocame infamous fo embezzing mr than 1.9 billon yen {0 pay for his extravagant

o which ncluded seventeen misressss. The “lttery lcket” e rfers to the lottery that, except for a i
period from 2002 to 2005, was used to determine the cratof Japanesa high school students nt professiona
bassball Koji Nakata (1879-) is @ Japanese soccer player who accidentaly passed 1o the opposing tear

in 22005 match against Latvia. i lgawa (see page 12) s a Japanose bassball player whose performance
decined in 2004-2005. Noma Nekois  cat mascot charactr created i 2005 by Avex or a musicvideo. When
Noma Neko first appeared, users of the Japanese communiy site 2chamnel notced a strong sy to the
fan-created 2channelcat mascot, Mona, and crid fou,prompting massive criiism of Avex. Avex eventually
voleasad an apology on the networking sita Mix, and canceled plans to oblain a rademarl on the character
Ken Hirai(1972-) s a singer who raleases work aly ifrequenty. Uniglo i Japan'sleading clothing retal chain,
who at one poin atempted seling groceries (1egetable, ec.) theough a subsidiay. The attemp was a faiure
‘and tho subsiciary was dissolved in 2004, Ghogin Bank, aka LTCB, was one of Japan's top-rankad long-torm
creit banks,unti t collapsed under bad-loan osses in 2000. The fsahaya Bay land reciamation project, which
beganin 1997 inan atempt t crain wetands and convert ther nto agricuturalland, s an envronmental
fiasco which devastated the local fishing industry. DigiCube was a subsidiary of Square founded in 1996 for the
purpose of sling entertainment software in conveniant sores. I fied for bankruptey n 2003

| Was Thinking of Proving It This New Year, pago 106
“Tis ttle i  reference to Osamu Daza's shortstory Ha (Leat’)
which includes the fine “| was thinking of dying this New Year”

Rainbow Drop, page 110

“The Rainbow Drop is an tem in the very first Dragon Quest (aka Dragon Warrior) video game.

Kofuku, pago 10

Kofuku EKi (‘Happiness Station") i an unusually-named train station in Hokkaido. When it appeared n a 1973
TV documentary, *happy tickels" from the station became popular souvenirs. The station closad in 1987.

Washington Naval Treaty, pago 112

The Washington Naval Treaty, an attempt to imit place limits on battieships and other naval power, was signed
between Japan, Brtan, the United States, France, and Haly in 1922,

Impostors, pago 114

Gallng someons over the phan and pretencing to be thir son, in oder to ge them to wire you money, s an
old scam in Japan. The second example rafrs to  man who moved to the Japanes vilage of Myota-machi
and briefly passed himlf off as 19605 pop singer Michio Shimizu, judging a karaoke competiion and singing
the song “Amairo No Kami No Otome” (-The Maiden it the Faxen Har). “Pretanding t be a plot” refrs o
the movie Calch Mo f You Gan, in which Leonardo DICapri plays a talented impostor, “Pretending o be the
Emparor” ofars o a 2003 scam in which a man pretended o bo Prince Avisugawa, a eative of the Japanese
oyal e, and invitd guest to his “wedcing” with  femle conspirator. About 360 wedcing guests were bilked
out of atota of 13 milion yen in cash gifs.
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Assorted references, page 115

Acvian Annus (1973-) s  Hungarian hammer thrower who was stipped of is god medal at the 2004 Summer
Olympic Games for acoping violation. Aya Matsuura (1986-) s a Japanese idolsinger accused in the pastof
ying about her age. I 2005, Yostiaki Murakari's “Murakam Fund bought a 38 parent take n Hanshin Elcti
Raiay (the owner of the Hanshin Tigers baseball eam), sparking many buyou rumors, athough th fund said
a the time it had no intenton of ontrling the company.“Phtosynihtic cana bacteria” was a unk-science
cure-al term associated with a fake health supplement, Shinkogen, soid by Next Century Farm Research
institte, a natural foods lab in Japan's Gfu prfocture.In 2005, a junior high g died a th la, promting a
government nvestigaion o their foods and a huge scandal

Hakama, page 116

The hakama is partof the traditional Japanese clothing worn by Zetsubou-sensei.

