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Butsumetsu, page 83

Butsumetsu s the day that Buddha ied. (Due to Japan's old isola calendar, s not avays on the same day
avery year) I's considerec a most unlucky day, an wedcings are avoided on tis day. The phrase “On the tic
offense, oven the Budcha will getangry” is transated from a Japanase saying, Hotoke no Kao mo Sandomade
(‘Even the Budcha's face, on thethird time...)

Sister-in-law, 'm an Aristocrat, pago 90
This s  eferance toa ne in Shayo ("The Seting Sun'), a famous nove by the pessimistic
author Osamu Dazai (1909-148).

Zetsumei, page 93

die.” Mikoto, sometimes read as inochi, means lfe.”

$Satogaeri, pago 95
‘Satogaeri terally means "paying thefirst visit to one's parents’ home aftr geting marriec.” But t can bo used
‘more loosely as avsit to one's parents’ home fo certain holidays, etc.

The verb zetsumei suru means *

Miai, pago 95

i, or more formally, omia, i a formal meeing with a view for marage. I th fst step for an aranged
marriage. The verb miau (0 ook at each ofher” or 1o exchange glances’) i made of the same to ki
characters, but with  ifferent nfecion In short, s  pun.

Sebastian, page 09

In Japanese pop culture, Sebastian i a stereotypical name for a Western-style butler

Genroku Era, pago 99
Gonsidered to b the Galden Ageof the Edo Period, the Genroku Ea (1685-1704) was a period of econamic
stabilty when the arts fourished. Evidetly the nobleoshii family Ine dates back to these ilsirious imes.

Zetsurin, page 102
Zetsurin means “matchless, inequalled, unsurpassed.” It also has a mearing of sexuel rovess,
hence the pun, and Rin's iaton

Ordinary Train, pago 102
In Japan, the futsu train, or “ordinary” train, is a slower, cheaper form of train service. Since Nami is so ordinary,
obviously it’s her means of transportation. (See Zetsubou-sensei volume 1, page 139

Leap Before You Lock Eyes, page 104

T il i refersnce to M mae i b ("Leap Befora You Look'), an antholagy of stores by the famous
author Kenzaburo Oe (born in 1935). The Zetsubossensei chapter e is Miau mae i tobe (eraly, “Leap
Before You Exchange Glances,” or “Leap Before the Eyes Meet'),

Assorted references, page 110

Ayako s the heroine of the 1972 mystery-ckama manga Ayako by Osamu Tezuka. Sukekiyo s a character fom
‘Soishi Yokomizo's famous 1950 mystery novel Inugamike no chizoku (‘The Inugami Clan’), who wore a whit
ubber mask to hide his war-scarred face. Sai s the Go-playing ghost fom Yumi Hotta and Takeshi Obaas
megatit manga Hikan no Go. Nostali(a porimanteau of “nostalgia” andi, Japanese or old man')is 1974
manga by Fuilo F. Fujo, ot a sodie st hiing in the ungle thiry years ater Workd War I, wh tris to g
gk ta His homatown.
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“Looking pros,” page 113

Sugi-sama s th idaigeki (period drama actor Ryutaro Suoi, known fo his sidelong glances, “T-shi” s shotfor
Masashi Tashio,a former Japanese TV performar and musiian whose carer imploded folwing s 2000 a-
e o iming up women'sskirts with a camcorder. i the orginal apanese, h says h looks into the wareme,
a playon words which uses the word “aye” bu can mean “cleavage or buticrack.") The "Nouveaus T-shir
efrs to. prouct hedid TV commercial or,befor s disgrace. “U-shi i shot for anothr famots voyeu,
Kazuhice Uskusa (s0e notesfor page 16). Shusaku s theravoling tle characte o an X-ated Japansse com-
pute game rleased by ELF Corporaton n 1996 hefrstcharactr of is name s shu, also pronounce ks,
which means “stny.”

All sorts of eyes, pago 113
in Japanese,these aro all words or phvases involving me, the karji for“eye.” Majimo i Japanese for “serious”
or* rlable” (actualy, fyou wanled to say “serious eyes.” you'd have to say majime na me). Honkime means

“oamest oyes" or“sobr eyes." Irome lteraly means “colored eyes” but can also mean giving a person a
sacuctive, come-Hither look. Hikime means “avoring, supportng eyes.” (Aruru i a cute-girl charactr from the
aclt vidoo gamelfantasy anime Utawarerumono) When you say you have an oims, ft means you'r in debt to
someone. Urame ltrally means "backside eyes': s used i the same way as the English phrase "backiie,”
mplying an action with undesired consequences. I course akame is Japanese for “high nsde sirke zone.’
paseballtorm. “The eyes of the crowd is saken 70 m (‘e eyes of society). Al hese work as “eye” gags n
Japanese, but ot necessarly in Engish.

Clairvoyance = Chiri’s eyes, pago 116
When Kaluka uses the word "Caicyance” afer Chir starts magicallyseeing tings beyond hr ream, Ui
sidly ramarks, | betyou set p this wholo scary scena jst 50 you could make that pun'” I Japancse.
corvigan (‘laroyance) i written with three characters that can also be ead s Chiigan (‘Chif's eyes’), s a
pocause the kani for “thousand" can ba read as ither sen orchi. A imilr san/chi pun appears in the name of
ihe heroine of Hayao Miyazaki's anime Spinted Away.

Assorted references, pago 117

‘Sawals swimsiit efes 10 the Japanose idol Sawa Yamaguchi. “The back of the hairof a Hanshin Ace” efes o
Kei gawa, a startingpitcher forthe New York Yankees, formerl an a0 pihe or tho Hanshin Tigers. o declared
ihat he would't cut his hairwhile he was on a vinning strea. and when his team had twelve successive s over
ihroe morth, i hair go eaylong. Wartt tomol (s Okay to Laught) i a Japanese varity TV show:

Meanwhile, Fujiyoshi-san... page 19

Meamwhil, Fujiyoshi s at Comiket, a d@jinshi convention (ses the ntes for page 67).

