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PAGE 513
Okinawa: An island well to the south of the
main Japanese islands, known for its tropi-
cal weather, similar to Hawaiis. A popular
tourist destination with its own indigenous
history and language, and a unique take on
Japanese culture.

‘Okinawake upl”: In Japanese, one way
of saying “wake ‘up" is_pronounced like
Okinawa (the place). hence our decision to
make a pun out of the homonym.

PAGE 517
Shurl Castle: An Okinawan castle located
in the city of Naha, capital of Okinawa
Prefecture, It was destroyed during the
Battle of Okinawa in World War Il and later
rebult from photographs. Shureimon is a
gate outside of the castle, also destroyed
and reconstructed. And yes, it does indeed
appear on the 2,000 yen note.

Shisa: A famous mythological creature,
resembling a cross between a lion and a
dog, that is used in Okinawan culture as
a decoration to ward away evi. They are
usually found perched on rooftops o
beside gates.

PAGE 520
Chanpuru: An Okinawan stir fry dish, lter-
ally meaning "something mixed” The typi-
cal chanpuru is made with goya (bitter
melon), but fu_chanpuru (flatbread) and
somin_chanpuru (thin_noodles) are also
popular styles. In addition to the main in-
aredient of the chanpur, it usually includes
veggies. tofu, eggs. and meat or fish

PAGE 524
Chinsuko: A simple and traditional Oki-
nawan confection made of lard and fiour.
Perhaps Tomo finds this funny because the
name s a bit Similar o ChINko, a word for
penis.

PAGE 525
Saataa andagil: Another Okinawan treat
Saataa andagii are balls of sweet, deep fried
dough. similar to donuts. They're usually
fried o that theyre crispy on the outside
while still luffy and soft in the midde.

PAGE 526
Islands; While Okinawa Island is the main
destination for people vacationing in Oki-
nawa, the area actually encompasses many
small islands, which are collectively known
a5 the Ryukyu Isiands. Iriomote Isiand is
o FSF it viery: ik huaman Sattiaments.

as most of the island is stil covered by a
dense jungle. The Iriomote Cat is a species
of wildcat only found on Iriomote, and is
estimated to have only one hundred spec-
mens left.

Uminchu: Kaorin and Kimura's shirt, which
read "Uminchu;” mean “man of the sea” (ie.
fisherman) in Gkinawan Japanese.

PAGE 529
Urauchi River: A large river running from
the center of Iriomote Island. Boating up
the river is a common tourist activity, as it
allows you to go inland without trekking
through the thick jungle. Eventually you
will reach the Mariyudu Falls, where the
boat must turn around and go back.

PAGE 532
Ukon tea: An Okinawan tea made from
turmeric roots. Tomo's probably repeating
this because it's close to unko, the word for
poop.

PAGE 542
Radio exercise: A series of light exercises
set to music that is played early in the
mornings. It's mostly popular among young
children and the elderly, and oftentimes
neighborhood groups will meet to exercise
together at, for example, the local shririe or
park. Sometimes children will be attracted
to the activity over summer break by offer-
ing stamp cards with the promise of a prize
for those who participate a certain number
of days, as shown on the following page.

PAGE 555
Ichiro and Dice-K: Ichiro refers to Ichiro
Suzuki, a world-famous, record-holding
Japanese baseball player who plays as an
Sutfielder in the American major leagues
(MLB) for the Seattle Mariners. He is widely
regarded as the first Japanese-born regu-
lar position player in the MLB. Dice-K refers
to Daisuke Matsuzaka, a renowned starting
pitcher for the Boston Red Sox in the MLE
Looks like Chiyo-chan might be next!

PAGE 558
Yomi's song: Originally Tomo was referring
to the character of Gian (or Jaian) from the
classic kid's cartoon Doraemon. Gian is 3
big spoiled bully whose closest equivalent
in American TV is probably Cartman from
South Park. but his deep and goofy voice
Cwhich Tomo mentions) is more similar 0
Homer Simpson's. For what it worth. The
Simpsons has been dubbed into Japanese
and broadcast on Japanese TV for years.
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though to nowhere near the success found
in'its home country.