Top four panels, pago 117

This scene is a reference to the case of Andreas Grass! (sea notes for page 85)

Hitomi Shimatani, pago 118

Hitomi Shimatani (1980-) is @ Japanese J-pop singer who (sometimes) wears her hair parted i the midde

Children’s beer, pago 119

Kodomo beer (‘children's beer") s a type of nonalcoholic beer marketed toward children in Japan.

Because of My Hereditary Lack of Energy, | Have Been Hibernating
Since Childhood, page 120

This titl is a reference to Natsume Sosakis 1906 novel Botchan, which begins with the ina “Because of a.
nereditary reckdessness, | have been playing ahways a losing game since my chidhood.

Assorted references, page 123

Every Ghristmas Eve, Fuil TV puts on a iva TV show called Akashiya Santa's Greatest Christmas Prosent Show
in istory. The hosts callviewers who submitied postcards in advancs, and the viewars tol thei sob stories
on the ar the people wih the most neresting sories i prizs. Soba (uciwheat noodies) are a radional
good-luck food eaten on the Now Year, and Donbea i a brand of intant noodles, Tube was a Japanase rock
band who generally ony rleased CDs curing the summr:

Assorted references, page 124

NEET stands for “Not currntly engaged in Employment, Education, or Trairin.” atorn afen appiid to
unemployed adults st ing with theparents. AKiko Yada (1978- ) an aciress and the wife of actorimusiciar
Manabu Oshio (s the notes fo page 70-71). For Sayaka, 5@ the notes for page 99, Psycho lo Gém was an
allma Japanese *visual ock” band actvefrom 1999 to 2005, when their lead singer, Daishi, was arested for
falng & drug test. The band went “on hiatus, their tour was canceled, and thir merchandise was removed
romstore shelves.

Fuyukomori, page 125

This i a pun using the veb Komari (1o confne"). Kir Komori i a hikkomori (a shutin, someona who
“confines" themselves indoors) and something that hibernatesis a fuyukomor iteral, something that is

“confined" during the winter.

Assorted references, pago127
Comiket, short for Comic Market, i Japan's biggest dojinshi (self-publishing fanzine) convention, which

takes placo twice a year in Tokyo. In Japan, Christmas is considered a ‘romantic holiday for couples,” 5o ke
Valentine's Day, s a depressing day to be singl.
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Orgy of the Dead, page 129
Orgy of the Dead (in Japanese Shiro no Bon Odori, “Bon Festival o the Dead) s an infamousy
hortible 1965 movie directed by Ed Wood

De Riel, pago 120

De s, fom SSP o. L. i arelatively mi brand of Japanese sloeping pils
Assorted references, pages 130-131

Fatal Frame is a survival-horror vidso game seres. “Gundam Mark I refers o any one of several obscure mecha
from the Mobile Suit Gundar franchise, generally a varant design that appeared in toys or model magazines
bt never in the anime. Shingo Katori (1977~ is a member of the J-pop group SMAP who underwent a crash
et and wrote a book basad on his experiences. Kaori Manabe (1981- ) is a TV parsonality and swimsit model,
“HOP" refers o the magazine Hot-Dog Press, a young men's magazine published by Kodansha from 1979
102004, The “Super Liner Ogasawara’ was a giant cruise iner, planned but never buiit, which was intended
o ferry passengors to and from Japan's remote Ogasawara islands. HOPE-X was an experimental Japanese
‘space plane, first proposed in the 1980s and finally canceled in 2003. For the *King of Terror” and “Noma
Neko,” soe the notes for page 97 and 102. Haruka lgawa (1976- ) i a Japanese talent” and swimsuit model
Japan has two major professiona leagues, the Pacific League and the Ceniral League; with pro baseballs
popularity floundering in Japan, there have been plans to swich o a one-league system. Smar, formerly Smart
GmbH, is a canceled microcar brand of the automobile manufacturer Daimler AG. The uitra-maneuverable,
4WD Nissan MIDA was shown in prototype at the Frankfurt auto show in 1985, but never went into produc-
tion. In September 2005, the communications company JM Net announced an *al you can talk” cell phone
plan for 4500 yen a month (about $49). The plan was impossible, but the announcement temporarily drove up
stock prices, allowing the company executive to selat a massive proft before he was arested fo violating
the Securiies and Exchange Law. JM Net then went bankrupt. Ninku is a manga by Koji Kiryama and Mother
s 2 Japanese RPG series (known as Earthbound in the United States); both went on exiremely long hiatuses
between installments. Yukino Kikuma (1972~ ) is a Fuji TV announcer who wrote a formal apology for drinking
aleohol when she was a minor