That Is Why You Are to Flee, Follow Me! Philostratus, pago 120

This i a reference to Osamu Dazafs 1940 short story Hashire Melos (‘Run, Melost"), based on the ancient
Greek legend of Damon and Pylhias. I the story, Melos is sentenced to death by the king, but asks for a
epriove toattond his sister's wedking. The ing grants i wish, but takes Melos's riend Selinuntius hostage,
promising t kil him i three days i Melos doos not etur. On the iy back, Melos encountrs many
obstacles, but h valanl sruggles o eturn o that is fiend v,

Criticism training vs. escape training, pago 123

Nozomu talks about niiatig into“citiism training.” Then Chiri sarcastically buts in with, “Dontyou mean
escape raining?” inco Nozomu's aiays figuing outways o get out of teaching class. s a pun since bothof
iesa words are pronounced the same (Hian Kunren); they e ust spelld using difeent ki character.

Derizon, pago 128
In the original Japanese, “derision” is barizogon (*abusive language"). When Nozumu says, “The barizogons are
Bk abians™ Rladia Arsslion B adloolibn mnonstee: o o s o Misarans St all hat Cuikat.
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convention signs, pago 67

“This convantion s a thinl ictonalized varsion of Gomiket (Comic Market), the hugaly popular dinsh

convention held twice a year (summer and winte) i Japan. Most of the igns on pages &7-70 are normal signs

that one migh find ata djinshi convention: prices, catalogs, advertisements forprinting comparies, efc. One

of the book covers reads Okusama wa Maho Juksjo (My Wit Is a Magical Mature Worman'), a parody of the
animo Okusarma wa Maho Shejo (My Wie Is a Magical Gir

Cosplaying Rurouni Kenshin, page 67

Gosplayis short for“costume play': chessing up i costumes of manga, anime, or videogame characters
Gospiayers in Japan pay great attntion to daai, and oftan go o avents such as Gomiket o show of ther
pertactly crafted ltr ag0s. Nobuhiro Watsuki's Rurcuni Kanshn (Ruroken for shor) is amanga sat i the Mai
Era (1868-1312). The conventon attendiees have mistaken Zetsuboursensei's naurall eto cothing stylefor
the elaborate kimonos of Rurouni Kenshin. (Actally inthe original Japanese, Koji Kumeta calls it Uroken, bu
Japanese readers would got the reference)

Zakuro Taisen, pago 63
ronce o the video game, anime, and manga franchiss Sakura Taisen ‘Sakura Wars"), set i an al
trmate 19205 Japan. Dus 1o atorTunetu's okifashioned kimono, th convertion altendees have mistaken

herfora Sakura Taison cosplayor,whan actually she's just tying to ress e her beloved Zetsubor sanse.

Ki sho ten ketsu, page 70
Kisho te ketsu efecs tothefour-part structure of cerai Chinese poety. The four prts ar i ntoduction),
‘sho (development), ten (twist), and ketsu (conclusion).

“No climax, no conclusion, no meaning,” pago 70

I the original dapanese, i says, “Yama nashi, ochi nashi,imi nashi”('No clmasx, o conclsion
no meaning). She means tas an nsul, but s actualythe famous phvase that was abbreviated
in fandom toform the salf-deprecaling word yaoi(yama...och...mi). aoi manga, indcd, ar o
Known for theirdoep meaning or itricate plot strucure.

Manga Koshien, pago 72
“Tis is a big annual manga competiion, patterned aftr the popular Koshisn baseball tourmament, hich hs
high schoals across Japan batting it ou for the top awar.

“Are you going to see the fireworks, t00?” pago 72
The summer Gomike (‘Comic Markat)ofen coinaeios wih the Tokyo Bay Froworks Festivl, maing the ara
around the Tokyo Big Sight convention center ncrecibly congested

Ki sho ten ketsu, pago 73
Kisho ton etsu n Marias mind i etirly diforent. Dus to hr poor grasp of Japanose, she uses kanj wich
have the same sounds but different meanings: i (devi, 510 k), ten (heaven), and ketsu (lood).

Assorted references, page 7

A, sl writon a yami, i Japanesa for “darkness.” Th freworks srip i arefarence to the 1993 Japanese
movie Uchiage hanabi, shit kara Miuka? Yoko kara Minka? (‘Fireworks, Should W See Ther from the Side
or from Below?"). The “protective custody” siiprefrs to an incident afer a Japanese volleyball match, which
endiod with one o the players being taken into police custody fo questioning. inko lzumi s a Japanese
entortainer who went on adit o lose waight,bu gained some o it back. The Associaton for Thosa Falsaly
Accused of Engaging in Lowd Acts was an actualorganizaton foundied by a person in Japan, who was arrested
for taking surrepiitious photos of women on the Ocdo Railway Line. “In realty, she's pregnant” is a eference o
the lead actors of the movie Be with You (see notes fo page 16),“Ramen Wars” efersto.a 2005 incident n
nnensian sloun ramen shon cxrel Sdnmned s est x tmet ik ese paiinnc Fie-tim mes had
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using his recipes without crediting him.

Coupling, pago 75
“Coupling” is a Japanese term for coming up with imaginary pairings between fictional characters. The equiva-
lent English slang term is “shipping.”

The People Are at the Breaking Point, page 76

This title is a reference to Sachio Itos 1906 story Noginiku no Hata (“The Grave of the Wild Chrysanthemum,’
also known as “The Wild Daisy"). The original line reads Tamisan ha nogiku no yo na hito da (“The people are
ke a wid chrysanthemun), and the Zetsubou-sansai chapter e reads Tamisan ha inpai-iopai no hto da
(The people are atthe breaking poit) 1 coid also bo transiaed s “The people are at the extreme ecge.”
hence the image of Zetsubou-sensei on the cif

“On Edge” School, pago 80

This chapter features the Ocean's Edge School and Ocean's Edge Boarding House. In Japanase, rinkai means
"beachside” or “ocean's edge.” However,using different kanji character with the same pronunciation can mean
a itical state." The English adaptation uses *on edge” as an equivalent pun.

Morihige’s Narrow Escape, pago 82

Soid in America undar the name Pop-Up Pirate, these toys re known in Japan as Kurohige Kikippatsu
‘Blackbeard I the Nick o Time?). The game is layed by nserting plasic swords into the barrel uni a randor
ot efects the irate (Blackbeard) and ends the game. Kumeta replaces the pirate with *Morinige,” a pun on the
famous actor Hisaya Morishige (1913-). Like Blackbeard, Morishige has a beard (hige, in Japanose).