PAGE 568
School uniforms: Technically. sex trade
businesses like brothels are illegal in Japan,
but they are usually tolerated as long as
they give the authorities sufficient notice
of their activity. Tomo seems to be under
the impression that the teachers are dress-
ing up in ther old school uniforms for the
enefit of their “clients”

PAGE 571
Male cheerleaders: While most of the time,
you might think of male cheerleaders as
effeminate guys who catch the girls during
acrobatic _routines, Japanese cheering
sauads are vastly different. Utilizing old-
fashioned long coats, headbands, and
ornate flags, these male cheerleaders are
almost miltaristic in their rigid actions and
codes. They're considered very manly and
old-fashioned, and thanks to exaggerated
depictions in manga, anime, and video
games, they often exude a retro coolness.
in contemporary use.

PAGE 585
Nekozukusi: The ttle of this catalog (which
would usually be romanized "Nekozuku-
shi") means “all about cats.”

PAGE 604

Irimotote: In Japanese edition, Kagura is
actually making a_mispronunciation by
reading the characters for “Iriomote” by
their most common readings, nishi (" west™)
and hyou (‘chart”).

PAGE 612

Center exams: A Japanese standardized
test designed to rank students intending to
enter college, similar to the SATs

PAGE 614
Where did “Japanese” come from: This
joke might be a bit confusing at first
glance. Hint: think about what language
you're reading.

PAGE 623
Omikuji: These paper fortunes can be
bought at  temple during the year's first
visit on New Year's Day and are said to
foretel one’s luck for the entire year. The
fortunes come in a range of quality, from
‘great fortune” to “terrible misfortune”
(though actual *bad luck” fortunes are usu-
ally rare). The temple or shrine will tvpi-

cally have a pine tree on its premises, to
which visitors can tie poor fortunes. This
is because the word for “pine,” matsu, is a
homonym of the verb "to wait," signifying
that the misfortune of the omikur will wait
by the tree rather than accompany its host
back home.

PAGE 646
“I am a cat”: This phrase, which in Japa-
nese reads Wagahai wa Neko de Aru. is the
title of legendary author Soseki Natsume's
first novel, written in 1905. It's a satire of
the Meiji period, as Western influences and
industrialism crept into traditional Japa-
nese society, all told from the perspective
of a family cat. It's a classic book and there
s a very clever and excellent English trans-
lation available now.

PAGE 147
Mori: Yoshiro Mori was the prime minister
of Japan from 2001 to 2002, following a
stroke that incapacitated his predecessor.
Keizo Obuchi. Known for his many care:
less gaffes and public relations mistakes,
he was an unpopular PM who was quickly
replaced by the much more appealing and
lively Junichiro Koizumi. Admittedly, he has.
3 rather funny-Iooking face (run an image
search online to see for yourself). There's
also a hidden joke in this strip—when
Osaka says “I'm sorry” in English, the Japa-
nese pronunciation of “sorry” is the same
as souri, the word for "prime minister” It's
a goofy bit of wordplay that pops up every
now and then in comedy material

PAGE 639
‘Tokyo University: The premier university in
Japan. It only takes the brightest and best.
and a degree from Tokyo U virtually guar-
antees you a cushy corporate job in the
real world.

PAGE 664
The song being sung here, under the title
‘Aogeba Totoshi.” is 3 traditional gradua-
tion song expressing the gratitude of the
students to the teachers who helped raise
them
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page. Get to know the girls who
set a new standard for the high
school experience!

Sakaki — strong and silent with
a soft and fuzzy center

Chiyo — a towering intellect wrapped
in a ten-year-old package

Tomo — The Mouth

‘Yomi — should stop eating if she
wants to lose weight

Osaka — well, she's ... different

The original phenomenon from
Kiyohiko Azuma, beloved creator of
YOTSUBAS!, s collected in this deluxe
edition and is an absolute necessity
for any manga enthusiast's library!

5 US $24.99 cAN$2999
Yen

158N 978-0-316-07738-5

press
52000 >
1 mH M
51750316 1077385,
LS





OEBPS/Images/image00489.jpeg
INVITATION SAFYT SINTRONT






OEBPS/Images/image00486.jpeg
b






OEBPS/Images/image00728.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00487.jpeg
SPEAKILL OF> HECHYO






OEBPS/Images/image00729.jpeg
THE END.






OEBPS/Images/image00484.jpeg
GROWING PAINS






OEBPS/Images/image00726.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00485.jpeg
ey

o

war's
WRITTEN
N THose
LTTLe
BLACK
B00KS
THEY AL
AROUNDI?

.