The Musashino of Today Is Shrouded in Darkness, page 134

This il is  reference to Doppo Kunikida's 1901 short story colletion Musashino, which includes the phrase
‘Musashino oflong ago...” Musashino, a uralfarming vilage dring the time of Kunikica's Ife (1871-1906),
‘eventually became urbanized and s now a subur of Toky.

Yaminabe, page 135

Yaminabe literally means “dark hot pot.” It's something of a potluck stew; friends come together and put
mysterous ingredients ina big pot and cook the sew inthe dark.Then each partcpant akes sometring from
he potwith chopsticks, and once everyone has someting, the ight s turmed (or kept)off an they eat what
they took. Rules vary from place to place, but it's all done for laughs and thrills.

Assorted References, page 136

Yori Mitsi (1965-) is an actess, model and race car iver, Miki Dozan (1970- ) i a musician and reggae DU
(Champ magazine, page 139

The hand-drawn manga magazine i a parody of the Japanesa magazines Shonan Champion and Shonen

Jump. With the dedication of a true fangir, the young Fuiyoshi has painstakingly recreated the contents page,
enthusiastic tie pages, and clif-hanger endings of an actual manga magazine.

Assorted references, pago 144

Magumi Hayashioara (1967- is a popular Japanes voica actess and singe. Shoowatch, short for
“Shooting Watch, is @ hancheld game by Hudson where you ty o push the button as many times as
Boaabilbin ki adsonds
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shimoyama Incident, page 145
On July 5, 1949, the dismembered body of Japan National Raitways president Sadanori Shimoyama was found
on a railway track. The case was never solved.

Black market, pago 147

The names on the left are parodies of actual Japanese companies, such as LiveDoor, Avex, and CyberAgent.

Assorted references, pago149

Takako Matsu 1977-) s an actress/singer/songwriter, Hiromix (1976-) i a Japanese photographer Hidetsugu
Aneha (1957~ )i a former Japanese architect sentenced to five years i prison for falifing data on earthauake
safy. He wore quirky glasses

Mongolian blue spot, pago 150
The “Mongolian blue spot” is a benign birthmark above the buttacks, most common among East Asians
and Turks.

Koji Kumeta, page 150
The ingredient names fo the seasoring mirin are made with gutinous fce,rce, and maled rice. The manga

artist’s irst name, Koji i a synonym for “malt ice” (athough the characters are different) and his last name,
Kumeta, has the character “rce” n t. So, he's sort of eating a yaminabe with alot of himsalfin

The letters are all hate mail with text ke It the No. 1 Most Boring!" *| don't understand the storis,” and
" just happened o read t but | can't forget how sick it made me.”

Manga cover, pago 156
The manga cover is a parody of Strawberry 100%.
Botchan, pago 157

Botchan is a famous novel written by Natsume Soseki (see notes for page 120) Botchan is a ickname given to
prvileged or walthy young boys. However, Koji Kumeta wiites the word “Botchan with words that sound the.
same, but it has a totally different meaning—"dead lte one.”
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
asense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and *squirt.”

Sempai/

This title suggests that the addressee is one's senior in a group

or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession o art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lsts, but it is perhaps the

most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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DURING HIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DAYS, HE ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY JUMPING OUT
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BUT, AGAIN, HE COLLDN'T DIE.
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Shonen Magazine, page 21
Weekly Shonen Magazine i the magazine n which Sayonara, Zetsubour-sansel appears i Japan. As to whether
i page count has been decreasing, as Zetsubou.sensei suggesis, you'd have toread it tofind ou.