“To The Ma:
The original Japanese adaptation uses anothar absolate siang term, “MKS,” meaning “fve seconds bfore ser-
ously losing i.” (The M is short for maji,meaning *sercusly.) It was a popular phrase in Japan inthe 1990s.
Soe also the guy's shit on page 141

Passnet, pago 85

Magnetic prepaid train fare cards. They re curently being phased out.

pago82

Ippai Pub, page 86

The ‘ippa n Ippai Pub has a double meaning. t can mean “one iink’ or it can mean, “the very extreme
edge.” as inthe Japanese e of this chapter (see the notes for page 76). Lastly, since the b and *v” sounds
are the same in Japanese, it could also be a pun meaning “Extreme Perv.” This would explain why Zetsubou-
sansai hinks is sleazy.

Assorted references, pago 87

Touneo Horiuchi (1948-) i a former Japaness bassbal picher who was resigned as the manager of the Yomiur
Giants following a dispute. Ippe Hayashiya s a rakugoka, a practioner of the traditional Japanese form of
akugo solo comedy perlomance. In Ippei's case, his enir famil (sster,brother, mthe, etc)are rakugo
performers iating back three generaions, bt Ippai s considered the least succsssful of the bunch. Gocco

s @ Japanese singer/songuiriter who, n arist Kumata's opinion, has lready gone past the breaking point”
(evidently he iked hr the way she used to be). The Platon Hotel s the settng o the occupationallbusiness.
manga Hotel by famous manga arist Shotaro lshinomori(1938-1998). The manager of the Platon often had to
apologize to customers for story-related problems and goings-on.
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Pierced Jizo, page 128
iz s abockisatva worshiped n Japan as the guardian defty of hidren, partiularl chidren who cied befors
their parents. He's sometimes depicted with perced ears

Full -> Relative, page 130

This is a reference to phimosis, a medical condition in which the foreskin of the penis won't retract properly.
Phimosis i okdr hiren and aclts can vary i seveiy with some men ableto ftract ther foreski paral
(rltie phimosis), and some compltaly Unabie to retra hef foreskineven i theflaccidstate (I phimosis).
Cosmeic surgeons ik the Ueno i (ses note for pag 28) make a big deal about the dangers of phimosis.

Is every man in this class a masochist? pago 122

In the original Japanese, the word “masochist” is writen simply with the abbreviation M (as in S&M)

Manjin, page 133

The word maninon the backofthe mans shit i writen with the characterfor man (as i “mangar) anii
(person). As the kanji man can be used to mean “morally corrupt,” the word could mean either “manga man’ or
Somting ke “degenarate man.

Because It Is So Unstable, | Went to Search the Skies, page 134

Thistte s a rference to Saekosho, a novel by Haruo Sato (1892-1964). The original ne reads

Anmeri otenkidaara, watashi sora wo sagashi i tekimashianoyo (Because it was too beauliul  cey,
Iwent to search the skies")

Izumi Oogami, page 136

zumi Oogami (1969-) is a Japaness announcer and voice actress.

Assorted references, pago 137

Kamille s  eference to Kaile Bidan, the hero o the 1986 anime series Mobile St Zeta Gundam. The Spo-
Park Matsumor sportingfacifty in Senda, Japan, opened on July 1, 2005 but closed a e foty-seven days
later after an earthquake caused its roof to collapse. “Reversible Destiny-Yoro Park” is a theme park in Yoro,
Japan, whose main featur s abuiding with a sureal iscrienting ntrir (uritre partly sicking out of
the walls etc). Sakura Bank s one of the former names of the Mits-Sumitomo Bark, which has changed i
neme severa imes i rcent years, a5 prt of a seies of mergers. Cuenca s a famous tourstspot n Spain, &
medieval walld city where houses hang precariously on the sdige of ariver gorge.

Stable train schedule -> Unstable drivers, page 138
This is a rference t the 2005 Amagasai il crash in which the iver was speecding inorder to make up st tme
for a delay. One hundred and six people died, making it one of the most serious rail disasters in Japanese history.

Assorted References, pago 140

“It's a love comedy!" “It's a battle mangat" refers to stereotypical shonen manga of the Shénen Jump variety,
which sometimes start out as a comedy and then, at the edior's nsstence, tum toa fighing seres (YuYs
Hakusho being the most blatant example). tsudemo Aeru (But When | Meet) s a sweat book by Mariko
Kikuta. Mitsuo Matayoshi (1944-) is an eccentic Japanese polical igue who has repeatedly run or prime
miistr of Japan. H claims to be the messiah and refes to himsalf a3 Jesus Matayoshior “The Only God
Mitsuo Matayoshi Josus Chrit."

Dearka-on-Yzak, pago 141

See note for page 63






OEBPS/Images/image00065.jpeg
YOU WOULDN'T WANT TO KNOW WHERE
UNSOLD MANGA LEFTOVERS END UP....

L ~ =
|| oo |
ik

I






OEBPS/Images/image00186.jpeg
Black Hospital, page 141

Black Hospta s short or a Japanese TV show, Sashyu Keikokul Takeshi o Honto wa Kowa Kateino gaku
(“Final Warning! Takeshi's Seriously Frightening Family Medical Science”). Hosted by actor and TV personality
Takeshi Kitano (aka “Beat" Takosh, it a mecical-horror-simuation show, somewhere batwen a realfy show
and a bizarredocumentary about sirange diseases. Al the end of each show, the guest panel s tested for their
chancas o contracting the odd lnass o the day. T result ao given ive on the show:

Repository of unstable things, pago 141
Among the items on display are a God Soldier (from Hayao Miyazaki's anime/manga Nausicad of the Valley of the
Wind) and  figuro with aspiral hlein s forshead (possibly arference to Juni to's horor manga Uzumaki)

Sazae-san, pago 3

Sazae-san is Machiko Hasegawa's classic 1946-1974 newspapsr-stip manga about a Japanase famil. The
anime basad on Sazae-san is the longestrunning animated TV seris in history, having been broadcast every.
Sunday night at 6:30 .1 sinca 1969,

Kubozuka-kun's favorite weed, pago 148
Yosuke Kubozuka (1975 is a Japanesa actor whose controversial behavior included speking out in avor of
marituana, a drug which caries harsh penates in Japan.

Dr. Mashirito, pago 150

Dr. Mashirto is a character from Akira Toriyamals manga . Slump.

Yoshiko Sakurai, page 150

Yoshiko Sakura (1945-) is a Japansse newscaster.