Now
THAT

N

e LKE, iN

#AoDrEss
800K
W THE

Go1,






OEBPS/Images/image00727.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00724.jpeg
TRy,
Wy o

Wy 278

Whys That? 030

Wi Animal 61

Wil Find One? 036
WinorDie 576

Winter Morning. 169
wish 398

wsh 621

Wi Heart 455

ot 222

Vion' keeo 1320
Work For 159

Viork For t. Kogura 354
Word of Aduts, The 325
worred 555

worry 079,

o It Hurt 478
weong 188

e 046

YomiSaw 083

Yo Don' Hove o it 389

You Got Fooed 557

You Uit oot 026

You Lt e 385

You lay? 195

Youpas 556

Youwil Pass_ 628

VakariGoes Wi 08

Vi of e Wi 148

Vi an e 074

Vikar he Stk 149

Vikarsense 005

Vikan sens Commtes by
By 025

Vukan senslGot Scolded 02

Vukars iincey 554

VakarisOrving 085

Vukaris Here 231

Yok Stock Runs Hgh 540

Vokas Summer Bk 075

the index tells no tales.





OEBPS/Images/image00483.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00725.jpeg
AZUMANGA DAIOR

KIYOHIKO AZUMA






OEBPS/Images/image00723.jpeg
INDEX ¢yup, there’s more.)

Sosing v 559 Trats ok snss 518 Unn 570
Sometnig e 153 Trote ot 459 Urbesrsoe. 610
Sory 423 s s wsae_ 41 UnbesralySo. 452
Soia e 443 Trers Yo G 665 Unratcad oo The 462
Sovvenss 32 Tro Haten 26 Unkoown an. 038
Spuim 310 ey Wi e 21 Unresies 497
CSousk11Of> 448 Thngs W S Togthe The 829 Unvacommencad Mens 345
Spening 10m Exparrce 086 v 457 Unisteo. 665
Soening o i . 424 Thssun 420 Unnitvatra 55
Specol Trt? 618 s 620 Uievou omnrs 12
Specaty 256 Tnsore 534 Unssasant 026
o 479 Thavonis 186 Unaaaane 102
Sonson. HosHon 122 Traueans Crapstcis A 642 Vacaon . 151
Soting 3 Woremlon 085 Threeporter 1 suppese A 229 Very Good G A 172
Soot Uty 643 Thviing Rt 244 Ve e, 305
o 195 T o Come The 630 Loy s 56
Soina 43 T Pl 327 Viory 420
Sauiny 232 To o Contnod 52 Vitory Damarced 14
Sibiny 425 ToTherant. 426 Victory s atHona 626
Saer 568 ToTneLotar 375 Vidence o Largusge. he 469
S Crs 545 o The ok ofOreams 035
Sand Uy, Tamo-crant o1 Todnys Compation 482 [w ]
S Wttt 1t 045 TodoysFartira s 342 Ve 638
o 474 Togetner 218 Ve up S04
oot 608 Togener 667 Vi Up Kaorn 422
oo o Coy 392 Togener 674 Ve Up. pecgie 316
oot $45 Togener win s 609 Ve Uy Cat 515
suuteor 12 Tomtoes 407 Varmn 350
Srongest Studen e 681 Tomo 1 Ot Big Oy 647 vy 755
Stucy Sesson. 635 Tomochan G Wid 01 Virnog Sl 205
Suies 520 Tomo Coyovir 094 Vs o 563
Sucasto Dt 235 Tomo Cryo i The 070 Vier T, T 138
Sugey Temoura 525 Tomo, At Your Senvce 17 Vi e 18
Summr Baongs o You 079 Toma Mamary S Vit Go Tomocnan_0i2
Summer vacoton wobs $42 Tomoows s Vocaton Oy 259 VoA Run Toguner 72
Curmr acatin s 356 Tonaue Troea 81 Vi il e 674
Sunday it Chyo-chan. 025 Tooas 1 Ve Sor S, 552
Sory Skt 91 ToaComy 225 Vieon 065
Suner 523 Tootne? 538 Viedoe (1) 61
Svipcen 434 TooRoway 088 viacae 124
Toa Tt 362 Vincams 404