Roi Hiiragi and Seiji Amasawa, pago 2

Ao Hiragi (1962-) i a shojo manga artist best known for Mimi wo Sumaseba (' You Listan Glosaly’), which
was adapted into the Studio Ghbianimated fim Whisper o the Heart. The book les,from Hono no Ttafai
(Battle of Flames")to Tokagemori no Auu (‘Roo ofthe Lizard Forest"), are made-up children's book e
Howevar,“Seii Amasawar i a characterfrom Mimi wo Sumasaba, whos plot hinges on a bray chackou
card filed out in Amasawias name.

Assorted references, pago 23
Katsuya Nomura (1935-) s afamous Japanese bassball player and manager. The Masters Tournament s an
international championstip gol toumament, Sakura Yokomine (1985-) i a apanese golfer.Her father, Yoshinic
Yokomine (1960-),is a Japanese polcian an formerradio personality who was accused of making arge
sums of money batting on golf games. Katsuya Okada (1953-) is @ member of the House of Representatves o
Japan, and former prosident of the Japanse minorty pary, the Democratic Pty of Japan (OPJ. Afer th
unexpected landslide victory of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in the 2005 general elections, which delivered
a severo bow to the DPJ, Okada resigned s president

'Yumi Adachi and Arthur Kuroda, page 24

‘Yumi Adachi(1981-) s a Japanesa actress, model and singer. From 2002 to 2005 sha dated Arthur Kuroda,

an actor more than twenty years her senio.In Miay 2005 they broke up, an in Septamber 2005 she announced
her mariage to comedian Jun ltoda. At the time of her marriage she also announced that she was two months
pregnant, causing Zelsubotrsensei o be skepticalabout the exact iming f the breakup and pregnancy. (How-
‘ver,afte this manga was first printe n Japan, Adachi gave birth on April 2006, more o less on schedule)

Book in panel 2, page 31

The i of the book in panel 2 s Fubuino Anata (ou are a Snowstorn?), a parody of Fubukino Ashia
(Yesterday's Snowstom), one of Yichi Kimura and Hioshi Abe's seres of chidren's books. Could it be &
teference to Zetsubour-sensei stormy emotions and frosty demeanor?

A Cultured Man Was Waiting for the Rain to Stop
Under the Rashomon Gate, pago34

This tite i a reference to Ryunosuke Akutagawa's 1914 short story Rashomon (no direct relationship to the
Japanese movie of the same name), which includes the Ine *A lowly man was waiting for the rain to stop undr
the Rashomon gate.

Cultural festival, pago 35

Bunka sai(*Cultural festivls") re annual avents held at most schoos in Japan. At culure festivas,

‘students set up dances, concerts, plays, food stalls, and so forth, displaying their artistic and academic skills

and learning to work as  group, Campus clubs ke the manga ciub often sponsor specifc ovents, an parents

and peopla from ther schools a invied to com by and see what ind of work the students hava boen doing.
Buthow exactly is it “cutral”? Good question. This chapter lays with th idea of culural” vs. “nencultural

a distncion sot of ke “highbrow” v, “lowbrow” o “inelectual” vs “dumbed down

Blackboard text, page 37

Witen on the blackboard are the names of vrious celebrites, entertainers and artists, including Sofia
‘Coppola, Yuriko Nakamura, A ljima, and Horiemon (Takafumi Horis)
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“That’s my job!” page 30

Usciischagrined because, although techrically he s class chaiman, everyons ahvays forgels about His
existence and assumes that Chii s the chairman, (See volume 2, page 58. In Japancse schools the incho,
teraly “chairman” or “represantative performs functions simia to an American schools cass presicnt.
(In fact, the word is often translated as “class president.”)

Tatsuya Uesugi and Minami Asakura, pago 3
Judging fom the names, the cass is performing a theatrica version of Mitsurs Adachis classc 1981 romantic
comedy manga Touch.