Assorted references, pago 151

Otome Road (Maiden Road) i a ickname fo a street nthe Tokyo neighborhaod of Ikebuluro, With s many
pookstores specializing i yaoi djinshi and ather female-rianted anme and manga prodicts, it has a reputa-
don 2 a haven for emale otaku. “Takumachine" is  Japanese porn DVD labe.“Gavas poins” were  sot o
toy money printed nthe Japanese video game magazine Famitsu, which could be mailed n and redeemed for
various products (mugs, pens, keychains, ec),

Assorted references, page 163

Book Ofs @ popular Japanese used-bookesore chain, Gintama is a 2003 scf comedy manga by Hideaki
Sorachi,setn aparale-world version of Meii ra Japan. Weekly Shénen Sundey. pubishe by Shogakukan,
was the magazine in which Koji Kumeta debuted as a manga artist, but he later split off from Shogakukan and
moved toth rivl Weekly Shanen Magazine, publshed by Kodansha. Sunday has since been the target of
several of Kumeta's barbs, such as volume 1, page 125. (The magazine VS floating down the river on volume 1,
page B4, could also bo a referenc to the companion magazina Young Sunday, which was cancelod in 2008

Kenjiro Hata, pago 154

Keniio Hata is Kofi Kumeta's former assistant and the craator of the 2004 manga Hayate the Combt Buter.

Run, Eros! page 157

Ses note for page 120.
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Honorifics Explained

Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese honorifics
left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese
use honorifics and, more important, how they differ from American
honorifics, we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title
at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei,” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the con-
text of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the re-
lationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese.
Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack,
itis our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. Here, instead, is
a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in Kodansha Comics
books.

=Sam:  This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any situation where politeness is required.

=SAMa: This is one level higher than “-san” and is sed to confer great
respect.

=dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
asense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English
terms “kid” and *squirt.”

Sempai/

This title suggests that the addressee is one's senior in a group

or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It
can also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession o art.

=[blank]: this is usually forgotten in these lsts, but it is perhaps the

most significant difference between Japanese and English.
The lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission
to address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only
family, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of per-
mission. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when some-
one who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's
name without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't
been earned, it can be very insulting.
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Translation Notes

Japanese s a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation i often more art than science. n the case
of a text-dense manga ika Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei, s a delcate art indeed. Athough most of the jokes.
aro universal, Koji Kumea s famous for filing his manga with references to Japanesa poliics, entertainment,
otaku culturs, raligon, and sports. Unless you'ra rue Japanophi, s diffcult o undarstand i allwithout
‘Some serious background knowledge of current events at the im the manga was runring. Kumeta also uses
roforonces to foregn Iterature and polics, 5o even Japanes readers probably don' getal the humor. For
Your reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the mre obecure eferences and difficult-to-transate jokes.
n Sayonara, Zetsubou-sonsel.

General Notes

Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei (title)

The e Sayonars, Zetsubou-sonsi oral translte to “Goo-byo, M. Despaic” s a possiborferenca to
Jamos Hitors 1834 novlofa boloved toacher, Gooc-y0, M Chip (rown n Japan as Chps-sanser,
Sayonara). Tho Dol Roy ciion preservestheoriginal Japanesa e, i Tho Powerof Negaie Thirking a5
asubil to axpress Hoik's phosophy The Enlish subite s sl a rfernca fo Noman Vincet Padi’s
1952 slt-hlp bk The Power of Positie Thiking)

Signs
Ko Kumeta ighyctale and s ondaingsof modernJapanes o prosenton spcil chalenge
o0 er. Kt T s s i l e ophmers o avaeydey Ho—sress 5w, proout ol
Inagacnecovr. nowspeperboge, a0 on. s Gl o repiace s et it Encio ot it
i i o gty of o ol it Ou o ospoct for Kumta's v rin,mny o0
Hov rtaned ha ol apanec oo

Page Notes
Takeshi Kaga, pago v

Takeshi Kaga (1930- s a Japaness actor best known as “Chairman Kaga” on
TV seris.

original Japanese Iron Chef

Hikikomori, pago 3

Hikisomor s a Japanse trm fo indiickals who have chosen t withcraw from sociaty ani o leava thlr
homes. The word comes fom the ver hikikomory, which means *say indoors” or “be confined ndoors.” It s
considare  serous social roblem n Japan. Komoris name comes from the ikkomari phanomenon.

May the Moon of This Month's Evening Cloud Over with My Tears, pago 4
‘Sayonara, Zetsubou-sensei's chapter tles are usualyreferences to classic Japanese fiction. This tle s a
roforonce o Koyo Ozaki's 1897-1302 novel Konjik Yasha (‘The Goldon Demon,”also known as “The Usurer’),
inwhich a wealthy suitor comes between a poor young couple.

Hanging wishes, pago 4

This chapter ks place curing the baautflly -up, righ-time festiiis o the Tanabta Festval(or Star
Festival, held annually in summar. During Tanabata, people e their wishes on sirips of paper, known as
{anzaku, and hang them on special bamboo branches in hopes tht thirwishes come true, The festival cel
et e raneting of et Caltibng fieom sncl Eikisoabd Gl wiho: st ofiser S ol e vass s
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Dangerous Regions of Tokyo Death Map, page 36

“The Tokyo Kiken ChiaiShi o Map (‘Tokyo Dangerous Regions Map of Death) oriinated on a program broad:
cast on July 2, 2005, on Asahi TV, which caimed to show what bukings and part of Tokyo would be most dan-
gerous in caso ofa majorcarhquaka. The program also wamed viawers of the igh probabity of n earthauake

Takeo Omori, pago 36
Takao Omeriis a characterin Masashi Uadia's long:runring famil four-panel manga Yorinuki Kobo-chan, ks
Kobo the Li1 Rascal. His mariage n the srip was & minor macia event

Assorted references, pago 37

“Train man” rafrs o the magahit 2004 love story Train Man, aka Dansha Ofoko, which was supposedly based
on a ealinciden.Jppi no Kakesoba (‘One Serving of Kakesoba Noodles") was  populer human-interst tory
writen by Ryohe Kur i 1989, and late adapted to a movie; however, s populary was marted when the
author was later convited of crimes. 1 hought I bought an 86 but | got an 85" ofrs o the AE8S and AESE
“Toyota Corola GTS. (The AE8S has  smilar exteir bt  ess-powerfu engine) That mang may rfe o
Hayato the Combat Butler, he manga by Kumeta's former assistant Kenjro Hata,currently unning in Wookly
‘Shonen Sunday (a rival of Weekly Shonen Magazine, where Sayonara Zetsubou-sensei appears).