Torure ara 180 Vidcama t Cryos oom 080
— Towea 0 Vina e You Dang? 285
T Soet The 187 Touan 486 Vit Covi e 627
e o 521 Touer o Rascn e emers A 459 Vit s T eart 200
Toeoner 535 Tansormston 254 Vit Haopens 409
T Crarge_ 575 Top 047 Vint e Done? 145
Toins Tomo. 227 <o 207 Viatis 7 355
s 150 iy Vit s She Taking About? 508
acrer 540 Ty 276 i
Tschar o6, Cot_ 632 Tocky 487 Vit S 1067 405
Tscnrs 5o o 275 Ty 655 Vit Shoa 07 408
Tacning o St 67 T Gueston 345 Vinat Shoud 1D 623
a1 Topny 367 Vit e 363
Tery iy Crivo-chan 015 Tueidenty 397 Vit a T 212
woive 032 T 42 v 450
Trtle 337 e 574 s
Toror 097 Tuenty Eachvay 480 Vit Gon 0r7 506
s T Coo 189 T, 170 Vinats Gong O 236
it 030 Too Crangers 076 Vihen 0 e prt s? 085
Titmony 308 Toopent 364 Vi e e 452
Frt o' e st 825 Tonoon 560 ViereSnos G 507
Tt Wos oo 130 Tohoonsavon 558 Ve Gat 7 356
Frt Was e 50 Vnievora AL 141
Tt i Shine n e KT o Caes 108

Vountans 528 oW (Undened Divng Wi 204 Who Dest 17 394

e b nbigerg by spggesiey





OEBPS/Images/image00501.jpeg
THE UNHATCHED EGG






OEBPS/Images/image00502.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00499.jpeg
DOES SHE HATE US¥ IT'S HARD TO BE AN ADULT






OEBPS/Images/image00500.jpeg
PESPONDENCY

™
KRS,

AND T
WiLL B
cLass 45
HOMERGOM

TEACHER.

OTHER PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS






OEBPS/Images/image00497.jpeg
LIKE SPRING FLOWERS BLOOMING SEPARATION






OEBPS/Images/image00498.jpeg
A TOWER TO REACH THE HEAVENS SEIRVING THE RARKNELS






OEBPS/Images/image00495.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00496.jpeg
THIRD YEAR

G s our
= TUIRD
~ AND FINAL
1

apriL
PART-1






OEBPS/Images/image00493.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00494.jpeg
AZUMANGA-DAIOH

You belong.





OEBPS/Images/image00512.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00510.jpeg
INTERFERENCE






OEBPS/Images/image00511.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00508.jpeg
BAD FEELING ABOUT THIS






OEBPS/Images/image00509.jpeg
L WAL SERRSD TOD BRUISES ARE OKAY






OEBPS/Images/image00506.jpeg
MONKEY

NEVER MIND, Y'ALL






OEBPS/Images/image00507.jpeg
OVERACTIVE IMAGINATION SAFRETATIONS

__K_ﬁ?,.iﬂuiﬂil!iﬁl






OEBPS/Images/image00504.jpeg
CRAB WITHOUT A SHELL






OEBPS/Images/image00505.jpeg
PRLICIS






OEBPS/Images/image00503.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00521.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00522.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00519.jpeg
THE ReSULT TWENTY SACH Y






OEBPS/Images/image00520.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00517.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00518.jpeg
SPIN NEREY ST






OEBPS/Images/image00515.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00516.jpeg
THE DETAILS






OEBPS/Images/image00513.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00514.jpeg
KINDNESS






OEBPS/Images/image00532.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00530.jpeg
TRANSLATION NOTES 2

PAGE 465
Kotatsu: A special Japanese piece of fur-
niture, Consisting of a short table with a
small heater stuck underneath. A heavy
futon-style comforter is placed over the
t0p. trapping the heat underneath. An
indispensable part of winter in Japan!
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PAGE 335
Ultraman: The mask Osaka wears here
is the recognizable face of the long-run-
ning live-action TV series hero, Ultraman.
Including all the different series broadcast
through time, Ultraman has been on TV
for over four decades, using his powers to
row to enormous size to protect the town
from attacking monsters.

PAGE 350
Mushrooms: Within Japanese cuisine, no
mushroom is more prized than matsutake.
Due to its rarity and demand, matsutake
can be incredibly pricey. Shittake mush-
rooms, while similarly important to Asian
cuisines, are much easier to cultivate and
therefore quite 3 bit cheaper.

Curry and hayashi rice: Hayashi rice is a
thick beef sauce poured over rice that
bears a strong resemblance to typical Jap-
anese curry.