Assorted references, pag 40

Takeshi Kaneshiro (1973- ) is an actor/singer of mixed Taiwanese and Japanese ancestry. Haruo Mizuno
(1931-2008) was a Japanese movie producer, director, and critic, who introduced films for a long-running
Jepanese TV program.

Assorted references, pago 41

Ryo Tamura (1972-),together with Atsushi Tamure, i one of the membersof the Japanese comedy do
London Boots (Loriboo" for shorl, “Nakai-kun” efers o Masaio Naka (1972- ), a TV celobrity and the lead
member of the Japanese idol group SMAP. The Birdman Ral is 2 homemade gider and human-powered fight
competiion. Manzai s a type of Japanose stand-up comedy which revlves around puns and gags. Though
Chiiperforms alone, manczai usually involves wo performers; London Boots is a manzai ac.

“This is the part that divides the winners from the losers,” pages 42-43

The original Japanese reads Koko ga shobu no wakarame yon (“This i the tumning point o the battle/match/
contest’), Wakarame, “turning point,” also means “dividing ine,” and could refer to the part in Chiris hai. I's an
intentionally corny gag.

Mataro, pago 14

Mataro s a nickname for Maria, whose full name, after

Assorted references, pages 44-45

“Nocchi dessesu” was the catchphrase of Nozomu Sato (1965- ), aka Nocch, a Japaness comedian. In 2008,
Sato changed his image o “Japan'soffiial Obama comedian, focusing on mpersonations of Barack Obama
and continually using Obama's new catchphrase *Yes, we can!” “shi-chan dessssu was the catchphiase

of KoutaIshii (1975, a comedian from the Japanese comedy cuo Yarusenasu. "Kusanagi-kun” is Tsuyoshi
Kusanagi (197:4- . an actor and member of the Japanese idl group SMAP, who's lso well known for baing
alousy visual artist. East Encl x Yuriwas a short-ved band. “Nacchi" is Natsumi Abe (1981- ), a J-pop singer
and actress, who was accused of plagiarizing poelry she included n some of her photo books. Yassy-kun the
mountain goat was the campaign mascot of Yasuo Tanaka (1956- ), the governor of Nagano Prefecturefrom
2000 to 2006, Masayuiki Kakefu (1855-) s a balding baseball commentator and former professional baseball
plyer. Jurichilshida (1954-) s an actordrector who once scandalouslytold enterlainment rporters that
“culture and arts sometimes come from it love affis.” This was reported in the mecla as “immrtalty (or
it ove afars) iscutture.

Kishidan, pago 46

Kishidan (“The Knights")is a comedic Japanese pop group that affects the etro styl of 1980s bosozoku
motorcycle gangs. The joke refers to the auto-correct fealures on Japanese search engines and call phones;
Zetsubousensei’s cell phone auto-corrects the neutral hiragana characters *kishi-dan’ to the kani
characters used n the band's name, while Meru's outdated cell phone converts the same hiragana characters
(0.2 meaningloss phrase with the same pronunciation.

is Taro Maria Sekiutsu.
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Translation Notes

Japanesa is a ticky language for most Westerners, and translaion is often more art than scisnce. In the case
of atext-dense manga lie Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, s a delicate artindeed. Afthough most o the jokes:
are universal, Kofi Kumeta s famous for fillng his manga with references to Japanese polfics, entertainment,
otaku culture,reigion, and sports. Unless you'e a true Japanophie, it's diffct to understand it all without
‘some serious background knowledge of current events at the time the manga was running. Kumeta also uses.
references to foreign teratur and poftics, so even Japanes readers probably don't et althe humor. For
your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the more obscure references and difficut-to-translate jokes.
in Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei.