The Truth of the Universe Map, pages 44-45
Unfortunately, analyzing this map i detail would take as much space as the entir volume, However,readers
will recognize referances to many racurting jokes, such as the Ueno Ciinic, Yoshiko Sakurai, fc

Murindd Bookstore, pago 47

‘Murings ltrally means “riendioss.

I'm Predestined to Be in the Shadows, pago 48
Thistitle s a reference to Horoki ("Vagabond's Song") by Fumiko Hayash (1903-1951). The novel includes a
famous ne, Watashi wa shukumaiteki na horosha de aru (*m predestined to be a vagabond").

Shinsengumi, pago 52

“The Shinsengumi (*New Select Squadr) was a special polce force of about three hundred ronin created at the
end of Japan's Tokugawa era abou 1863-1863). Theirmission was to keep the peace i Kyoto and defend the
Tokugawa shogunate against the revolutinary elements, which wouid eventallylead o the Meii Restoration
The members of the Shinsengumi have a specialplace in Japanese fokore and pop culture as some ofthe as
‘samurai and oyal defenders of a doomed regime. Soi Okta, Toshizo Hijkata, and Isami Kondo were high-
vanking membars o the group, whil Yoshimura is more obscur, as Kumea paints ot

Assorted references, pago 53

Sacahars Oh and Kasuya Nomura ars Japan's 1 and #2 ranked professional baseball layers, The Sayans e
an len aco and Kuriin s a human charactr in Aka Tortyamts manga Dragon Bal aka Dragen Bal Z. Wthor-
g Heights was produced s apiay in Suzue Miuchi's clasic manga about ayoung actess, Glass o Karren
("Mask of Glass").The manga's heroine, Maya Kitajiima, played the young Cathy and outshined her counterpart
Who was playing Gty as an st Yoiro Ishihara (1934-1987) was an actor and singer, whil Tony Tani 1917-
1987) was 2 vaudevilian, comedian, and singer who was most popuia i the 19508 and 1960s. Takuya Kimura
(aka Kimutaku) s the nama of an actor and mamber of th Japanasa idol oroup SMA, whi tho other Takuya
Kimura (pronounced the same but writen using difrent Chinese character) s a rofessionalbaseball player
“Siling rvaby" and “athars doath" rfors t th foud botwoon the sumo wresters Takanohana and Wakanohans
(see note or page 19), Hedetoshi Nakata i afamus soccer layer, whie adifeent Hice vias  populr
partcipan on the Japanesa realty TV program Ainori ('Car Pool”or“Love Fid"), in which saven young single
men and women ride aroun the workd na pink s, Madame Dew”efes to Dew Sukarmo (1940-), formerly
‘Naoko Nemato, a Japaness woman who maried Sukarmo (1901-1970) th frs prsicant ofIndnesia. Afe

T . A A o A 5 o
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Hercules Beetle and Acteon Beetle, page 57

Horculos Boeto and Actoon Boatl are carcs n Mushiking: Tho King of Beetes, an arcade collectibe card
game reeased by Sega in 2003. Each ime a layer deposits money to play, the machine dispenses a random
card ith a barcods, which can then be scanned ito the machine and used to play.

Assorted references, pago 57

The donjarahoi i the name of the dance inthe chidren's song Mori o Kobito ("Lt Peopleof the Forest’)

1ts a word whih, o Japaneso audiencos, conjures up cuta mages of it alvs dancing cheerfully. Moitanioi
Kageman (Famaus Deteciive Shadowman’) s a lassi chicren's manga and anime created by Aconi Yamane.
Lum-chan i the omaniic ntrost in Rumiko Takahashis 1975-1987 manga Urusoi Yatsur.

Sunlight Monkey Troupe, pago 59
The Nikko Saru Guncian ("Nkko Monkey Troupe?) s real touit atraction i Niko, Japan, in which costumed
monikeys perfom ticks. Nikko also means “suight,” so Kumela s making a pun

Assorted references, pago 60

This page has some of the trickicst referances in this volume. “Kage Utada” isarference to the ra
Hikaru Utada (kage means “shadow” and hikaru means “ight’). Keko Fuii s Hikaru Utada's mother. "The night
unfolds" is a eference to Keiko Fus it song Yume wa Yoru Hiraku (‘Dreams unfold atright). “Stomp the
shadow aka kagafumi,is  Japanese game similar o 1ag, inwhich the persan who s i stomps on the ther
players" shadowsto tag ther.

Confessions of a Pen Name, page 65
This it i aoferance o the novel Kamen no Kokuhaku (‘Confessions of  Mask? by thefamous author Yukio
Mishima (1925-1970. s a somi-acbiographicalsory ofayoung man coming o tarms wit ishomosexvalt:

Déjinshi, page 62

Tt o i s by s bl o g o
sat-pubihed works, Ahough ddjnshican bo anying fomfterary oumastosef-publshed computer sofvare,
the majority s manga arfction,incucing a great deal of yai,  gene dpictng imaginary romaniic (and sexta)
iasons between male charactrs fom varus manga,arne, and Ive-action shows. Famale a0 fans are know 25
fujshi, an aternte readingfo the name of the characte nroccad i s chaptr Harum Fuyosh.

Stuff in Fujiyoshi's room, page 63

Fuiyoshi's room s fitered with evidence of her djinshihobby, specifically yaoi djinshi. Trere'sa poster for
“Anaruto," which may be a reference to the manga Naruto, athough s lso worth mentining that I and *"
aro the samelttr in Japanese. Ther'salso several meriions o “Dea x Y2a,”araference to Yzak Joule and
Dearka Elsman, characiersfrom the 2002 aimo seres Mobil Suit Gundam SEED. The °” refes o a yaoi
couple, smila o the “slash" in American fan-fotio (e..,“Kit/SpocK’). Other signs include references to

tho animo seios Fanor of the Azuro and various printing comparies that do ddjinshi work. Judging fom her
calendr, Fuiyoshi s ying o prepare a djinshifor a summer convention, and the note taped to her mug read
“Taiyo Printing—noon—mest up with Kami Nasakino-san—lkebuluro, 7:30—return the ‘Dea x Yza! book.”

“Is it the Araragi School? Or is it the Shirakaba Movement?” pago65
Araragi was a Japanss iterary/postry magazine tha ran from 1908 to 1997, and whose famous contributors
were known as the “Avaragi School.” The Shirakaba ('White Birches’) movement is a group of Japanese writers
who were active inthe second half of the twentit century. With Zetsuboursensei’s old-fashioned sensibiltes,
tis i the type of djinshi he immediately thinks of.