PAGE 367
Morning Musume: An ultra-famous pop
supergroup consisting_entirely of girls
Cmusume® meaning "girl” in this context)
handpicked by the group's manager,
Tsunku. One of the group’s defining fea-
tures is the practice of regularly "gradu-
ating” “and_scouting new_ members for
replacement, so the lineup of members can
be radically different from year to year.

PAGE 370
Nurikabe and Karakasa: Two of the many
Spooks and goblins found in Japanese folk-
lore. The nurikabe is said to be an invisible
wallthat extends endiessly to block the way
of travelers. It is often depicted in art as a
wall with a face and limbs. The karakasa is
an umbrella that s said to come to life once
it is one hundred years old. A karakasa is
shown with one eye, a protuding tongue.
and one foot.

PAGE 392
Chiyosuke: -suke is a common ending for
Japanese boys' names. Yukari is teasing
Chiyo by adding it to her name.

PAGE 413
Hokkaido: As the northernmost of the
four main islands of Japan, Hokkaido is the
coldest. In addition to its sizable agricul-
ture, the island's relatively recent coloniza-
tion'and development leave it with exten-
sive wilderness and wildife. There’s a lot of
special regional seafood and exotic meat

for the adventurous gourmet.

PAGE 418
Noboribetsu: A town in western Hokkaido
famed for its many luxurious natural hot
springs. The Karurusu Hot Spring—whose
name is based on the Japanese reading of
the Czech hot spring town, Karlovy Vary —
is a particularly well-known location, due
to the use of its name in a brand of bath
softener.

PAGE 421
Futon: Rather_than a cushion to sit on,
the Japanese futon is a bed consisting of
a heéavy comforter to lie on with another
heavy blanket on top. When Tomo men-
tions patterns, she is referring o @ com-
mon school rule that no personal clothes
in addition to the school uniform may have
attention-drawing patterns or marks.

PAGE 432
Ramen and soba: While most people may
be familiar with instant ramen noodles
S0ba is a less common sight in the West:
ern world. Soba is made with buckwheat
flour and has a grayish-purple color. Rather
than being served in a soup, soba typically
comes on 3 plate and s dipped into smal
cups of strong broth before eating.

PAGE 433
Seto Inland Sea: This body of water, which
is now officially known simply as “The In-
land Sea," lies between three of the four
main islands of Japan: Honshu, Kyushu, and
Shikoku. It's a long and narrow sea that'
also rather shallow.

PAGE 457
Floors: The typical Japanese high school
building has three floors, with each fioor
corresponding to one of the school years
first-years on the_bottom floor, second-
years on the midde floor, and third-years
on the top.

PAGE 459
Haircut: s a common practice among
Japanese girls to cut their hair short after
they've suffered a broken heart

Ryoko Hirosue: An actress who exploded
into Japanese show business in the late
1905, She's often sported a short-cut hair-
style, but needless to say, Tomo's got 2
long way to 9o to match her in looks. Hiro-
sue was also the lead actress in Departures
the winner of the Academy Awards' Best
Foreian Lanouage Film in 2008.
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PAGE 171
Zoni: A traditional dish eaten around New
Year's. Zoni is a light soup with mochi rice
cakes, some type of meat such as chicken,
fish, or meatbalis, leafy greens, and carrots.
The sweet bean soup mentioned in the
strip is zenzal, a winter treat consisting of
a thick, warm soup made with sweet red
beans and sticky, half-melted mochi. Yomi
must have really eaten a [ot of it

PAGE 172
New Year's allowance: Another feature
of the Japanese New Year, otoshidama is
a gift of money given from older relatives.
to young children. The money is usually
placed in decorative paper pouches called
otoshidama-bukuro.

PAGE 177
First dream: In Japan, the first dream
that one sees in the New Year is thought
to foretell the year ahead. Traditionally. a
dream that combined M. Fui, 8 hawk, and
an eggplant was considered a sign of great
fortune ahead.

PAGE 185
The numbers listed on the dividing pages
between chapters here are the heights
of the characters in centimeters. If you
were to convert into inches, you'd find the.
following measurements:

Tomo 154cm 50"
Yomi 163cm 54
Chiyo T33cm 44"
Osaka 156cm 51"
Kagura 156 cm 51"
Sakaki 174cm 58"
Yukari 158 cm 527
Nyamo 16lcm 53"

PAGE 187
Talyakiz A delicious pastry shaped like a
fish (no actual fish involved) and filled with
sweet red bean jam. The dish is served
warm, but be careful not to bite into it too.
fast, because the filling inside is hot!