General Notes
Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei (title)

‘The title Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei teally translates to *Goodbye, M. Despaic” It a possible reference
to.James Hitton's 1934 novel of a beloved teacher, Goodbye, Mr. Chips (known in Japan as Chips-sensoi,
Sayonara). The Del Rey edition preserves the original Japanese till, with “The Power of Negative Thinking” as
asubtie to express Htoshiki's philosophy. (The English sublite i tself a reference to Norman Vincent Peale’s
1952 sal-help book The Power of Positive Thinking)

Signs
KoiiKumeta's ihly dtac and el encaring of modorn Japane e prosent onespecia chalnge
o th oerr. Kumata s i panl with all e aphmera ofovryy feavoe e, prodctabas,
magadine covers. ewspaperpacen and 50 on. s il o relac s ext i Englo aern withot
et with e oy o ool sraans. Ot o ropect o Kumtats i atwork, ety 9
reve etaind the gl dapaness i

Page Notes

It’s Way Too Gross in This Sad Town, pago4

‘Sayonara, Zetsubour-sensei's chaptr e are sual eferences to Japanese fcton, generaly classcs from

the prewar perod (n keeping with Zetsubor-sense’s ol-fashioned clothes. This partcular e i a reference

o Osamu Dazaf's 1935 short story Doke no Hana (*Flowers of Buffoanery’), which includes the ne “Bayond
this place s 2 sad town,

Gross-out test, pago7

This chapterinvolves the raditonal Japanesa game of kimo-dameshi ("test o courage"), in which people dare
one another to walk through creepy places like graveyards, while ofher peoplelurk i the shadows o jump out
and scare them. However, Zetsubou-sensai and his sister tur  nto a game of kimol-cameshi (st o gross-
ness"). Summer s the season of ghosts in Japan, so kimo-dameshi—sither in professional “ghost houses” or
st ith your frends—is  traditional way to getthe chills on hot, spooky summer nights. However, this story
was originally printod in Japan in the autumn, not the summer, 5o the game i a e out of season—hence
his comment
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Kira Yoshikage's collection of nail clippings, page 10
Kita Yoshkage i a character from Hichiko Arai's long:running manga, Jodo's Bzare Adventure. A seial kil
obsessed with the human hand, he kept a collction of his own fingernal clippings, sorted by year.

Nonburnables day, page 11

in Japan, people separate their arbage into different ypes, such as bumable and nonbumable. Garbage
disposal crews collect specifc types of garbage on specific days, and may complain to the residents f the
garbage is unsorted orleft out on the wrong day.

Assorted references, pago 13
The long-haired baseball player is a reference to Kei Igawa (1979- ), a Japanese pitcher who famously declared
iat he would'tcut is hair a5 ong s histeam kept winning. “Gi” and “Rey” ae Gibert Durandal and Rey
Za Burrel, characters rom the 2004 anime saries Gundam SEED Destiny. Fujyoshi s a connoisseur of yaoi
cojinshi, in which fans draw imaginary rlatonships betwoan male characters from mainstroam manga and!
o, but evidenty the thought of these two geting together s oo much even fo hr. Otome Road ('Maiden
Roacr) is  ickname fo astreet n Tokyo's Ikebukuro districtfamous for s many businesses aimed at nerdy
young women, such as the manga and dojinshistora K-Books. The Saibamen (known as Cultiars in the VIZ
manga translation) ae plant based lfe forms from Akira Toyama's Dragon EallZ. “Imprisoned prince” rofors
 an infamous incdent n Japan i which a man impriscned a woman i his apariment for two weeks n 2001
H racaived a suspended sentance, then in 2004, he imprisoned ancther woman for free months unti she
escaped, keaping her on a dog colar and rferring toher by the pat name o ("prince’). After he was anested
ihe second tme, numerous "human pet"-themed acult video games were confiscated fom his apariment
uyhiko-san i an adut man with an extremely creepy Oedipus comple from the 1992 TV chama Zuto Anat
ga Suki Dtta ("'ve Abvays Loved You')

Assorted references, pago 15

Kimokawa is a Japanese combo word made from kimo (gross, disgusting) and kawail (cute). Yoshiaki Murakam
s the founder ofthe biaf famous investment management company MEA Consulting, aka he “Murakami
Fund';in 2006, aftor this manga was frst publishad, he was inicted in an insidor traing scandal and sen-
tenced to two years in prison. (Koji Kumeta presumably thinks Murakami s kimokawa because of his goofy,
boyish appearance) Kuraki Papa s a Japanese TV show, “Yamahira's sex book” refrs to Japansse poltcian
Taku Yamasaki (1936- ), who was publicly shamed when a former bar hostess, Kanako Yamada, wota
graphic book about thei en-year-long affi during which she had two abortons. 326 s the pe name of
Mitsuru Nakamura (1976- ),  book lsirator and author (o, a8 he puts i, an “ilust-witer”) with a distinctvely
unky art stye.