Athr x Caga, pago 66

This is  reference to Athrun Zala and Cagall Yola Athha from Mobil Sut Gundam SEED. Its a straight male-
female paifing.
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Assorted references, page5

The Great King of Terrr is @ charactr fom the prophecies of Nosiradamus, who was supposed o begin is
teign of taror in July 1999, “JR” stands fo the Japan Raiiways Group, which operates most of Japan's raihvay
network. The “Cool Bi2” campaign was a 2005 Japanase environmental campaign to save lactriiy by chess-
ing casually at work and using less airconditoning. ("Warm Biz” was.an unaffcalcounter-proposal o save
electrity during winter by wearing heavy turlenack sits) “May He Walk” efers to Futa-kun, a red panda at
the Chiba Zoo who becam a big attracton due to his abilty o stand on his hind legs. Tamao Nishi s the name
of a boarded seal who took up residence n arive in Yokohamas Nishi Ward, and was so balovad by the locals
hat he was regsterec as a cizen under the name Tamao Nishi. Dr. Nakamatsu (or a he calshimsal,Or
Nakamals) i a colorful inventor of sirange devices wh has repeatedly run for governor of Tokyo,

President Kosaku Shima, pago 9

This s a eferance to Shachs Shima Kosaku (‘President Kosaku Shimar), the manga by Kenshi Hiokane.
Hiokane's businessman hero, Kosaku Shima, first appeared in 1983, and gradiually rose through the corporate
tanks, becoming company president n 2008 (a few years after this manga chaptorfrst appeared, suggesting
that Shima's wish came tre),

Assorted references, page 12

Iehiro Tanaka and Suzuk are charactors who appeared in Zetsuboursensal, volume 1, page 26, i which thy
previously expressed theircheams to join Japan's J. League soccer league, aka J2 (Tanaka) and study at
Momogi Animation School, aka Mo-Ani (Suzuki. Evidenty they'ro srious abou their wishes. “The former M
‘Sekiutsu” i a character who appears in volume 1, page 121, having sold allthat he possessed, inciuding his
interna organs. H s his name to Marka Taro Sokiuts.

Assorted references, page 13

Ichiro Suzuki s @ Japanese-born outfsider for the Seatle Mariners. Pince Peter Kroporkin (1842-1921) was
famous Russian anarchist, scienist, and author *Horiemon" is short for Horio Takatui,foundar of tha Japa-
nesa Interet porta vedoor. (He was known as an “aichemist” n the IT indusiry, hence the wish for Gold.)
“Ayu s short for Ayumi Hamasaki, the Empress ofJ-Pop, ho easily selsa millon CDs, The so-called Kano
sisters are a pair of Japanese TV calebrites who are chifly known fo thei lashy fashion sense and appearing
ude together in photo books

“You, who sleeps, have you forgotten?” pago 13

“You, who sleeps” (Ltatane no kimi) is  verse from the poam Hasu no Hanabuns ("Lotus Flower Boat’), fom
ihe bock Midaregami (Tangled Hair) by Akiko Yosano (1876-1942),The poems deal with love's awakering and
carnaldesie

Assorted references, page 15

Morning Musume is a famous al-gi J-Pop group, founded in 1997. Thay have a revoving lineup with new g
audioning forspots as others retr.” Haru Urara s 2 Japanasa racehorse, born n 1996, who became a so
of celebity e to her unbroken string o 113 osses. Akia Kai s  Japanose soccer layer who losta god
dueto 8 conroversal ofsic decision i a 2005 FIFA Confederations Cup against razi “May | ge togethr
with Komura" rferstothe fild lve afarbetwoen idol singer Tomomi Kahara and musc producer/DJ Tetsuye
Komuro. “May | be the chiaf mourner” rafrs o the publicdispute between two popular sumo wresters, broh-
ers Takanohana and Wakanohana, as o who was going o taka over the honorabl ole of “chif mournar” a
thefuneralof ther sumo wrester father i 2005, (This incident is alo referad to on page 36, and again on page
53) Amuro and Lalah aro charactes from the 1979 anima series Mobil Suit Gunda. Touch is a famous 1981
ol s B NSt A, s et 1000 Nimets s,
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Assorted references, pago 16
“May | practice birth control efersto Shico Nakamura and Yoko Takeuch, actors who m on the setof the
movie B With You in 2004. They had an afa, Yoko became pregnant, and they were brisfly married and then
dvorcad. Kazuyoshi Miura i a Japansse soccer player who was not selected as a main regstered member in
ihe'98 game and ended up unable to partcipate in the Workd Cup. Yama Hiraku i short for Taku Yamasaki,
a Japanese Dist Member who was fraquently embroec n sex scandals and becama famous for saying, If |
haci't been  Dist Member, | dafintaly would have been an adultvideo actor”("AV" i a Japanase abbraviation
for“acult vidaos.”) Goku and Vegeta aa characters i Akia Toryama's manga Dragon Ba, aka Dragan Ball .
Nacchi" is shotfor Natsumi Abe, a formar member of Morning Musume, whose image was tamished in 2004
oy a plagiarim scandal. Kazuhide Uskusa was  former professor at Wasada Univesity who was arested in
2004 for pesping under girs’skirts at a train station using a miror

| want to be a shellfish in my next life, pago 17
Thisis & eference to the 1358 Japanese TV drama Watashi wa Ka ni Nariai (1 Want to Be a Shelfs
has boen repeatedly remade, the most recent emake being in 2008

Your Front Hair Swept Back for the First Time..., pago 18
This il i taken from the apening line t the poam Hatsukol (‘First Love"), partof the potry calection
Wakanash (A Collction of Young Herbs®), by Toson Shimazaki (1872-1943).

which

“Opened Japan” vs. “Opened” the school, pago 20

“Opened Japan" and “opened the school” are both pronounce kaiko (though the witten characters are not
ihe same) so, in the Japanese version,this is a pun. Gommodore Perry (1794-1858) was the Commodore of
the U.S. Navy who, in 1854, saied a flee of “black ships” to Japan and famously pressured Japan to open
dplomatic relations o the United States, ending three hundred years of Japanese isolatonism

Shini Rurubu, page 23
Shini Rurubu, “Rurubu for Dying, is  parody of the actual Aurbu seres of Japanesa tavel guidebooks.
Zetsuboursenseiuses i tofind potential suicide spot.