PAGE 18¢
Teru teru bozu: A good luck charm made
from cloth or tissue paper that is intended
to bring good weather. The name means
‘shiny priest.” and with the appearance of a
round head tied off with the ends hanging
Ioose. the charm resembles a simple Hal-
loween "ghost” hanging. While the charm
is meant to keep rain away. some will hang
them upside down to encourage the rain
b,

PAGE 211
Giants: The Tokyo Yomiuri Giants are the
most successful baseball team in Japan,
the equivalent of the New York Yankees.
Tomo is arguing on behalf of the Chunichi
Dragons, another team in the same league.
though nowhere near as successful

PAGE 224
Vakiniku: Literally “griled meat,” yokiniku
is often called Korean barbecue. Vakiniku
restaurants have ittle grills buit into the
tables, from which the customers order
Servings of bite-sized beef that they can
ook to their own lking.

PAGE 227
Name order: While the characters in
this translation are presented with their
names in the Western order (given, family)
Far East countries like Japan, China, and
Korea use the opposite_order (family.
given). Within Japan, it's common knowl-
edge that the "rest of the world” places
their names in the opposite order, so for
example, they would say “Brad Pitt” rath-
er than “Pitt Brad." Because the Japanese
alphabet must fit certain distinct sounds
from foreign_languages (such as "R
and "L, and "S” and "Th") into the same
pronunciation,the name "Bruce Lee’
Sounds exactly the same as “Blue Three”

PAGE 259
Hawk's claws: The literal translation of the
Japanese name (taka no tsume) for a type
of small chile pepper that got its name
from the curved shape it comes in.

PAGE 282
Fuilko Mine: An iconic femme fatale from
the Lupin /lj manga and anime series. She
Uses her voluptuous body and charms to
seduce the mystery thief Lupin into divuig-
ing important information or acting on her
whims. Even her name references her sexy
body it has often been suggested that I
Fujiko's name was translated into English, it
would be “Twin Peaks.

PAGE 302
Tissues: In Japan. a common form of
promotion for certain businesses is to
wrap packets of tissues with an advertise-
ment. then pay people to hand them out
in crowded areas such as malls or outside
train stations. If you don't learn to ignore
them, you'l 500 find your hands full,
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PAGE 317
Festivals: Japan has a number of holidays
in the summer in which visiting a temple
s customary. and on those occasions the
temple often holds a festival featuring food
stands, fireworks, and games. One of these
games is the goldfish catch, in which a
basin s filled with water and goldfish, and
for a small price, the player s given a fragile
paper net with which to scoop out a fish. If
they manage to do it without the net break-
ing, they will receive a bag full of water to
out the goldfish inside and take home.

PAGE 318
Yukata: A summer version of the traditional
wimono that s lighter and draftier for use in
the hot and mugay Japanese summer.

PAGE 320
Yakisoba: A popular summer dish con-
isting of fried noodles with pork and
cabbage. You can invariably find it at any
cummer festival in Japan.
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COMMON HONORIFICS
no honorific: Indicates familiarity or close-
ness: if used without permission or reason,
addresssing someone in this manner would
constitute an insult.

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr/Mrs./
Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this
is the fail-safe honorific.

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also in-
dicate that the social status of the speaker
is lower than that of the addressee.

-kun: Used most often when referring to
boys. this indicates affection or familiarity.
-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating
familiarity used mostly in reference to girls
ais0 used in reference to cute persons o
animals of either gender.

“sensei: A respectful term for teachers.
artists, or high-level professionals.

MONETARY CONVERSION
Though exchange rates fluctuate daiy. a
900d estimate to use is 100 JPY to 1 USD.

e
Azumanga Daioh: The first part of the
title is a meld of the author's name.
‘Azuma, with the word manga. The second
part comes from the magazine in which the
Series originally ran, Dengeki Daioh.