I've Read Books Full of Shame, pago 18

Thisttlis a eference to Osamu Dazai's 1948 novel, Ningen Shidkaku (‘No Longer Human'), which includes.
the line “'ve lved a lfe full o shame.”

Reading, pago 10

This chapter plays wih the Japanese verb yomu (‘read), which can be used in the sense not just of eacing a
book, but also “reacing” a person's expression and atitude, or precicing the future, the weather, tc. Most of
the books and lbary signs which appear i tis chapter ara just normal signs and chidren’ book iles.

“You're planning to read what's in my heart, aren’t you?” pago 20

i the original Japanese, Zetsubour-sensei uses the word kokoro, which means heart,” not usually in an ana-
tomical sensa but in the sense of ane's inner sel.An akternata transation i thisinstance might be “mind’ (as i
“tead my mine), but other parts o this chapter use kokoro, in @ sense closer to the English heart,” so there s
o one perfoct ransiatin.
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF ACCUSATION

PLANTIFF:
‘OCCLPATION: STUDENT
NAVE: KRERE KIVLIRA

(OFFICIAL SEAL) DEFENDANT:
‘OCCUPATION: STUDENT
NAVE: TARO SEKIUTSU

DATE: OCTOBER S
ATTN: CHEF OF POLICE

- PURPOSE OF ACCUSATION
THE RCTS BY THE DEFENDRNT RS STATED BELOW AIRE CONSIDERED TO FALL LNDER
CRIMINAL LAW, ARTICLE 230 (CRIVE OF DEFAMATION OF CHARRCTER) AND ARTICLE 233
(CRIVE OF OBSTRUCTION OF BLISINESS) AND THIS COMPLAINT IS MADE TO PURSLE SE-
VERE PLNISHVENT TO BE HANDED OUT TO THE DEFENDANT.

- FACTS OF THE ACCUSATION
AT ABOUT 3:30 PM, WHILE | WAS REHEARSING WITH THE BAND IN PREPARATION FOR THE
(CULTURAL FESTIVAL, THE DEFENDANT CALLED OLT, "THIS SONG IS NO GOOD/” THEN SHE
‘GRIMACED, AND MADE A GESTLIRE TO RTTEMPT TO PERSUADE WITNESSES TO AGREE
WITH HER.

AT THAT TIME, | WAS LINAWARE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED, SINCE | WAS SO ABSORBED INMY
MUSIC, BUT DLE TO THIS MALICIOUS BEHAVIOR ON THE PART OF THE DEFENDRNT, THE RED-
LITATION OF MY SINGING AND THE BAND WERE SERIOUSLY DARAGED. FURTHERMORE,
IT PREJDICED THE AUDIENCE WHO WAS LISTENING TO MY SONG, AND ALTHOUGH MY
‘SPECTACLLAR DEBUT IN THE ENTERTAINVENT WORLD WAS PRACTICALLY GLARANTEED,
THIS INCIDENT CAUSED My CAREER TO GO BACK TO A BLANK SLATE.

THE AFOREMENTIONED ACTS ARE CONSIDERED TO FALL UINDER CRIMINAL LA, ARTICLE
230 (CRIVE OF DEFAMATION OF CHARACTER) AND ARTICLE 233 (CRIVE OF OBSTRLCTION
‘OF BUSINESS) AND IN ORDER FOR THE DEFENDANT TO BE GIVEN STRICT PLNISHVENT, |
HEREBY MAKE My CHARGES.

TESTIMONY
1. WITNESS: NOZOMU TOSHIKI
2. WITNESS: NAMI HITOL