Ueno Clinic, page 28
Tha Usno Giinic & a clnc that performs circumcisions, a fary common form of cosmic surgery among Japa-
nese aduit men. They requently advertise in men's magazines

Surstromming, pago 20
Balic hrring which has been sosked i bineand at o ferment for month, surstomming s considered a dl
cacy n Sweden. The cans’ conents usual spater when opencd e o pessure rom the fermentation insice.

Signs on Perry Shop, pago 31

Parnycan ourer Servica i atakeoff on Japan's wall-known Peican Courier Service. Kanten s a Japanase
dossert mad with agaragar Perysienne s takeoffof Parisienne, which s a type of gnocehi, among other
ihings.

Thou Shalt Not Know, page 32
This e is a reference to the poem Kimi Shintamo koto Nakare (‘Thou Shalt Not Die"), by Akdko Yosano
(1878-1942). In Japanesa, “Thou Shalt Not Know” is Kimi Shiramo koto Nakare, just one letersdifrenc.

One missed call, pago 32
i addion to a common cellphone message, Chakushin Ar (“One Missed Cal) is the name of 2 2004
aceness hersroue: i Aneciban rernsiie wes rlsased i, SOUG:
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CURRENT CHARGES FROM THIS ISSUE

LETTER OF RCCUSATION

P
OCCLPRTION: STIOENT
N KRERE KMURA,

oereomw:
‘OCCUPRTION: FORMER STORE OWNER
N PERRY (RSSINED NEWE)

oA v 13
BTN, CHEF OF POLICE

- PURPOSE OF ACCUSATION
THE ACTS BY THE DEFENDANT,AS STATED BELOW, ARE DEENED TO COME LADER CRMINAL LW ARTICLE 176 (FORC-
BLE ACT OF LEWNDNESS), N0 THIS COMPLANT IS MADE TO PURSLE SEVERE PLNISHHENT TO BE HANDED OUT 10
TH DEDORN.

- FACTS OF THE RCCUSATION
ATRBOLT 100 P04, WITHIN THE SCHOOL PREMISES, THE DEFENDRNT SHOUTED, Y THERE, ITTE GIRL, OPEN LP/"
WHLE SMULTAREOLSLY RSSAULTNG VE.

AT THE TG | WAS CARRYING R B3, D WITH MY HANDS FULL | WAS LABLE TO FLEE FROM THE DEFENDANT.HE
‘GRABBED ME B My ANKLES, HING ME UPSIDE DONN, AND FORCIBLY PEEKED AT MY PANTIES, THEREEY COMMT-
NG RLEWD ACT

THE ACT BY THE DEFHADANT 1S CONSDERED TO FALL UNDER CRMNVL LW, ARTICLE 176 (CRIME OF FORCIBLE
ACT OF LEWDNESS), SO | HEREBY FLE A COMPLANT SO THAT SEVERE PLNSHMENT MY BE JENDED TO THE DE-
FeoR

evbence
£ WINESS: NOZOMU MOSHKI
2. WIMESS: CLASSATE A

LETTER OF ROCUSATION
P

oeraoRNT:
OCCUPRTION STUOENT  OCCpRTION BUTLER  DATE:AUGUST 31
NEE: KRERE KIVURR Pl BTN CHEF OF POLICE.

- PURPOSE OF ACCUSATION
THE RCTS BY THE DEFENDRNT RS STATED BELOW ARE CONSIDERED O FALL INDER CRMINAL LAW, ARTICLE 230
CCRIVE GF DEFRVATION OF CHRRACTER), AND THS COMPLANT 15 MADE TO PURSLE SEVERE PUNISHVENT TO B8
HRNDED OUT 10 THE DEFNDRT.

- FRCTS OF THe ACCUSATION
ATRBOUT 8:00 AM, [WAS FORCED TO WEAR A KIMOND, ALONG WITH FIVE OTHER FEMALE STLDENTS, AT THE 110~
‘SHK FAMLY RESIDENCE N KRRUIZAWA (NAGANO PREFECTURE. FURTHERMORE, WHLE THE KIMONOS WERE BENG
ASSIGNED, | WAS SINGLED LT AND FORCED TO WERR A KIVONO WITH AN EXCEEDINGLY SHORT HEM.

WHEN IVOICED My PROTESTS, HE REPLY WRS, “TAT HAS ALREADY BEENILOOKED NTO* THS WRS SAD OPENLY N
FRONT OF EVERYONE, TO GIVE THE VPRESSION THRT | ALWAYS ENLOY WEARING HIGHLY REVERLING CLOTHING.

THE RFOREVENTIONED FCTS ARE CONSIDERED 10 FAL LNDER CRIMAGA. LW, RRTICLE 230 (CRIVE OF DEFRVA:
TION OF CHRRACTER), AND IN ORDER FOR THE DEFENDANT TO BE GIVEN STRICT PLISHENT, | HEREBY MAKE MY
cHRGES.

evoace
1 WINESS: ClassaTe A
2. NHOUSE VIDEO FROMTHE BURGLARY SYSTEM DIVISION OF THE ITOSHKI RESDINGE

SUPPLEVENTARY DOCUMENTS
THE RBOVE.WENTIONED VIDEOTIE - ONE TAPE
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(50D 19WTHAPPY, BECALSE HE KNOWS EVERYTHAG.
GO0 15 OVISCIENT, BUT FM SURE THAT THERE ARE ALL KNDS OF THNGS THRT HE'S BETTER OFF NOT KNOWING.
5 FOR MYSELE 1 DON'TWANT TO KNOW, SO 1 NOT GONG TO KNOW. BUT THAT MIGHT MAKE UFE ALITTLE DF-
FICLLT SO | PRETEND THAT | KNOW. | OPEN My MOWTH,LOCKING LIKE [ KNOW. S0, FSK AWRY, KOS,

G HOW MICH DOES 7 COST TO ERASE A NEIGHBOR'S WRNKLES?
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1LIKE THE SHADE. EVERY TIVE | MOVE, | CHOOSE R PLACE FACING NORTH EVEN I THE SHADE, I WERR SUNBLOCK.
(OF COURSE, 1HNG MY PANTS IN THE SHADE TO ORY.