PAGES.
Japanese school year: Uniike the American
Custom of starting the school ear in the
fall, the Japanese school year rolls over in
the spring. In high school and below. there
are generally three terms o trimesters in
3 school year: the first from spring to
Summer followed by summer vacation, the
second from fall to winter followed by
winter break, and the third and final
term from the new year to spring break
Most Japanese schaols split secondary
education (7th to 12th grades) into three
years each at junior and senior high

Homeroom: Homeroom in Japanese.
schools is a more central feature than we're.
used to here. A class will often spend sev-
eral periods of the day in their homeroom
Classroom, while the teachers move from
class to class to teach their subjects. In
addition, these homeroom classes work
together on a variety of school duties.
such as cleaning the campus and organiz-
ing exhibitions for student festivals. There-
fore, class arrangements play a significant
role'in a student's education. as they can
potentially be placed in the same class of
20-30 students for their entire time in high
i it et eopmp Blo ol famd e g, uf

labeled by year and then room, ie.. Class
14 would refer to the first-year class in
Room 4.

PAGE 9
Daily helper: Part of the student respon-
sibilities within the Japanese class system
is the nicchoku, or “day duty.” a role that
places certain tasks—such as_assisting
the teacher or cleaning up the classroom
or campus —on a student within the class.
This responsibility Is rotated each day
between the students of the class

PAGE 11
Standing in the hallway: This form of pun-
ishment. involving holding heavy buckets
fUll of water in the hallway, is a throwback
to the days when corporal punishment was
regularly practiced in schools. They don't
do'it anymore, of course.

PAGE 27
P-Pet: A reference to the Japanese e-mail
service, "PostPet” a comprehensive pro-
gram that gives its users the ability to raise
electronic "pets” who interact and deliver
mail. PostPet started in the late 1990s and
gained popularity right around the turn of
the century, when this part of Azumanga
Daioh was originally drawn. The author
most likely abbreviated the name out of
copyright concerns. The most popular pet
and overall mascot of PostPet is a pink
teddy bear named "Momo.

PAGE 28
Osaka: As the second most populated
metropolitan area in Japan, Osaka repre-
Sents the most significant and recognizable
source of culture outside of Tokyo. Long
considered the major center of commerce
in Japan, Osaka does some of the most
risk business in the nation. If Tokyo is the
place where people call the shots, Osaka
s where they make their money. Because
of this, Osakans are often stereotyped as
being foud, lively. and fast-paced. Thanks
to the aggressive efforts of the Osakan
comedy business, the Kansai area that
encompasses Osaka—along with the Kan-
sai dialect of the Japanese language s
virtually synonymous with stand-up humor
(see manzai below).

PAGE 29
Manzai: The most popular form of comedy
in Japan, manzai s typically performed
by two people. the boke (clown) and the
tsukkomi (straight_man). The humor is
Hatued 505 Sinole Gatar: THS: ok
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makes a silly or bizarre statement, and the.
tsukkomi corrects him, often fiercely. The.
outines are fast-paced, punchy. and ex-
aggerated. The audience knows to expect
rumor from two sources: the cleverness of
the boke's misunderstandings and double
entendres, and the force with which the
tsukkomi yells at or hits the boke—with a
lap on the top of the head, or more ste-
reotypically. a backhand siap to the chest
Despite this latter source of humor, Tomo's
reaction here s clearly way over the top.
The interjection nande ya nen ("Whut yew
mean?) is the most basic and generic form
of tsukkom! put-down.

Kansai dialect: Japanese has a wide variety
of dialects that differ from standard Tokyo
Japanese in a number of ways, such as
verb forms and conjugation, particle usage,
vocabulary, and accent, Out of these, the
dialect family of the Kansai (Western Japan)
area—particularly the Osaka dialect—is the
most widely recognized and understood
nationwide, thanks in part to the comedy
industry. To speakers of standard Japanese,
Osakan speech sounds faster, rougher, and
ivelier. The irony, of course, is that the
students of Class 3 expect these qualities
from their Osakan transfer student, when
in fact her personality and demeanor are
the exact opposite, In translation, we opted
to have Osaka speak with something of
2 Southern accent, which is the largest
accent group In the United States.

PAGE 30
Takoyaki: Octopus dumplings that_are
rounded into spheres, with special sauce
ribbled on top. A specialty from Osaka
and extremely popular.

PAGE 47
Katsudon: Literally meaning “cutlet bowl;
this_dish features deep-fried pork cutlet
topped with egg and served over a bow!
of rice.

Curry udon: Udon is a type of wheat noo-
dle. typically much thicker than ramen
One popular udon dish served in a Soup.
broth made with Japanese curry powder,
Because the udon noodles are larger and
heavier than most, they can be difficult to
control, and curry, of course, will stain any-
thing.