FMATIRACTED TO SHADY WOMEN. | SUPPORT THE SHADOW LEADER YOSHKO SAKURAL I THERE ARE RIGHTS TO
‘SUNLIGHT,| THNK THERE OUGHT 10 B8 RIGHTS TO SHRDE. TO THNK THAT SHRDON ART'S POPLLAR NOW,WITH THE
‘SPOTLIGHT BEING CAST ON SHIDOWS-WE'RE IN STRANGE THES. THEY S THAT THE SHADOWS RRE GETTING.
ORE POPULAR, BUT PLEFSE DONT PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON THEM WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO DO BY SHINNG AN
NGUSITIVE LIGHT?

FMANADVOCATE FOR SHIDE. |DON'TLIKE SUNLIGHT.1LOVE THE TOSHOGU
‘SHRINE INNIKIO, BECRUSE THERE ARE MONKEYS.
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‘SURVEYS, N SAY NOTHING VHEN PEOPLE RS, *S0, WHAT T OF WORK
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“MBY AL YOUR DREAMS TAKE T0P PRIORITY"
WITHOUT RSKING RBOUT W, THE METALLICHARED MADEN KEPT GOING, THS RORD 1S DRNGEROUS, POLICENEN,

PLERSE CONTROL THIS AREA. THE NADENS' CARTS ARE OVERLORDED AND THEY'RE ALWAYS SPEEDINGS 'S A
LAmess ARER

THE NEXT THING YO KNOW, WHLE DESPERATELY RVOIDING CARTS, [WAS NEARLY RLNOVER BY A REAL CAR. 1 S9W.
A BLACK CENTURY WITH A NOBLE EMBLEM AND THE SLHOLETTE OF THE BRCK OF AN LEGANT KT AS | EXPECTED,
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“TAKUMACHIE® KEZT GETTING IN THE WAY, 50| COULON'T REVEMBER A THING. IMWORTH THREE GAVRS PONTS
ND HAVE LESS THAN IV OF MENORY I GETS MAXED OUT VERY QUICKLY.

MY HUNGN CAPACITY 1S THE SAME WRY. /M PETTY S0 |LOSE My TEMPER WHEN THE SWALLEST THING HRPPENS. IVE
NEVER HELD Ry THNG HERVIER THEN A PEN.|DON'T KNOW A WORLD BIGGER THAN MY MANISCRBT.|FRET OVER
INSIGNFICANT THNGS.

LT YOUKNOW, BECAUSE My CAPACITY'S SWALL, | CAN BE FULFLLED WITHLITTLE THNGS. EVEN GETTING A COUR-
TEOUS SWILE THAT MIGHT MERN NOTHING T0 YOU MAKES ME SPEND THE ENTIRE OFY INHAPPAESS.

THE CHRRRCTER FOR oAy — B — LOOKS LIE FOUR PEOPLE READY TO KL ERCHOTHER. F THAT'S THE
CRSE, 7' BETTER 10 B8 ARGUNG OVER SONETHNG TRIVL.
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WHEN B CONVERSATION STRRIS WITH THE PHRRSE ¥ HAVE A FRVOR TO ASK OF YOUS T'S USURLLY SOMETHNG.
THAT'S NOT COOL THEY'RE LIKE LEND ME MONEX HURRY U PAD TURNIN YOLR MANUSCRIPT, IVE GOT 10 GO 10
‘COMKET SO GIV M THE DRY OFF.

SO, ST DON'T ASK. TRY WAGINNG WHAT IT FEELS LIKE TO BE 1HE STARS, WITH PEOPLE NAKING WISHES ON
YOURLL THE TIE, XD YOU'LL GET AN DER OF HON TOUGH 15 FOR THEM. WHEN IT'S *THE WISH OF A LFETVE®
THAT MAKES IT EVEN MORE OF A NUISANCE. YOU CAN'T MAKE ANY MORE WISHES, FAD YOU DON'T WRNT TO HEAR
ABOUT THEM EITHER.

|DON'TLIKE PEOPLE WHO AKE LOTS OF WISHES, I ONE COVES TRUE, THEY'LL NAKE ANOTHER, AND I THAT ONE
‘COMES TRUE, THEYLL MAKE ANOTHER. 'S FLWRYS "GIMIE, GIWWE.* THERE'S NO END TO IT.| DON'T WANT 10
'BE DISUIKED, SO | DON'T MRKE WISHES OR REQUESTS OF PEOPLE. EVEN I MY WISHES WEREN'T GRANTED, 10 BE
DISLIKED AR,

INTHAT CASE, I MAKES VE WANT TO WAKE R WISH WHEN SHOLLD | VAKE THAT
WISH OF R LIETNE? CAN I BE TRANSFERRED TO MY NEXT LIEP 1L LSE 1T
‘ONRBOUT My THRD LIFE. SNCE TS AWISH FOR Wy THIRD LIS, COULD YOu
PLEASE TURN ME INTO AN ANWATED CHARRCTER?

OPEN UP

“1DONT UNDERSTAND YOUR TRUE FEELNGS.*

PEOPLE HAVE SAID THIT TO E FOR 75 LONG 7S | CRM REVEMBER. EVEN My PARENTS TOLD ME THIL MY HOVE-
'ROOM TEACHER SAID THAT YESTERDRY, 1MET APERSON FOR THE FRST TG, AND THEY TOLD ME THAT. (HE DIDN'T
GETALONG SOWELL)

‘STRANGERS ASK ME TO OPEN U9 My HEART A LITILE MORE, BUT THAT'S RIDICULOUS, | \OPENED My HEART* R0
‘SPOKE W TRUE FEELINGS, PEOPLE WOLLD CLIT OFF RELATIONS WITH VE ON THE SPOT. S LONG AS | KEEP THS.
'DISGRACEFLL HERRT OF MNE CLOSED, | CAN SONEHON BE IVOLVED WITH OTHERS. YOU LT A LID OVER SWELLY
STLFF 1O NOT CAUSE TROLBLE. 7' J/ST GOOD NANNERS TO GET ALONG WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS.

THOUGH PEOPLE TELL M, *| DON'T LADERSTRND YOUR TRIE FEELINGS,” I TRUTH, EVEN | DON'T KNOW MY TRLE
FEELINGS, WHAT DO | REALLY WANT TO DO WHRT A P WHO ARE YOU O MEP S0, P4 NOTHING, YOU S/PWELL,
FMSORRY

MY HERRT HHS TWO DOORS: EVEN | CAN'T OPEN THE ONE N THE BRCK. -
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