PAGE 54
Marco: The protagonist of 3,000 Leagues
in Search of Mother, a well-known anime
series from the 1970s based on Edmondo

de Amicis' From the Apennines to the
Andes. Marco is a young boy living in
Genoa, Italy, whose mother goes to work
in wealthy Argenting to make money for
the family. Worried for her safety. Marco
decides to stow away on a ship across the.
‘Atlantic to find her.

Tama: An extremely generic name for a
pet. along the lines of "Spot” or “Kitty.”

PAGE 55
“Cat food”: The act of adding miso soup
or some other kind of broth to a bowl of
rice s called neko manma, or “cat f000"
particularly in Western Japan, which
includes Osaka.

American Joke: As the Japanese don't
particularly have an equivalent to the typi-
cal question-and-answer joke, attempts to
explain the humor in “why did the chick-
en cross the road?" are rarely ever able
to transcend the culture barrier. The term
"American joke” is often used in Japanese
to describe the concept of a joke. but due
to the impenetrabilty of the humor, "Amer-
ican joke" is used equally often to describe
some sort of jest that nobody understands
or finds funny.

PAGE 67
Pairs: The original joke in this strip refers
to linguistic counters. In English, we have
3 simple plural system (with exceptions)
that makes it easy to count objects. In Jap-
anese, however, multiple objects must be
‘quantified by a counter, of which there are
3 great number, many being related to the
size or shape of the object being counted.
i:e. -hon counts long. thin objects such as
pencils, rivers, etc. The counter word -cho
is one of the most unusual of all. repre-
senting cast metal objects such as guns.
tools and scissors, but also tofu blocks,
town blocks, and yes, panties. Osaka was
originally wondering why they use that
counter. and what connection there could
be between panties and weapons

PAGE 77
Neko Koneko: This brand found within the
world of Azumanga Daioh means "cat and
kitten”

PAGE 79
Home Visit gifts: The giving of gifts when
visiting @ home for the first time is tradi-
tional. It's not such a big deal for the girls,
since they're not that old, but the sians
of wislth. are: cleady Wnbenidating: Tomo:
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Watermelon is a decadent and particularly
expensive midsummer treat sulted for gifts
and special occasions

PAGE 83
Watermelon splitting: A common game.
played at the beach, similar to pifata, in
which the player is biindfolded. given a
stick or bat. spun around until dizzy, then
attempts to break the melon.

PAGE 86
Ghost stories: In Japan, telling ghost sto-
fies Is considered a summertime activity.
The reasoning is that the spine-chilling
terror it provokes will help cool you down.
Sounds like as good a reason as any!

PAGE 102
Lightning: The Japanese god of lightning,
Raijin, is Said {0 eat or steal the bellybut-
t0ns of exposed stomachs. This is mostly
2 folklore warning against the danger of
sleeping with the stomach exposed in
the summer. It's a general belief in Japan
that sleeping with one’s stomach exposed.
especially in_conditions of sudden chil
such as the onset of thunderstorms, can
ead to ailments like colds and diarrhea.
Therefore, it became common to frighten
children into_sleeping fully covered by
warning them that the god of lightning
would come to steal their bellybuttons.

PAGE 116

Bread: What Yukari offered Kagura was
an anpan, a roll filled with jam made from
sweet red beans,

PAGE 124
Kaorin: Her regular name is Kaori. It's a
common practice to make nicknames by
adding "n” on the end (especially if they
end with -r).

PAGE 130
Coffeehouse: The Japanese word for café,
Kissaten, starts with a somewhat compli-
cated and seldom-used Chinese character.
Still, it’s not much excuse for a high-school
student

PAGE 140
Hanshin, Tsutenkaku: Hanshin is a nick-
name for the area comprising Osaka and
Kobe, based on altered readings of the
kanji in those cities’ names. While it not an
official title for any city or region, it ap-
pears in several widely recognizable places,
such as the baseball team, Hanshin Tigers,
and the Great Hanshin Earthauake that
rocked Kobe in 1995, Tsutenkaku, mean-
while, is 3 recognizable landmark in Osaka
modeled after the Eiffel Tower.

Hidetoshi Nakata, _nicknamed
Hide, was the most prominent soccer
player in Japan during the '90s and ‘00s.
He attracted attention not only for his great
skill but his fashion sense and haircuts.
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